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Distribution: Reflections magazine is published 
roughly two or three times every year and is 
distributed through various big and small 
distributors we are however always looking for 
people who are willing to help us out with 
distribution or otherwise we need people who care 
about our scene our music our lifestyles and our 
culture so get in touch 1 we need your help to 
spread our words when you're doing a zine 
yourself we are interested in trading we want to 
help you out and are willing to trade larger 
quantities as well also when you re doing a band 
and have trouble distributing your fresh demo, 7 
or cd let us know when we like what you re doing 
we might want to trade or buy some copies as 
well always get in touch first* " 

Help wanted: Where are you so-called 
scenesters? Get off your lazy ass and do 
something for your hardcore scene' We need all 
sorts of stuff pictures columns paintings poems, 
interviews etc etc. get in touch and become a 
team-member' 

Review policy: We II normally review everything 
we get in but please send along all the necessary 
information Lyrics are essential in that matter' 

Advertising rates: Drop us a line give us a call or 
send us an e-mail we are fairly cheap and easy to 
deal with when your ad is that of a written 
publication, we prefer trading zine editors shnnin 
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Things have been hectic the last few months. I think 1 can say that things even might 
have been a little too hectic. Now that the zine and all its related things are really 
getting picked up by people there’s so much more work involved. There were times 
when the both of us weren’t that far away from a nervous breakdown. Really, that’s 
how bad it was sometimes. On the other hand, all the work is paying off and that’s 
great. More and more people seem to appreciate what we’re doing and we’re 
striving for doing things even better in the future. Looking back at issue #10, we re 
not really satisfied how things turned out. Not that it was really bad or anything but it 
felt that we have done better stuff. Especially the more ‘technical’ department can 
use some improvement. With this issue and what else we have planned in the future, 
we want to take this whole ‘fanzine’ thing to a higher level. I think that it’s about time 
that people are looking out for a zine as much as they do for a record. Zines should 
become the next thing to collect (all right, that’s sarcasm!). But seriously, I do think 
that now that it’s pretty easy to get access to all the technical tools people should 
create zines that are so great that they can be mentioned as documents on their 
own. We want zines to be something that people are looking out for. And that’s why 
zine-editors should use all their skills and talents to make it interesting. Every zine 
should have the potential that Second Nature, Inside Front or I stand Alone (to name 
a few) have. Whenever we get zines like that you can be sure that they’re lying 
around the living room for weeks. We talk about the layouts, we say to eachother 
how much we agree or disagree with what’s written. We discuss topics that are 
brought up in those staples of paper. And that’s what zines should be all about. That 
is what we want to achieve. Zines shouldn’t be some sort of consumption article that 
you read like the newspaper, made to be thrown away. I want them all to become 
like the way I treat them: Neatly set next to eachother, safely treated like records. I 
hate to hear kids giving zines away, or hearing about five people sharing one zine 
while they each have their own copy (or even more) from the same 7”. That's the 
behavior people got to change. And as the best thing to change things is to set 
■re trying to give that example with another new issue from reflections. 
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it took too long and we’re sorry for that. Especially with releasing 
ns that there has to be delays. We had quite some problems with 
ituff together but hey, it may took time, we also think that it paid off! 
njoy our effort! 

-Johan and Suzanne- 
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Things have been hectic the last few months. I think I can say that things even might 
have been a little too hectic. Now that the zine and all its related things are really 
getting picked up by people there’s so much more work involved. There were times 
when the both of us weren’t that far away from a nervous breakdown. Really, that’s 
how bad it was sometimes. On the other hand, all the work is paying off and that’s 
great. More and more people seem to appreciate what we’re doing and we’re 
striving for doing things even better in the future. Looking back at issue #10, we’re 
not really satisfied how things turned out. Not that it was really bad or anything but it 
felt that we have done better stuff. Especially the more ‘technical’ department can 
use some improvement. With this issue and what else we have planned in the future, 
we want to take this whole ‘fanzine’ thing to a higher level. I think that it’s about time 
that people are looking out for a zine as much as they do for a record. Zines should 
become the next thing to collect (all right, that’s sarcasm!). But seriously, I do think 
that now that it’s pretty easy to get access to all the technical tools people should 
create zines that are so great that they can be mentioned as documents on their 
own. We want zines to be something that people are looking out for. And that’s why 
zine-editors should use all their skills and talents to make it interesting. Every zine 
should have the potential that Second Nature, Inside Front or I stand Alone (to name 
a few) have. Whenever we get zines like that you can be sure that they’re lying 
around the living room for weeks. We talk about the layouts, we say to eachother 
how much we agree or disagree with what’s written. We discuss topics that are 
brought up in those staples of paper. And that’s what zines should be all about. That 
is what we want to achieve. Zines shouldn’t be some sort of consumption article that 
you read like the newspaper, made to be thrown away. I want them all to become 
like the way I treat them: Neatly set next to eachother, safely treated like records. I 
hate to hear kids giving zines away, or hearing about five people sharing one zine 
while they each have their own copy (or even more) from the same 7”. That’s the 
behavior people got to change. And as the best thing to change things is to set 
examples, we’re trying to give that example with another new issue from reflections. 
We know that it took too long and we’re sorry for that. Especially with releasing 
records it seems that there has to be delays. We had quite some problems with 
getting all the stuff together but hey, it may took time, we also think that it paid off! 
We hope you enjoy our effort! 

-Johan and Suzanne- 
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Writing an introduction for this band isn’t the hardest thing to do. From all the music that 
I heard the last year or so, their “Full speed ahead” 7” was the record that really blew me 
away. I guess that since the early Revelation bands or early Shelter, there hasn’t been a 
band that touched me as much as Rain on the Parade did. Their positivity and energy is 
both overwhelming and inspiring. This interview was done by e-mail, due to school and 
other things Ronny (formerly known as Chuck U. Farley...that’s however a different 
story...) wasn’t able to finish it properly, nevertheless it has value enough to be printed. 


Reflections: First off, give me the 
basics. Who's in the band? How old 
is everybody? How and when did the 
band start? 

Ronny: My name is Ronny. I'm really 
good at yelling, so naturally I sing for 
the band. Justin plays the guitar that 
goes all over the place, while D II plays 
the Good Soldier guitar which stays in 
line with eveybody else. Matt jumps 
around all over the stage, and 
occasionally manages to get in a few 
bass licks in between leaps. We don't 
have a drummer at the moment. Chris 
Ross just quit the band to do his own 
thing. We've had Brian Fahey filling in 
on drums for us for the past month. We 
have him on loan from Purpose. He's 
such a good drummer that it makes me 
wish we had found him first. 
Occasionally, when D II can't play a 
show, we have Jamie Hyme from 
Rancor fill in on guitar. We're all in our 
twenty's, with Matt being the youngest 
at 21 years old, and D II being the 
oldest at 29 years old. Justin is 22 and 
I'm 27 years old. The bands started out 
of frustration, I guess. I was really just 
upset with what hardcore music had 
turned into, which in my opinion was a 
really bad off-shoot of metal. Between 
1992-1994, I hardly bought any records 
by new bands because it was really 
hard finding a good hardcore band at 
that time. Those were some pretty lean 
years for this scene. I decided to pick up 
a guitar and learn how to play it 
sometime in 1994, and start my own 
band When I was writing the music, I 
always had my favorites on my mind. 
SSD, Minor Threat, 7 Seconds, 
BL'AST!. Eventually, the effort turned 


into Rain On The Parade, but it took me 
about a year and a half to get the line¬ 
up that we have together now. D II has 
been there since the second practice. 
Justin came along about a year later 
(our first show was with him on 
drumsjand we picked up Matt right after 
we recorded the Boy Bag e.p. 

Reflections: There's just so much 
positivity in your lyrics. Don't you 
ever have moments of depression 
that you want to write about? How do 
you keep yourself motivated? 


somehow get a feeling of 
empowerment, or the song lifts their 
spirits a little, then that's what I'm aiming 
for. I'm aware of the world around me. 
For the most part, it's one big, bad vibe. 
Who wants to be a part of that? Not me. 
Good thoughts in this head. Full Speed 
Ahead... 

Reflections: How important is 

hardcore / straight edge to you? How 
would you place it in your life? Is the 
music the basis for you? Or is it the 
feeling? 


Ronny: I have bad days just like anyone Ronny: Hardcore had been a huge part 

else, but I don't feel a need to bore of my life for the past eleven years. For 

people with any of my sad stories. I'm some of those years, it was the most 

interested in picking people up off of the important thing. I shudder to think of 

ground. If they listen to a song like Full what my life would be like if I wasn't into 

Speed Ahead, or Trying, and they hardcore. I've been exposed to so many 









great ideas, the most important being 
vegetarianism. I haven't eaten a single 
scrap of meat since October 15th, 1988, 
and I have a guy named Ray Cappo to 
thank for that. Hardcore is just such a 
motivational thing for me. The ideas and 
the energy that flow out of this scene 
are contageous. I am a better person for 
being exposed to the likes of Ray 
Cappo, Kevin Seconds, and Ian 
McKaye. You just don't find those kind 
of leaders outside of the hardcore 
scene. Of course a couple of those guys 
aren't involved the way they used to be, 
but we still have their ideas on our 
records, and that's what is important. 
Hardcore is definitely more than just 
music to me. If it was just the music I 
was into, then I would've been out of 
here when the scene took a nose-dive 
between 1991-1994. Those were some 
pretty lean years musically. 

Reflections: You said you were 
deeply motivated by the bands from 


the 'past'. What do you think about 
all those bands doing the 'Youth 
Crew' thing again? (I mean Better 
Than A Thousand, Speak (with Dan 
O'Mahoney) and I even heard that 
Underdog was back together...). 
Ronny: I think it's great that guys like 
Ray Cappo and Dan O'Mahoney are 
returning to their roots with bands like 
Better Than A Thousand and Speak. 
Some people would say that they're 
only back because that kind of music is 
getting big again, and I've seen kids 
hold that against those guys, which I 
think is horse shit. Ray showed an 
entire scene how things are done. His 
mark is permanently stamped on this 
scene, and because of that he can 
come back any time and any way he 
wishes, as far as I'm concerned. I don't 
think this whole hardcore revival is a 
trend, either. I just think some people 
remembered how to start playing 
hardcore again. When you think about 
it, hardcore has been around for 


eighteen years, and it really only 
strayed away from it's roots for like 
three or four years (1992-1996). 

Reflections: What about straight 
edge becoming a hype (if that was 
possible)? Would you want to see 
that this became the new trend, like 
grunge was? 

Ronny: No. Definitely not. Why invite 
every retard in the world into our scene? 
There's already enough dumb-asses at 
every show. I just hope hardcore keeps 
finding it's way into the lives of people 
who need it. When I was sixteen, I 
needed hardcore. I needed that family 
aspect that I experienced at every 
show, because there were a few things 
lacking at home. I needed straight edge. 
Not because I was a lush or a druggie. I 
needed it because my thinking really 
started to evolve once I got involved 
with straight edge. I started to care 
about a lot of things I never thought 
about before. Would I ever want to see 
straight edge become a big thing? 
Probably not, just because there's so 
many different kinds of straight edge 
kids now, and the outside world doesn't 
really understand that. They just see it 
in the news that some kids from Salt 
Lake fire-bombed a Me Donald's, and 
they think we're all rotten. I don't think 
it's important to be straight edge. I think 
it's important to think. I think it's 
important to care. 

Reflections: You mentioned that 
you're a vegetarian, is that more 
important to you as SxE, or just a 
part of the deal? How would you like 
to see that SxE evolved within people 
as it may did within yourself? 

Ronny. Being a vegetarian is definitely 
more important to me. Straight edge is 
something that I do for myself. It's a 
personal choice that I have made, and it 
stops there. Being a vegetarian does 
something for me, and it does 
something for the world I live in. My 
girlfriend has been a vegetarian for ten 
months now. I never said a word to her 
about it. She just followed my example I 
guess, and decided she wanted to try it 
out for herself. Now she's really into it. 
Our children will be vegetarians, and 
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she's really into it. Our children will first, and I can live with that. I think 

be vegetarians, and they'll learn the best way to teach children is to 

about compassion early in their just set a good example. If my kids 

lives, and hopefully their children grow up to become meat-eaters, 

will be vegetarians and it will just there's nothing I can do about that, 

keep snowballing. To me, that's but at least I’ll give them a shot at a 

making a change. Straight edge is healthy lifestyle and good habits 

good for the individual, early on, which is an oppourtunity I 
Vegetarianism is good for the world, didn't have growing up. I came from 

So yeah, I definitely feel a very meat and potatoes 

vegetarianism is way more athmosphere. Throw in a few 

important that straight edge. Of thousand Pop-Tarts and a lot of 

course, I found out about cigarette smoke, and that just ab«ut 

vegetarianism through straight sums up the household I grew up 

edge, but I don't think everybody in. I don't blame my parents. They 

has to discover it through those didn't know any better. In some 

channels. ways they still don't. But my kids 

aren't going to find those kinds of 
Reflections: Are you (and your things in our home. I know better, 

girlfriend...) already that serious and I won't expose them to such 

that you're thinking about kids? things. As for hardcore making us = 

(that's great!). And what/how "better parents," I'm not sure, 

would you teach them? I talked Hardcore works for some kids. They 

with Dave Smalley about this and get a good vibe out of it, and 

we were going like: It's best to respond positively. Then there's the 

raise your kids kinda rightwing rest of the idiots out there, who you 

because when they reach the age want to hunt down and neuter 

of 15 or so they will turn the before they do anything as 

opposite and that's what it dastardly as reproduce. Hardcore 

should be (joking around about may expose us to cool ideas, but 

this...) what’s your opinion on ultimately I think it comes down to 

that? I mean, to me, hardcore is the individual, 

like so important, there's just so 

much in it, I think it can possibly Here are a couple of explanations 

make us 'better' parents.... Oh for songs of the Full Speed Ahead 

well, what do you think about 7". This is maybe THE most popular 

this? 7" in the reflections household. I 

can’t remember how many times 
Ronny: Well, kids are probably a the two of us sang along with these 

few years off in the future. I really songs. With the explanation they 

want children, but my girlfriend says even get more value as what they 

she wants to enjoy "married life" already had. As not anyone has 


access to the internet. Here’s 
explanations for two of their songs. 

TODAY IS A GIFT 
“I look to the past for inspiration as 
well as education. I think it’s good to 
look at examples of what worked 
and why. But what I don't like is 
when people get caught up in the 
past, as if to say that things will 
never be the same or nearly as 
good as they used to be. I think 
that’s a load of shit. I’ll always keep 
my feet moving forward. The past is 
there, and at times it serves as my 
guide, but to me, life isn’t about 
where I’ve been. It’s about where 
I’m going.” 

TRYING 

"A lot of kids love to sing those 
songs about helping others and 
making changes for the better. We 
tend to call that “posi” music, short 
for positive, and kids who dig that 
kind of music sometimes call 
themselves “posi-kids”, because 
everything they’re into is darn 
positive. Well, it’s frsutrating to see 
“positive youth” outside of a show in 
the city turning down a homeless 
guys request for some change out 
of their pockets, simply because 
they’d rather save every cent tio 
buy some records from the 
distributors at the show. If you 
consider yourself “positive", ask 
yourself what do you do that is so 
positive? Have you ever given 
anything to anybody, or your idea of 
charity the five dollars you pay at 
the door of a benefit show you 
would’ve gone to anyway even if it 
wasn’t a benefit? I wrote this song 
as a motivational tool, for myself 
and for others. Since this song was 
conceived, I haven’t gone into Philly 
without a sack of food and whatever 
money I could afford to give to 
anyone who needed it. I want to 
help. I want to be able to look into 
the mirror and call myself a posi kid 
without feeling like an asshole. 
When it’s your turn to look into the 
mirror, what will you see?” 

WALK IT OFF 

Simply using sports as a metaphore 
for life. Coach Fallon’s words still 
ring in my ears to this very day. 
When you get beamed, you can 
either sit there and cry about it, or 
shake it off and take a fucking base. 
An explanation as simple as the 
song itself. 
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I have to be honest here. If it wasn't for Ray Cappo, would I ever been Straight Edge? Or a 
Vegetarian? I don’t know. Fact is that this man had a real big influence on my life. And not on my life 
only. There must be thousands of kids out there who's lives would have been different if they didn’t 
get in touch with Youth of Today, Shelter or maybe even with Better Than A Thousand. The first time I 
spoke with Ray was in February 1996. It was the first real face-to-face’ interview that I ever did and it 
appeared in reflections #6. I know that there are a lot of people out there who might doubt his 
sincerity or even call him a sell-out. From the times that I spoke him after that first interview and again 
at the recent Better Than A Thousand tour, in my opinion, he still maintains his ‘hardcore’ principles, 
even now that he lives off his music. And I couldn’t be happier for him about that. I know that without 
him, there wouldn’t be a hardcore scene, as we know it today. 


























Are you happy that you’re going 
home? 

I’m happy yeah' One thing of being in a 
band is that you sort of neglect one 
aspect of your life and that's 
relationships. Being with your friends 
and family. I’ve barely seen my 
girlfriend this year 
That must be hard... 

Sometimes it is but my girlfriend is 
really independent and autonomous but 
still after a while, take last week . We 
never really call eachother up or 
anything, but we send e-mails. When 
we first met, that was like five years 
ago, we really called eachother all the 
time and all the money I made on tour 
went to phone-bills It’s just too 
expensive. 

How did you actually meet her? 

How I met Sri? I was actually giving a 
class in India at some Krishna festival 
in a temple, she was there as well and 
well she came to America and she was 
with Kate, who played in 108 and does 
Project Kate now, and you know 
Kate, ha, ha...She kinda played 
matchmaker. She invited Sri on the 
108/Shelter tour and she came and 
well, that’s how things went. We kinda 
stayed together since then. But 
anyway, especially last week, we’ve 
been calling eachother a lot We’re 
missing eachother. And now that I’m 
going home... It’s only for three days 
and then we’re heading off for Japan. 
That must be really like, getting as 
much time together as possible... 


(Laughing) yeah sure 1 I’m happy 
though the way our relationship is I 
never really liked it when a man stands 
in the way of a woman's dream or a 
woman that stands in the way of a 
man’s dream. She s in Baby Gopal and 
she really wants that and I try to 
encourage her in doing that and she 
knows what my dreams are and that I 
want to be in bands and stuff and she 
encourages me 

You want to get old together? 

Yeah, sure' I love her. 

And when you’re both getting old... 
Like in Vedic Culture... When a man 
and a woman reach a certain age 
and they’re prepa-ring for death, 
they split up and live separately. 
What are your plans in that 
direction? 

We both have our goals when we get 
older You know the tradition in India 
is, when you’re a child you start off 
being and get trained to be a monk. It’s 
not something like in America where 
there’s football and basketball and all. 
In fact you get trained in ancient India 
to be a monk. And after that, there’s a 
time of material life where you have 
that spirituality but you’re also within 
the material world where you have a 
family and a career and stuff like that. 
But I know that when we’re both fifty or 
something we want to-'slow down’ and 
try to concentrate even more on 
spiritual issues, praying and all... And 
when we’re really old... We don’t 
wanna get shipped to Florida where all 
the old people go to spend the rest of 


their lives playing golf, living in some 
sort of condominium Or when you're 
even older they just put you in an old- 
age home I think that a really romantic 
way to die is to have both your heads 
shaved and move to a forest near the 
Holy cities and die there. 

That would be great. 

That’s what we both want You know 
recently, in Time magazine, or no. it 
was in the New York Times, they did a 
feature on women in India who shaved 
their heads and live in the Holy cities 
and they presented it as being horrible. 
They were poor and all And Sri and 
myself were like: That is what we 
actually want 1 They don’t understand 
that when you're ninety years old and 
you're in America you're lying on a bed 
with all sorts of tubes stuck within you 
and they try and lengthen your life To 
me, living at the end of your life in India. 
Like these men and women there, 
totally focussed and peaceful, that’s a 
really noble way to die. 

And what if you get Alzheimer for 
example? 

That’s hard Whether you cant be 
focussed That’s sad, when you can't 
be peacefully fixed . 

And what about when you become 
so sick that... Let’s say they keep 
you alive with a machine, do you 
want them to pull that plug? 

That’s a hard question. You know, I’m 
not completely against Western 
medicine but for the most part I try to 
heal myself in a natural way. But it’s 
hard when you get cancer for example, 
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Its a haid thing to say I'm really into 
using natural herbs and all but You 
know 9 I have some sort of spiritual 
foundation I would see that as a wake 
up call and maybe get really seriously, 
heavily into spiritual life. Like I said, you 
usually go through these different 
stages in your life There’s some 
calculation You get into material life 
and get married, maybe raise kids and 
all But when you get cancer when 
you're thirty you're in fact an old man 
so you got to change your life-plan. So, 
plans are good but at the same time 
you cant really rely on them 
Sometimes the material world makes 
you to change that. It's the laws of 
entropy. 

Okay, something about your spoken 
words CD. It starts off with this issue 
on ‘goal-setting’. I was wondering 
what goals did you set for yourself? 

I have different goals. Like that spoken 
word CD There are three different 
aspects: There’s physical life, material 
life and then there’s spiritual life So I 
have physical goals, health and stuff. 
I'm really interested in martial art. Not 
that I want to be a professional wrestler 
or anything But I’d like to be a black 
belt in jiu-jitsu It’s just a goal. I set 
goals in every aspect of my life I set 
goals with music. I've got short-set 
goals... 

What did you set this year? 

Well, this year is pretty good, I’ve set 
goals with Better Than A Thousand. 


We've toured Europe South America, 
we've done the album And when I’m 
back I'm gonna focus on writing I 
mean, the spoken word CD was one of 
my goals I’m really happy with that 
Trying to establish this label. I also 
want to work on my writing skills. Try to 
do screenplays, even take some acting 
classes. I’m really interested in that In 
ten, fourteen years I really want to start 
some sort of university It's something 
in the same vein as the spoken word 
album. All the aspects that I talk about 
on that CD All sorts of things About 
life and all Being focussed and being 
determinate Aspects on spirituality 
Like having a monk that teaches that to 
the people involved Also a thing on 
natural healing. Ayur Vedic healing and 
Chinese, natural healing That when 
people get sick a great deal of healing 
can be done by themselves. Maybe 
even a martial arts ‘department’ That 
sort of thing. 

Okay, to me...you’re not that 
involved with ISKCON anymore, are 
you? 

Well, yeah, you're right That’s also 
maybe because I’m not a monk 
anymore. I’ve got material 
responsibilities. I don’t live in the temple 
anymore. I’ve been touring since 
August so. I’m not like really a temple 
guy anyway. Even when I was in the 
temple I never repy quite was... In one 
sense I’m ‘in-depth 1 to the Hare Krishna 
movement because I got interested an 


spiritual life because of it But I was 
never really an institutional' guy I 
app o reciate it because there's also real 
good things about institutions 
The whole ‘unity’ idea. 

Yeah, but it also gives a lot of 
problems That’s one of the reasons 
people criticize religion but what I do is 
take the best parts that I can and try 
and apply it at my own home I try and 
make a temple off my own home. I lived 
in the temple for five years and I 
learned so much from that period I 
learned about living simple, I learned 
about cooking and eastern music I 
learned about hygiene, a lot of 
philosophy. I learned conversational 
Hindi, I can memorize big chunks of the 
Bhagavad-Gita. 

I thought you knew the whole book! 
(Laughter) 

Yeah, well...I try. I learned a lot from it. 
And I think it was a good training’ for 
me. But I knew I wasn’t gonna be in the 
temple my whole life. Maybe when I get 
older I don’t know 

Couldn’t it be that...? I don’t know, 
maybe that’s because with myself, at 
a certain point I started to realize 
that there’s so much politics, so 
much authority going on within the 
whole Krishna community that I 
started to doubt its sincerity. And 
\'m not the only one. I’ve seen quite 
people from the ‘hardcore’ 
are fed up with the whole 
polrti&s aspect of it. Could that be, 
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because of that ‘hardcore’ 
background? 

I don't think that I reject anything I 
mean my values are still the same I 
don't dress like a monk anymore, my 
appearance changed It’s the same 
with People using the word sell-out 
To me, sell-out doesn't mean you're a 
millionaire. I mean you could be a 
millionaire and not being sold-out To 


donkey There s actually an old man a 
young boy ana a donkey And the 
young boy is walking next to the 
donkey and his father sits on the 
donkey and they're walking through 
these hills and to come to this village 
and the people in the village criticize 
the father for letting the boy walk while 


About that CD: Okay, I only heard 
the first part of it so far and to me 
it’s like... I kinda felt that it was more 
like... Maybe more for kids who re 
either still going to school or just 
finished it or something. People who 
actually really come at a point where 
they go: “Alright, what’s next, what 
do I want to do?” Maybe it’s because 
I’m a bit older, and that I kinda set’ 


me, being a sell-out is when you give 
up your values for money 
And I’m not a millionaire, I'm not a 
monk, but my values stayed the same I 
have a girlfriend but my goal is to 
worship Krishna, and my goal is to be aJy 
good person. Being kind to people|||l 
being kind to animals Respfct they* 
earth Treat people good and with 
dignity I can be very poor or. Lgoulcf'le 
very rich but I always pray thafthold on a 
to those values. That is : | 

important to ma.,M^alues are to :: v^b::j| 





: h and^^fe^ 

Those lip th 


fiat’s a ‘ tyji 
me inyolvj 


important to rrtp^^^lues are to : \jgg|g 
feel that \ m th^^ ^^ ^^ 

compassionate 

considerate per^HF Those '%&••• th||| 
most important t^ngs.^ ' 

people who wI||:to have 
family. A templpikfor monk|||P" 

I know that yo^l^Jwing yO&p 

criticize you for thdt? 

I think you can’t ; 

saying: “Does the hafdO.%§}^|eijp|pe 
you?’’. Sure, there are : i|||p ||pjDle* 
that hate me and there are peopPthatjj 
love me First of all, it’s a society. Anil 
whenever you get into any society, 
being that the hardcore society, a metal 
scene, a vegetarian scene, a Krishna 
scene, any society, I think you should 
have the discrimination and the 
intelligence to think for yourself You 
can get together but if you don’t think 
for yourself, you’re a sheep. You just 
get swayed with the crowd. I know what 
I want out of life and I know who I want 
to be. And whenever a hardcore person 
or a person from the Krishna movement 
criticizes me, it's all okay I’m satisfied 
with who I am. How I want to live. And I 
think that that’s important. Okay there’s 
this story: It’s about a guy with a 
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he sits on the donkey. So, they switch 
places and the boy sits on the donkey 
and the father walks. In the next village 
the people starts criticizing the boy and 
the father for having the donkey to 
carry them So they both start to get 
walking next to the donkey. They come 
up to another village and the people 
say why they’re so stupid to walk when 
they have a donkey to sit on. The point 
is, you can’t try to please the world. 
You first got to understand what your 
own values are. That’s on this spoken 
word CD. There's this whole section on 


my goals already or something... 

Well, I disagree I think that the majority 
of the world isn't doing what they want 
to do They live life just by bad luck' 
They work jobs that they don't want to 
They marry people that they actually 
don't want to marry. They get CD s they 
don't like I think that goal setting is 

B ant at every aspect of your life. At 
p I did this whole section on 
|jcture the situation where you're 
If.vOwn funeral You're seeing 
^P^^pying in your coffin and there 
people around the coffin 
1 speaKinppbout you Someone from 
V g|^ V our best friends, someone 
ffro^^lr family, your husband or wife, 
Pour gi|fr|snd What do you want 
Efcem io |iiy about you? That's am 
^|l^i#ant thing Because that’s what 
what you want people 
you, for real Let’s say it’s 
It's not what she will say 
you wish she would say And 
^^^p|i:;^||ortant thing because a lot 
don’t live up to that And 
p LJpli lirnent helps us to focus on 
mHUfis And that’s also said in the 
Hp putting our values in line with our 
Plelf-evident truths. Keeping that internal 
‘compass Like a compass is always 
pointing north, we should have a 
compass where we always stick too 
Those are our values in any situations, 
whether you're around strangers or 
your dearest friends or whatever. You 
can t be perfect, but the goal should be 
to develop that internal compass 
Do you sometimes feel that you 
failed at certain aspects in your life? 
That’s... That’s a really good 
question. I actually answer that 
question on the new Better Than A 
Thousand CD. When you open the 
booklet, there are these lines, it’s about 
a sailboat A sailboat sets its goal but 
when it has to go somewhere and it has 
to straight towards the wind, it won’t 
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work It has to go from right to left, It 
has to go up and down But even when 
it goes down, it still is going towards its 
goal You might have your downs when 
you go towards that specific goal you 
have in your life Even the downs' 
aren't a failure Life is long and as long 
as you keep your internal compass 
than your not a failure People get 
sometimes so down in themselves and 
in that downward spiral that they get all 
caught up in it. They can never pick 
themselves up again 
Do you feel like you’re still the 
positive person you always were? 

I think even more. I’m inspired by a lot 
of positive people Positive authors 
especially People who develop a lot of 
philosophy and psychology along with 
positive thinking. And that together with 
spirituality Because spirituality in itself 
is a positive thing in this world where 
you’re gonna die. I’ve tried to develop 
my own life with philosophy and 
spirituality Together with being 
positive and all 

When you think back about your 
childhood, what was the happiest 
thing about it? How was your 
childhood? 

I had a really good childhood. My 
parents really loved me.and I had a 
good relationship with my brothers and 
sisters Just a really big and happy 
family. I’ve no regrets at all growing up. 
That's also one of my goals; being a 
good and responsible father 
You want to have kids? 

Oh definitely 1 I’d love to have kids. 

How come? Why is it that we want to 


have kids? Is that our ‘instinct 1 ? 
(laughter) 

I don t know All I know that it’s not a 
simple thing to be a father It definitely 
helps us grow 

But why with kids? Isn’t that like a 
‘selfish’ thing? 

I’d rather think of it as a self-less’ thing 
Talk to any father and he'll tell ya 
(Laughter). You know, my mother had 
seven kids You know, when I would 
call my mom right now and say. “Mom, 
I'm in Amsterdam and I feel really sick, 
would you come'?" She would get on a 
plane and come directly 1 
You have a good relationship with 
your mother? 

Yeah, as a matter of fact she just 
recently moved to New York That’s 
great 

How old is your mom? 

She’s 72 years old 

You are the youngest of all? 

Yeah, I’m the youngest of all seven 
children. 

And as I know that your dad died 
pretty young... How old was he? 

My dad died in 1988 and he’s from 
1923, so he was 65. 

That’s pretty young. Did you react or 
act different than your brothers and 
sisters reacted on his death? 

Yes. By the time my father died I was in 
a time of my life that. I kinda ran away 
from it and on the same I wasn’t 
running away as I searched deeper into 
spirituality I was looking for things, 
analyzing things, who was I? Who was 
my father? Things like that. Where as 
my brothers and sisters, they really 


faced it They dealt with it Having 
family meetings and all But I felt like 
My family wasnt gonna protect me 
from death and spirituality gave me 
answers to death And it's kmda funny. 
When you look into my passport you 
see I’m wearing a suit. Because right 
after my fathers funeral I went to get 
pictures for my passport and I flew to 
India I wanted to live like a monk there 
and gef answers on life and death. 
What’s the next thing you’re 
releasing? 

Oh, that's gonna be the book with the 
Youth of Today diaries in it. I also 
interview other people and stuff It’s 
gonna be all on Youth of Today and 
those days 

Do you get a lot of questions on 
Youth of Today? 

Yeah, every now and then people start 
asking about it. It was sort of like a 
legendary band. And I really appreciate 
that. 

Do you realize how important your 
influence was? 

Yeah I do. Maybe not so much at the 
time but Youth of Today was a band 
that got way bigger after it broke up. 
We played Europe with Youth of Today 
and only a few people liked us. 

Are you proud of how this whole 
Straight Edge thing evolved? 

I said some things about it on stage 
today, and there are some really good 
ideas in Straight Edge. But when 
people get in it for the wrong reasons 
whether it’s with being a vegetarian or 
veganism, religion. When people get 
into these things to prove they’re better 
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than other people are That's the type 
of sick, sick twisted neurotic ego-trip 
that makes a lot of these kids real 
bastards 

Do you feel disillusioned 
sometimes? You must have seen a 
lot of kids who were straight edge 
and just dropped it... 

Well. I just believe you should get in it 
for the right reasons. The reason 
should be that you want to improve 
your quality of life Not that you’re some 
sort of Superman'. Being Straight 
Edge, being a vegetarian or a vegan. 
It’s not so hard you know'? 

Being Straight Edge. . Big deal 1 Stop 
trying to use this to show that you're 
better than other people are It’s one 
reason why I hate some of those 
Straight Edge kids because they’re so 
cruel towards other people and then, in 
the long run they stop being Straight 
Edge and it's all worthless. I'll tell you 
this: I’d rather have a kid who smokes 
and drinks but has a very good heart. 
Giving up smoking and drinking is not 
so hard. Giving up a cruel heart, that’s 
the thing to do. People should have a 
warm heart. That’s important My mom 


isn't Straight Edge She drinks and eats 
meat but she has a really warm heart 
And that is what s most important And 
it s all the same thing With people 
being fanatic born-again Christians, 
fanatic Hare Krishna’s Its all the 
same thing Those people only attract 
other fanatics 
Weren’t you a fanatic? 

Sure But I'm not anymore 
(Laughter) Are you ashamed about 
it? 

Sometimes yeah. I am But it s also a 
part of growing I do feel ashamed if I 
hurt people 

Did you do stupid things? 

I think in the long run... I’m still Straight 
Edge. I like being Straight Edge I don’t 
preach it or something. When people 
want to know about Straight Edge or 
about Krishna. I’ll tell them But I’m not 
really preaching it anymore I don’t 
really preach to anybody. I’m now on 
tour with all these great guys from Veil 
and Battery and... I have friends that 
aren't devotees and I have friends that 
smoke and drink. I think that you have 
to learn about respecting other people. 
That's the whole thing you know? 


I hate to hear people say I hate Mike 
Judge’ or I hate Bold because they're 
not Straight Edge So what'? Big deal 
If you're Straight Edge you should be 
happy with it 

Why are you doing this youth-crew 
thing again? 

It's not a youth-crew thing 1 (Laughter). 
No I think it's just hardcore 

But why not that metal-influenced 
stuff? 

I don’t like metal 

There’s not one metal band out there 
that you like? (Laughter) 

I couldn't give you three names of 
metalbands that I like. (Laughter) I love 
classical music I still play the violin. I 
even want to get really back in to it. 
play in an orchestra. I really want to do 
that. I love music. I will always be 
playing music. 

That’s great, but how long will you 
be doing this whole hardcore thing? 

I guess... (Long silence) I guess a 
few more years. 

Okay, that’s it. 

All right, Thanks. 
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POSITIVE RESISTANCE! 


With the popularity that still seems to grow from hardcore 
bands that play the so-called old-school style, not only great 
things seem to come along. Sure, if it was for the music alone, 
it couldn’t make me happier than see nothing but bands that 
play open-structured songs with catchy singalongs and loads 
of energetic jumps. That’s the hardcore I grew up on and 
that’s the style I still enjoy the most. Unfortunately, with that 
style seems to come a certain ‘culture’ from kids who only 
seem to care about the most obscure 7”es and hey, if possible 
the first pressing on gold wax. Or what about some shirts that 
are silk-screened more than a decade ago? If that doesn’t 
make you a scenester, I don’t 
know what will! Sarcastic, yeah, 
sure! There isn’t so much wrong 
with collecting things, be that 
records, shirts or whatever. I’m 
not totally innocent in that 
department as well... 

On the other hand, I do notice 
that there are a lot of people, who 
do consider themselves a part of 
the hardcore community and their 
only interest seems to be the 
collecting of music and its related 
subjects. Sure, hardcore came 
from punkrock and let’s face it, 

The Sex Pistols were about music 
and an image. But through the 
years punkrock grew to 
something better, something 
completely different than 
everything else. People were able 
to make music, to be creative 
without help from big 
moneymaking corporations. 

People were doing things 
themselves. Punkrock became a 
counter-culture. It was against 
mainstream. It was against what 
was ‘common’. And hardcore still 
is. In my opinion it still is... Think 
about that for a moment... Why 
are you involved with hardcore? Why do you consider yourself 
straight edge? What is your motivation? 

Why is it that you are proud of calling yourself straight edge? 
Why do you enjoy the music? Could there be a possibility that 
the only reason you are involved with hardcore is the fact that 
all your friends are? Or maybe, and that’s the scary part: It’s 
just great to be a part of a group. Because it is great to be a 
part of people who are all the same as you are. Just like 
hooligans,, who all support the same soccer team. Sarcasm 
again? Yeah! But isn’t there a little truth in there? How is it 
possible that when there were bands that were tired with the 


way the music had become, evolved their style into something 
Slayer did ten years ago and everybody at once, seemed to 
love it. Or the same thing with oldschool. How come that 
people who were only listening to heavy down-tuned guitars 
with a growling singer seem to be up front on that new 
bandwagon that oldschool is. 

Irrelevant? Maybe. But it does show some sheep mentality, 
doesn’t it? Back to what I started about: Think again why you 
are involved in the first place... And now I hope that the main 
reason comes forward: You don’t like things. You don’t like 
how things are done in this world. You don’t like the way your 

parents live their lives. You don’t 
like the way your father goes to 
work every morning but in the 
back of his head really liked to 
do something else. I hope that 
you hate the idea that when you 
had your final exams at school 
that you have to go out and find 
yourself a job. I hope it does 
keep you awake at night that you 
can’t help but become a part of 
this society because you have to 
participate in it’s circle of labor 
and paychecks. It doesn’t matter 
that you will take part, in the end 
we all will. That’s not the point 
here. The point is that you feel 
shit about it. That’s what 
hardcore is all about. You don’t 
like how things are done. Don’t 
go along with mainstream 
society and blindly accept how 
our lives should be lead. You’re 
not forced to work and sit in front 
of that square box until it’s time 
to sleep and join the same circle 
again the next day. You’ve got 
the ability to do something for 
real! I’m not saying you should 
quit your job, although I find it 
really interested and inspiring to 
read about Brian Dingledine (Inside Front, Catharsis) and how 
he chooses to be completely free. I admire that, maybe not all 
the aspects... I wouldn’t go out stealing... But there’s so much 
time left beside the few hours you make money, or when 
you’re not that far yet, or go to school. Try, and do something 
valuable with your life. That doesn’t necessarily mean you 
should join a particular political or environmental group or 
anything... Just preach. Keep on telling and showing why you 
are straight edge, or why you are a vegetarian. Why you listen 
and enjoy music that’s done differently. That is what hardcore 
is about. Think, educate yourself, preach and ... rebel! 
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An interview with Eric and Marc , two guys who’ve 
been involved with the Dutch straight edge scene 
since the very beginning. Now , after more than ten 
years, they started their own band to express what 
they think a “straight edge crew ” is all about 


I guess it’s easiest when the both 
of you introduce yourselves first. 
What are your names and how old 
are you? 

Eric: I’m Eric 

Marc: I’m Marc and age... We don’t 
think that's important (laughter). 
We’re both in our late twenties. 

Eric: In some issue from reflections 
there was an interview with a guy 
and he said that age wasn’t 
important and I agree with him. 

That was Chris from 97a. But why 
is it that all older guys don’t want 
to talk about their age? (Laughter) 
That’s the reason I want to talk 
with you in the first place, you’re 
both old! (Laughter). No, all right, 
let’s face it: Most kids in the 
hardcore scene are like 17 or 18. 
Do you feel old compared to that? 
Eric: Well, when I enter this I did 
thought that most of the people were 
really young, that’s true. Most of the 
people we hang out with in 
Amsterdam are mostly people we 
know from ‘back in the days’. People 
from NR A. Especially from outside 
of Amsterdam and the younger 
bands in Amsterdam as well, those 
people are like ten years younger 
than we are. 

But do you feel connected with 
the hardcore scene? I mean, most 
people that come to see you and 
buy the records are the young 
ones. 

Eric: Oh yeah! Sure. And the lyrics 
that we write are in a way mentioned 
for those people. The meaning of 
Straight Edge seems so much 
different now. That’s something that 
I notice and write about. The most 
funny thing is: When someone was 
Straight Edge back then the most 
asked question was: "Hey, you’re 
Straight Edge? So, then you don’t 


have sex!” and now it is: “Hey, you’re Straight Edge? So, you don’t eat meat!” And that’s 
a difference. 

Marc: The accents are re-placed. Back then is really was just: No alcohol, no drugs, no 
smoking. And now there’s this vegan-thing involved. To me, it’s not that important. I am 
a vegetarian though. 

Do you think it’s important that the people nowadays know that straight edge 
didn’t start with Earth Crisis? 

Eric: Yeah, sure! That’s really important. You notice it that when we play a cover, and 
not so much an ‘anthem’, then there’s a lot of people who don’t know the song 
But you still feel connected with them? 

Marc: Oh sure, otherwise we wouldn’t even do this! 

And when these kids go, and there are kids out there who think that way, “when 
you’re not a vegan, you’re not straight edge”? 

Eric: That’s the time when you have to be that old daddy that has to teach them that 
Straight Edge isn’t some set of rules. That Straight Edge is a positive lifestyle that is 
based on the fact that you’re not going to get influenced by substances. And drugs and 
alcohol are the most important in that. And it’s a positive lifestyle, and that’s where 
certain people took that next step and became a vegetarian. Because it’s good for 
animals. What a lot of these kids do, is that they see others being a vegetarian and they 
don’t even know where it’s coming from but they just take it into more extremes. 

How do you feel about those people? That might tell you what straight edge is 
supposed to be? Do you feel ‘threatened’ in a way? Or could it be that the older 
generation doesn’t ‘evolve’ with the current scene? 

Marc: You can take everything too far, you know? 

Do you think that it’s going too far? 

Marc: No, as long as you don’t bother other people, or accuse other people because 
they don’t live the lifestyle that you do then it’s no problem. Everybody should decide 
that for him or herself. 

Eric: Couldn’t it be that, especially within this whole ‘new-school’ and metal-scene that 
there are the most people who are vegan. 

Marc: Brutal-vegan-metal-core! (Laughter) 

Eric: Bands that play old-school, like all the bands that are on Commitment records, 
those bands are way not that extreme on those issues. It’s that certain spirit what 
counts! 

Could you describe that spirit? 

Marc: It seems that with those metal bands the music is not that important and that the 
‘how vegan can you be’ is more important. 

Eric: The hardcore spirit is... It’s just something different. Not only because of the music, 
which is pretty loud and fast, most ‘normal’ people don’t really understand that. So, there 
is some common bond already. And that specific spirit, is something that people try to 
keep things ‘comfortable’. That’s where the whole Straight Edge thing came along. Punk 
wasn’t so cool anymore with a lot of people being drunk at shows and all. 

What about that scene being totally torn apart. Back in the days it was just punk, 
and now Straight Edge and the Punkrock scene are totally separated. When Larm 
was still around it was way more everyone together... 

Eric: Sure, but when you had that X on your hands, people would ignore you! 











But now there’s this separation 
going on between old school 
hardcore and the let’s say: “edge- 
metal” scene? Don’t you see that 
as the same thing? 

Eric: no, it’s different. That’s just the 
music. Personally I just don’t like the 
music. I like music that’s more 
‘open’. Open chords and all. That’s 
why I like hardcore. Metal is just 
different. 

Marc: We kinda build our music from 
the music that was happening in the 
eighties. The younger people focus 
more on stuff from three or four 
years ago. They possibly go and 
search deeper when they’re longer 
involved... 


The sound, the production is 
pretty important to you, isn’t it? 
You guys had a pretty good 
sound today. That’s not 
something you’re taking from the 
eighties. 

Eric: Of course. Standing still is 
going back. We listen to a whole lot 
of music. Different music as well, 
we’re not just dealing with hardcore. 

I like a lot of stuff from the sixties, 
especially British things. I like the 
Beatles. And as a result our songs 
are often a bit more melodic than 
others. We’re also really working on 
our guitar-sound. 

That’s what you can hear... 

Marc: Live it’s pretty difficult though. 
We can never really do a decent 
sound check. In a studio it’s way 
easier to do things with sound. 


You were talking about progression... Now that old school is getting more 
popular it’s possible that you’re getting more ‘famous’... 

Eric: I never thought about that! (Laughter) 

Marc: You see, Eric and me are a bit older and... 

I know. (Laughter) What are you doing beside the band by the way? 

Eric: We both just graduated. I did the school of arts and Marc did political science... I’m 
becoming a sound-technician actually... 

Marc: But what I wanted to say: We’re seeing more fanzines where we’re in and they 
say: Buy their 7” when it’s out, it’s the most positive band these days! 

Eric: And when they quote parts from our lyrics... And that’s weird. We were in bands 
before and we never mentioned it before. It’s weird. 

Any labels that are interested beside Commitment records? 

Marc: Well, at first, we’re sticking with Commitment. The 7” is coming out on that label, 
the next 7” as well. But when were planning on doing a full-length, I don’t know. Robert 
from Commitment isn’t planning on doing any full-lengths, and we have so much 
material that we’ll eventually do something on another label. 

Something else: What about the Do It Yourself ideology? What’s DIY in your 
opinion? There are people who think that reflections isn’t DIY for example. 

Eric: Those are probably the same 
people who think that you got to be 
vegan in order to be Straight Edge. 
The other people in Vitamin X are not 
only younger as we are but they’re 
also way more into the whole DIY 
thing. When you’re doing stuff yourself 
there’s more control. Sure. Me 
personally... When big record-labels 
come around... When a label like 
Teamwork records could do 
something and they have a good 
distribution... Just to name one. I 
mean, when it seems that people like 
your band than I’m totally behind 
letting as many people as possible 
getting access to your music. We got 
something to say. That’s important for 
us. 

What’s important for you in that matter? Besides Straight Edge in itself? 

Marc: Most of all, positivity I would say. The songs that are on the 7”... There are two 
songs that are actually about straight edge. We got a song called “Work it out” and that’s 
about, when you’re having problems that you can always come out of those problems as 
long as you keep that positive attitude That’s maybe a part of Straight Edge, but also 
people who aren’t Straight Edge could get something out of that message. 

Eric: The most songs we write about Straight Edge are merely reflections on Straight 
Edge. Even a song like “Straight Edge Crew”. I mean... 

Come on! What can you say? (Laughter) 

Eric: (laughter) okay... Well, the thing is, it’s really cool to have that certain ‘group’ 
feeling. Being together in something And when you’re young it IS cool to be a part of 
some group. But the last line of that song is “Straight Edge Crew, we’ll always be 
standing together individually”. Never lose your identity! 

But when I hear the both of you... It almost seems that you’re kinda outside the 
whole thing... 

Eric: No. . We don’t just hang around with Straight Edge people But in and around 
Amsterdam there’s this whole scene of people who are all into this whole thing and 
that’s where we hang out with. 

Do you, like... preach about straight edge? Or when people ask why you don’t 
drink or anything? 
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Marc: Oh, I’ll tell them... But it’s not 
the first thing that I mention or 
whatever. And you can’t tell it by my 
looks either so... I’m not walking 
around with slogans on shirts or 
anything. 

Eric: We do that with the band... 
Marking your hands with X-es... We 
did that just quite different. We had 
silver X-es on our hands like with a 
silver marriage? When you’re 



Straight Edge, and you are that for a 
long time, you’re allowed to have 
silver X-es! (Laughter) 

So, you’re going for gold now! 
Marc: Yeah! We were thinking to 
have a V on one hand and an X on 
the other. Vitamin X. 

Eric: And putting those signs on, 
those stickers you have on trains, 
with this X through a cigarette' It’s 


kinda like Oil... Totally over the top. It’s not that we’re called Vitamin X for nothing! Like 
that first song we released: "How can you be true”... 

So, it’s fun but with a serious edge for sure! 

Marc: Absolutely! The first time we played... What we want to do is... It’s like a cross 
between Crucial Youth and Project X, that kinda thing: People are unsure how serious 
we are or not. 

Something else. How important is that Straight Edge scene actually... When you 
look from a distance at the whole scene... What do you think? 

Marc: I know what you mean... Maybe that goes indeed for the people who are a bit 
older. We’re going to see more music than just Straight Edge. 

Eric: But that’s something that has to do with age as well. I mean, we as 'oldies’, we’re 
going to see a lot of other bands as well, not just hardcore. A lot of people that come to 
see us are probably just going to see Straight Edge and hardcore bands. I see so many 
bands, at the Melkweg where I work... Marc is probably still taping every show that he 
sees. 

Marc: Yeah, that’s what I like. 

Really? And what’s your main interest right now, beside the hardcore bands? Or 
shouldn’t I mention that in the interview? Like it’s not cool or something? 

Marc: Nah... It shouldn’t be in.... (Laughter) 

Eric: Sixteen Horsepower is so incredible live. They’re an amazing band! It’s not so 
much about a certain style anymore. I mean, Sixteen Horsepower is like country. Last 
week I saw Ocean Colour Scene, they’re so great, or The Paladins. Or the first time that 
No Doubt played, before they got popular. There’s just so many good stuff out there. 
And that doesn’t really have to do with a certain style. 

Marc: We love music in general. 

Eric: What I saw lately on TV... The Dandy Warhols. Kinda fun-punk music. You know 
what instrument I really like? I love the organ. I originally started playing that instrument. 

I just recently play guitar. Only for about two years... 

You got your roots in metal, right? 

Marc. Well, Black Sabbath. Not Iron Maiden or something. The New Wave of British 
Heavy Metal... I like a lot of those bands. Diamond Head for example. 

They’re great! I love that style a lot myself. 

Eric: I grew up... My parents were real hippies. Crosby Stills Nash and Young... I grew 
up with that band. 

Are both your parents from that time? 

Eric: Oh mine for sure! My father was involved with so many things back then. He was 
the person that was behind the famous ‘Amsterdammetjes” (-alright, whenever you’re in 
Amsterdam, they have these weird small piles with three X-es (!) on top of eachother, 
those are "Amsterdammetjes”) 

So, you’re raised very liberal as a kid? I mean, Hippie means drugs, right? 
(Laughter) 

Eric: Yeah, that’s true. When I was younger I used to drink a lot and I used drugs as 
well. 

And why did you quit? As a reaction against your parents? 

Eric: Well, I just knew it was bad but... My mother told me that... With every glass of 
alcoholic liquor, you’ll break down brain cells that just never come back! And I never 
during the week but at the weekends... I was really into Ska music at that time and it 
was just so much beer. It was always beer! I was one of the biggest drinkers of that 
time. I guess right before ’88, when The Straight Edge got more popular I even used 
LSD and shit like that. I was slowly getting fed up with it at that time. 

And a friend of mine who sometimes lived in New York, he came back, and I was 
wearing my Ska clothes, you know; jeans and a Fred Perry shirt and well, I was into 
basketball, so I wore Basketball shoes. And that guy told me that I looked exactly like 
the American Skinheads! But those guys didn’t listen to Ska, they listen to hardcore! And 
I became curious. My friend hung out with the guys from Altercation. And that’s one of 
the best bands from that time, really! When you can, you should check out that band' 
Ray Cappo said it in interviews sometimes. 

What do you think about Better than a thousand? 












Eric: Pffff!!! 

Really? Don’t you like it? 

Eric: All right, the latest Shelter 
album is even worse! (Beyond 
Planet Earth) With Better than a 
thousand Ray Cappo tried to get 
that old school back and he just 
didn’t succeed! 

What do you think about the 
whole development that Ray went 
through? I mean, you must have 
followed it somehow, from Youth 
of Today through Shelter and 
all... 

Eric: You notice that especially with 
Shelters first album (Perfection of 
Desire) that it really goes further, it’s 
development for sure. That it now 
turned out to something really 
commercial with all these different 
popular styles... 

You think he sold out? 

Eric: Not particularly, it’s just that the 
style of music he plays with 
Shelter... But I think it’s okay if 
people live off their music. As long 
as they don’t sell their soul. 


Marc: When you see Shelter live, I mean, Ray says some really valuable things between 
songs. I agree with a lot of things that Ray says, and well, he can’t be so wrong in my 
opinion. 

What do you think about the Krishna philosophy? 

Eric: In principle, and that’s not just the Krishna philosophy. I mean, that’s just basically 
Hinduism, but with Christianity, with the Islam. Whenever it’s a well-thought personal 
choice and then it’s something really good. It doesn’t really matter you know? When you 
thought things out and you did that with reason and it’s not some sort of crutch. I mean 
when you start ‘using’ it, then I’m against it. But when it fits you. It’s something good. 
Marc: When you don’t bother other people with it. There are religions that are negative 
towards people that don’t follow their beliefs. 

But I think... When you’re convinced of what you belief. When you’re so sure and 
it’s so much a part of you, it’s something you want to share with others, t mean, 
look at the Jehovah’s Witnesses, they even come at your door! (Laughter) 

Eric: Well, and that’s something... They’re way too fanatical. Then it comes to a point 
where people almost want to beat others up because they just HAVE to believe. That’s 
scary. Even people with deep Christian beliefs are fed up with Jehovah’s coming at their 
door. They’re way too fanatical. I know people who re Christian and people who are 
Krishna’s and do I know what other beliefs. I mean, whether it’s God or Krishna or Allah, 
it’s a positive force. And it doesn’t matter how you call that, or if you believe its 
something within yourself or a force that stands above us. That doesnt matter. When 
you’re intelligent you’ve got to see that as a positive belief. I don’t call it God or anything. 
But you believe in a higher force? 

Eric: No, I don’t. 

A positive energy? 

Eric. Yeah, totally. But that’s around all of us. 

And you, Marc, do you believe in God, or how do you look at it? 

Marc: Almost the same as Eric, except that I DO believe in God. 



22 












You think that that positive 
energy has a source? 

Marc: Precisely. But it goes both 
ways. It’s not just from somewhere 
else, but also from ourselves. Look, 
a simple example: When you have 
an exam to make and you just pray 
really hard to succeed, and you 
don’t learn it, well, you won’t 
succeed. It’s that simple. It really 
goes both ways. You have to pray 
and work hard on it. Then it’ll lead to 
a positive outcome. 

But you don’t feel attracted to a 
GWt&n religion? 

Marc: WblL,, : . (Silence). Does that 
matter? 

Yes. (Laughter) 

Eric- I think it doesn’t m§tib|::yybat 
your befrefs:^re; :|.think that may®!; 
Buddhist solved it best: They don’t 
believe in ‘a God’ but on the dthir: 
hand... You know what I mean? 

Yes, but that goes for you. 

Eric: Exactly. I always try to put the 
responsibility at myself. That’s 
important. But it’s different from 
different points of view of course. I 
don’t like it when people give that 
responsibility away and ‘blame’ it on 
their God. When I say to you that I 
believe that the ‘cause’ is more at 
myself, then as a result, you may 
think: Oh, then he’s pretty selfish 
and all. But that’s because your 
point of view is different. And I could 
look at you that same way. As long| 
as people made intelligent an<$ 
honest decisions about it and iy||| 
them, then it’s all right. 

Marc: I’m willing to say $j§gre '1 
belief in, but that hasn’t,sb mdibh Ta 
do with Vitamin X. 

Hey, that’s what this Is sit about! 
I’d like to interview people, l?rri 
not so much interested in ‘bands', 
you know what t mean? ¥4 like to 
talk with people... 

Marc: Yeah, -sure. I am a. 'CifipaT 
But that’s purely for myself I don’t 
go to church. I read the bfole. But T 
also read books about other 
religions. 

But the bible ‘fits you’ best? 

Marc: Yes. 

Religion or anything of that 
matter IS a personal choice, sure. 


Eric: And that’s why it doesn’t matter why you should give it a name... 

But there are peopj&w^ in nothing... 

Eric: But when ypb say thOpfethink that you didn’t think about it yet. It’s impossible to 
believe in notbflg. When : 'ybu' don’t believe in anything, then you don’t believe in 
yourself. Believi|| is thintopg, To $ay that you believe in nothing is bullshit. 

Suzanne (whqpame into the van,*,}* When you talked between the songs you said 
something like; “Always point |j|* finger fl| yourself before you do it on anyone 
else”, is thaf in a way meanttd the younger klds? 

Eric: Sure + but also.at myself. I th#t before °Now can you be true”. It has several 
meanings; when I met Marco* our singer for the first time, he wasn’t Straight Edge. He 
was apfugeeJifom Yugoslavia And there were more people who happen to smoke and 
then they’re Straight Edge and then thayYe starting to smoke or drink again. I mean, I 
quit drinkmg anti doing drugs. But you can never tell, you know. 

||jarc: And then, at the end of the song there’s ’How can 1 be true'?” Then you tern it 
arbupd. I! 

Do you consider yoarseif Yrue ‘dll death" 

Marc: We have this song ‘Drop our and the. Eyries go like "The ones y*6h Suggest 
mouth, I have seen most bf them fail True tilt death, but when the hype is over they’ll 
jump on pother pin”. I’ve seen peppib who attacked ; $§e because I wasn't Straight 
Edge enough, because I was wearing leather .Shoes for example. Well, most Of those 
people are drinking now. And we don’t really preach it or anything. But we’re ready strict 
Eric 111 stay Straight Edge the rest of my llfo I’m really, really sure about It. When you 
have to force yourself, in all impossible angles to fit into that thing to be Straight Epe, 
cause that is what happens a iot. the people that stay true are those that hadpfo them|| 
The| heveYrbally felt comfortabte:drihking or smoking. Those are for real. I’ll stay myself 
for the. rest of my life. And ye$, my lifestyle happens to be Straight Edge,. And when 
people,ask about: it. I’ll tell them |§|f||became it once and that I play in a Straight Edge 
band and all Most people get interested then. I once told a friend of mine who drank a 
lot, the lyrics from “No Thanks 0 by Uniform Choice, and he told me to never say it again 
because it would force him to stop 1 (Laughter) and that song is so great* Th&f$ my 
favorite Uniform Choice song. When you’re able to interest people for it, thafs great. 
Maybe you cari-t change people towards Straight Edge but : p|||e you can ; get fom to 
think more positive. To live more positive. And we lived It, ypu kribW? We h|||i!:||iiSnds 
marked with X-esl : 

You know? That’s so great. I did an interview with Erik* who «sdd to sing for 
Lifesign. And he’s so enthusiastic about Straight Edge*~ $$ dUdh a good feeling, 
tof myself, you knovyf To be a part of it,,, 

£flc: : Yeph, And whe=| you’re older it’s easier io speak abOdE;i end. to tell others. When 
you Ye younger yoUpanfcTo be a part. of.sdmathih|8 ; Mb^f kids get involved that way. 
EVdn: thfose who sayifoby’re not a part of something are in a way a part of that group 
i : ^leughteih^And::fmm there on, they’ll find out about lt;yyhat ’s in it for them. If they can 
really apply it to themselves. Marc and. myself warn in a band and I remember that I 
wejked at the street ahd sumbond shouted '°:Mby < Vltamlh X, How can you be true!” and 
that: s so great! Most people might not know that wb-teeven in a Straight Edge band! 

Marc: There was tftte girl that sang along all our sohp>|t a show and I came up to her a 
few weeks later apd said something fete: “That was great that you sang along our 
sohgs!" arid bpgoes: “What do you mean? What am:you talking about” and I go: “I play 
guitar for Vitamin X* and she didn’t even know! Just beliuse I don’t really look like the 
average hardcore kidl.{Laughter) 

All rights anyfferng you want to say? 

•ihc: most thingsxwexwant to say are to be read in oufTyriibs. .. That’s what we, as old 
people, have to say. That’s why we want to do mote Than just a 7” in the future as well. 
We’ve got enough th£$ay: : to tip, a ft album.: We |ke old school.and our thoughts might be 
a bit more ‘really’ old school, because we’re so old. 

Marc: I’d like to see and keep Vitamin X associated with positivity. That’s what we’re 
about! n 
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From the inner city streets of Elizabeth, NJ, 
emerges E-TOWN CONCRETE. A truly powerful 
five piece, E-TOWN have combined influences 
from Hip Hop and Metal to create a new genre 
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LP/CD 
Debut full-length by 
Belgian top emoj 
band. In between* 
BOB TILTON & 
SHOTMAKER!? 
Ex-KOSJER D 


Inward flower in ? 
LP/CD 

Suberb screaming 
emo full of 
new school HQ 
influences^ 


VANILLA LP - KOSJER D LP & 7” - *1 
SERE#/SEPARATION split 77MCD 
Up next 

KOSJER D Discography CD - 
REIZIGER/BOB TILTON split 121 


Distributed in the US by RETHORIC & PLUS MINUS RCS ! 
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AGNOSTIC FRONT 


Interview by Manon Lameris 

This interview or at least the whole intention of this interview is about ‘roots’. One of the first hardcore albums that I 
bought was Agnostic Front’s “Cause for Alarm”. I grew up listening to good-old heavy metal and Agnostic Front was 
one of the first bands that kinda ‘natural’ filled the gap between metal and punk-rock. To me, “Cause for Alarm” was 
the ultimate Crossover’ album. Looking back on it, Agnostic Front never really was a big influence to me. In a way, I 
couldn’t really identify myself with the band. I never was into this whole skinhead movement or ‘tough-guy hardcore. 
When the opportunity came to interview the band I had mixed feelings about it. How could I do a decent interview with 
a band that doesn’t really touch me? On the other hand; their coming back album “Something’s gotta give” is 
awesome and in no way can anyone say that it’s un-inspired or only made to make money. And let’s face it; Vinnie 
Stigma, their guitarplayer isn’t known for nothing as “The Godfather of hardcore”. He truly is a legend in this hardcore 
scene. When Suzanne and myself were talking about this whole thing, we came up with an idea. Why not ask a good 
friend of us to do that interview? We knew that Manon was one of their biggest fans, I mean, look at her appearance, 
that’s skinhead-hardcore-style all over! We took the opportunity and asked her. She very much liked the idea and it 
turned out that Manon, together with Suzanne, had the following conversation with Vinnie Stigma in Amsterdam. 



Manon: It must have been a hell of a 
tour, I guess I saw you about four or 
five times. Was it like, one big tour, 
or did you just came back to Europe 
several times? 

Stigma: We came back a couple of 
times We flew back and forth. We did 
some festivals and we flew back to the 
US, did some dates there. Then we 
came back in December and we did 
twenty shows in row We came back in 
May and did another twenty or 
something 

Manon:When did you record the 
album? I mean, it was supposed to 
come out a year ago and it turned out 
that it was released last month. How 
come? 

Stigma: It was recorded a year ago. No, 
it was over a year ago. But finally, it 
came out. It was recorded in 1996 
actually. That’s one and a half years 
ago 1 

Manon: What’s the biggest ‘kick’: 
playing these big festivals or just the 
smaller clubs where you can actually 
see the people’s faces? 

Stigma: Well, at the big festivals I just 
show off' At the clubs I don’t. It’s just 
really different. 

Kabula: It’s like comparing apples and 
oranges. 


Stigma: but it’s always great to meet the 
people. I have to meet the people 1 
They have to show where to eat and 
live life with the people from Holland' 
You know, I live in New York and I hate 
it. Whenever I’m there I want to get out 
of there And when I’m away, I want to 
get back home. It's cool to have friends 
everywhere you know. 

Manon: Okay, this is more like a 
‘serious’ question: On the lyricsheet 
of your new album there’s this quote 
that says: “Animal-testing is bad and 
it should be done on child-molesters 
and rapists instead”. Which issue is 
more important to you? 

Stigma: I think that taking advantage of 
children is worse than animal-testing. 
But I got a dog and I hate people who 
abuse animals. 

Manon: Why is that ‘Gotta go’ 7” in 
Spanish? 

Stigma: We wanted to reach another 
audience. Speaking to people from 
South America. We’re going to tour 
South America. 

Manon: Is there a big difference 
between Americans and Europeans? 

Stigma: You know'? I don’t see that in 
hardcore To me, hardcore has one 
face. One Voice. 

Manon: What does hardcore mean to 
you? To me it’s like some sort of 
conscioussness... 

Stigma. Hardcore is very conscious 1 
Being aware of things, sell-out things 
Striking a pose, designers and stuff. 
That’s hardcore. I hate designers, 
fashion-designers and shit. I hate 
people saying what to wear. I do what I 
want to do. When I like it, it’s cool, I’m 
down with it. But I believe in going 
against. It’s not that I’m totally against 
everything or something. 

Suzanne: What do you think about 
the fact that you can ‘buy yourself 
into hardcore? I mean, you can get 


the records (or the ‘right’ clothes) at 
any mall nowadays. 

Stigma: Some young kid may pick a 
record up at it, but to me, it’s not like 
‘buying’ in or something. Someone may 
like a band and pick up a record And 
hey, you gotta pick it up somewhere 1 
And that kid may buy a t-shirt from that 
band because he likes 'em 
Suzanne: But that kid could go on 
continuing that. Instead of getting 
involved, starting to do stuff, 
creating stuff, whatever. It 
sometimes seems so easy 
nowadays... 

Stigma: It’s a combination of everything. 
It’s taking action. Listening to people 
and all. You don't have to agree with 
people within the scene... I mean, we 
all know right from wrong' 

Manon: But don’t you think that 
hardcore is a little bit more than 
knowing right from wrong? 

Stigma: To me it’s like. Goto a hardcore 
show and make a friend' 

Manon: I did that! (laughter) 

Stigma: Yeah' You’re really friendly. 
You’re my new friend now 1 (laughter) 
Manon: I wanted to ask you a 
question about hardcore and the 
whole skinhead scene and I didn’t 
know if I wanted to ask about the 
past or anything so, I’m going to ask 
about the future. Where do you think 
the whole hardcore-thing stands in 
the future? 

Stigma: I think it will be basically... 
Hardcore will be. You’ll have this real 
underground hardcore and this ’whack- 
ass’ hardcore. You know... Hardcore 
took on Reggae, it took on Speedmetal. 
It took on anything. But you got to get to 
the core. There’s these four letters, 
that’s HARD. That’s what it’s about. And 
hardcore is a certain kinda musical 
structure. And sometimes people are 
not aware of that. And they’ll hear a 
metal-structure sometimes and that’s 







Do you really have to do this?” But it 
would be amazing if my mom would 
do that! In hardcore its like, it 
doesn’t matter what you look like. 

Suzanne: It’s also a part of growing 
up, in a way. 

Stigma. Its like People nowadays are 
pushing it to the limits You see these 
magazines where people are all pierced 
up and have tattoos all over their faces 
If you want to do that sure, go ahead 
But when you re fifteen or sixteen It s 
ridiculous 1 Thats so much like just 
looking for an identity There are these 
kids that are just getting into hardcore 
maybe not musically in correct or and maybe in a month they have full¬ 
something But that structure is a bridge sleeve tattoos and a whole load of 

not a building. I try to say something piercings and the next month they're 

with the music But to me, hardcore is into something totally different They 

more like a social thing. Not so much a may have these skinhead tattoos and 

political thing I don't want to push my then they're into rock-a-billy. or biker- 

politics on anyone. You can say style 1 (laughter) 

something, that's cool but let it be you Suzanne; You know what? I’m 

know? Don’t push things you know? wondering how many kids that read 

You see. they now have this band "The this interview and go like: “Oh my 
Prodigy" and it’s a total Sex Pistols rip- God, that’s me they’re talking about!” show people that we play music. It's 

off 1 Totally 1 The same haircut. The Stigma: Yeah, probably Well, I just tell more like breaking the ice’ for those 

same appearance. Come on 1 Seen it, kids to look out for themselves, think for people And I put the song "Crucified" 

done it. themselves. Don’t get all lead around. on it as a dedication to Raybeez from 

Manon: You think that that bridge is Believe in yourself. You don’t need a Warzone who died In fact the whole 

still going to be there in ten years? mohawk to be hardcore or punk Do album is dedicated to Raybeez. 

Stigma: Yeah sure 1 You always got to something that you like 1 Manon: That’s so great! I sang 

build and re-build on that bridge Manon: I’m glad you say that. There “Power” with him when they were in 

Suzanne: How old are you by the are other things beside hardcore. Holland. I got up with him on stage 

way? You got to make a living. You got to and sang that song. 

Stigma: Old enough" (laughter) have social contacts with other Stigma The Agnostic Front song? 

Manon: You and Roger both have people. Together with Raybeez? Thats 

kids? Stigma: That’s what I’m doing 1 amazing 1 

Stigma Yeah, I’ve got two kids Manon: You have a job or anything? Manon: I think that song is the best! I 

Manon: Do you think that you might Stigma I’m a hardcore guitarplayer 1 bought the “Victim in Pain” album 

raise your children ‘better’ because (laughter) the first time I was in the US and I 

you’re into this whole hardcore Manon: (laughter) Okay, but what did knew some hardcore bands like 

thing? you do before this? Youth of Today and all...I bought it at 

Stigma: I think so I think I’m more Stigma. I was a truckdriver It was like, a mall... 

aware 1 I think I have a European on the docks, a dockworker I guess. Stigma: the Jersey mall? 

outlook on life 1 (now it’s all laughter and Kabula: I’m a construction-worker. I still Manon: Yeah, it was in Jersey. And I 

lots of noises going on 1 ). I show my kids am. I work for a company and they let bought the “Victim in Pain” album 

pictures and all, showing them the lyrics me go on tour. and I played it on this little record 

and they go: "I don’t like how you have Stigma: he’s the guy with the heavy player and I was like” Oh my God, 

your hair there'”. "You got to shave it machinery. The bulldozer type-a-guy 1 this is so good!” and the song 

off 1 (laughter) Manon: How serious was the “Pauly “Power”, that was totally ‘me’! And 

Manon: That’s cool because most of the beer-drinking bulldog”-song? when Warzone played that song I 

the times it’s totally the other way Stigma That’s my son’s favorite song 1 was... Raybeez saw me singing 

around! I had this mohawk in all He sways back and forth on that song I along and well, I came up on stage, 

colors purple and green and my mom put that song on because Even and it was great! 

is pretty cool about it but she’s like “ though we have our opinions and our Stigma: That’s amazing 1 

‘ways’, people seem to look at us like 
tough guys and all, and I put that on to 




Suzanne: At this point we all started talking louder and louder and we 
decided to end the interview and just talk for a bit. For me it was a pretty 
. funny experience. I don’t have any roots with Agnostic Front. Also a lot of 
people were like: “Wow, pretty brave of you to do an interview with the 
“Oracle of the Hardcore Scene.” Well, I don’t look at Vinnie like that and 
don’t see a point why I should. But after doing this interview I can imagine a 
bit why people react on him like that. He is a strange person. And honestly 
not very easy to talk with... 
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What is the line-up of Tridl? 

GREG: Trial is; Derek - bass; Mike - drums; Timm - guitar; 
Brian ~ guitar; Greg - vocaf$ 

How tong does Trial exist? 

GREG; Trial has been around since 1994 tn various 
tncamdfipbfe, We aofidiffed our line gp with the addition of 
Brian in fate 1998 tong almost a year after the release of our 
first record 'Through trie Darkest Days",.-. Adding Brian, 
completed the band, and we went into the studio a few 
months later to record the seeded record. ■ 

What are yoa gays doing in your daily life? 

GREG; I spend about 99% of my time working on either 
political or hardcore related projects, t am a professionfi; 
juggler and performer so i have no regular ‘job" to slave at tor 
40 hours a week 1 get by with 9te inconsistency of a juggling 
comer end what i gain is the substance revealed by being 
able to pursue my daily desires and ambitions Without 
•intensive restraint because of an etfployers wishes. |||| 
BRIAN I work at an Internet bookstore called Ama20n.com 
Other than that I just go to local shows and work on the band. 
What is your motive for bbijlg Straight Edge|l^^^J||||^ 
GREG; I am drug and alcohdjj free because I need tO be dbfe 
to face each day and each interaction as eldi|||||||||^|||| 
without the effects of intoxication. I used to drink : -I|!||||| 
drugs, up until 1988 but I quit because I did not )iiii|f||$| 
person I had become while under the influence of thd|is 
substances. I would put on a facade in order to imprei|| 
friends and to influence others and ultimately, my behavipf; 
during this time was not at ail indicative of who I really wa§|||| 
am, for that matter, t see political ramifications to 
as well Here in the United States, we are constantly 
bombarded with imagery designed to sell intoxicants through 
the promotion of ignorance; There is a certairi|;|||||p|| 
associated with a number of different types of alcoft||||nd ; 
none of those lifestyles interest me at all Therefore, by 
choosing to avoid the product, 1 am making a political choice 
in favor of my own ability to reason, and in favor of my own 

freewill. ‘ -J : . ..: : u!!!l" 111 

BRIAN: For me it's a completely personal thing. I do X up but 
I'm not a preacher saying; just because I am that means 
everybody else should be. I’ve had people around me that 
gave me a pretty good example of what not to be like. 

Do you consider Straight Edge as one of the most 
important things fn your life? 

GREG; Having as clear thinking of a brain as I possibly can is 
at the core of my existence. That does not require only 
staying away from drugs and alcohol however. For me, being 
straight edge also includes keeping myself physically in shape 
overall, mentally focused and attentive on the projects I work 
on and be honest with myself about what I think and feel - 
treating others accordingly based on that honesty. 

BRIAN: I definitely take pride in being Straight Edge but there 
are a lot of other issues that should probably get a lot of 
attention instead of if you are Straight Edge or not. 

Is it hard for you to live in today's society? 

GREG In what way? As we are doing this interview over 
email, it is hard to have you specify, but I will answer 
generally: it is hard for ANYONE to live in today's society. 


lipidJess Hclass, whicif §ippli|||||||||||||ttiofls and . 
oppression on individuals, we can tool;vbiiliisl^iiiiteil 3 
OUlture/cultures in complete denial of death We spend our 
||§| existence denying our oV^|torfaSity through the 
propagation of materia! existence. White not a call to end 
materialism and shun all possessions, this is instead a plop tp . 
curb the intensity of obsessivene lill^^li^^ ituisibii ^P 
accepting the fact that life is finite: we ere not immortal. Th|;| 
myth of immortality threatens us constantly by negating the 
immediate - It focuses an concerns on the Mure, life 
becomes a future or a past concern and not a ’’now" oancp||I|;| 
it is for this reason that I often feel detached from life itself, 1 
identify many others as feeling the same, ft IS vdt^|||pda|pg 
and completely unfortunate that we have allowed ourselves to 
reach this llli lMlIll 

BRIAN. Recently tVe been asking myself that and my answer 
stand working j.1 job||hat absolutely 
doesn’t mean anything to me and if wasn't for the band I 
WOUlddt. Basically, I'm working to make enough money to go 
on tour again and that Is something I truly fove toj’ifp; There 
are also a whole lot of other issues witllitouili ^^te liat 
make me sick ' ... fill. 

Your CO (foundation) is containing exptd|i<m3 : orWill 
lyrics™ Why do you explain the lyrics? Do youtMafc llllll 
other*#** people would not understand 
GREG: I like the explanations because it gives information 
about what the songs wore intended to be. People tell me onf! 
a regular basis that they interpret certain songs differently arid 
that i$ perfectly acceptable as far as I am conce||ed,The J! 
explanations are intended as a guide more than anything 
Oise, On a SOrig like "Cycle Of Cruelty" the lyrical explanations 
guided the reader away from an interpretation which lilfilf 
hove labeled tts a "pro-life" band We wanted to pr ^WWifc 
The other songs benefit flWh having explanations too. J|a;dri|||| 
depth totheconie|||ii|i!ii||i||nted. . |ff 

' Are you guys iiipi#d!P|||||| another involve<l:; ||§llft 
religion? § . 

GREG' 1 personally am not involved with any org£||§|:i||| 
religion I fear religion’s potential to negate the individual: ||| 
saw it happen whes : l^asll|i|p : fefigious influence i illll 
household shaped me in a particular way without allowing me 
the autonomy to explore my own betiefe and ideas. 

BRIAN NO* 

The lyrics from the song ’’condemnecP;: are more or less 
based on the American Dream. I know something about|§ 
this and most Europeans have alsd::hppf%pf it, but wp|||| 
does it really mean? Why is it so bad? 

GREG: The American Dream is a myth ffg|s an empty 
concept. An illusion A nightmare for most people, i Will 
define it as best I can by the stereotype often propagated; j|| 
American fiction: there is the vision of a house in a residen|ipi. > 
neighborhood. In this house live a man and his wife, their two*™; 
children (one male and one female) and their dog and cat. 
There is a white picket fence surrounding the house. The 
family is happy and without problems, because not only do 
they get along with their neighbors, but they are financially 
secure as well. Did I happen to mention that they are well 
dressed and with perfect teeth? That rounds out the image 































: well Needles to $*y, tofe mythology, created and 
perpetuated subconseiou&fy by the very nature of the 
| aggressive advertisements we see every day, is Insulting to 
Min e It implies that in order to be happy, that it is necessary 
;lp>r me to pursue a certain lifestyle, a certain predetermined 
framework. Nothing could be more ridiculous. The illusion is 
created in order to Jure consumers into buying cars, houses, 
appliances, clothes and every other possible commodity.. The 
idea Is that you must always have whatever the "peopid next 
door* have. So you can be as happy as they are, because in 
^|ha1B?hology olidverbliilire hook ifrtjhat everyori llfl tf 
|f||p inevitably ha|pr tha?U|f are in yftir miserage 
pathetic life. That Is, untt|^^:purchase The pr|^^||eing 
advertised With that acquisition, you will then (at least 
temporarily - until the next ad comes along on your.television 
• screen) be happy just like the people next door When t think, 
III of the American 6ream, I irhilliilteleople who 
111 str^Miliilss under this bridge in a section of downtown 
Seattle where) walk from time||0 time. Talk to those peopffr 
and ask thUfWhattoeir accessibility to the America 
is. They v#tell you straight up that the dream is a nightmare! 
H ftisatdtalfuqkihgiie. Pill 

What do you thibtc about the fact that the United States of 
PI! Amed|||||^ond(j;ipf the most polluting ibuntries in tod 

!!§| 

GREGiTMt this i$ true would not surprise me f actually db; 
lllll ot knowiiiipon what basis we are discussing pollution here, 
^^®t by |i|!||^^pie American corporate mentality is that toil; 
World is ours and that we can do with it what we want 
|| A§|erican companies try to dominate the world an| the result; 
JM§| aiia|i6rtii|i||||e call of "imperialism" which I often heah 
Europeans using to identify Americans. I hope that when we 
come over there people identify that there are some 
Americans who stand against imperialism and would love to 
see the Unjjfjd States corporate government tame itself and 
T : allow the test of the world to develop As it seems |t to 
llllphout resorting to apts of terrorism in order to mainta§§|§n 



established' and profitable status quo, fto you think. U 
corporate government, which help? to dominate natrons the 
world over (Grenada, Panama, Vietnam and Mexico), is going 
to care about pollution unless toe curbing of that pollution 
serves some financial interest? I think not Go, f am 
disgusted with the fact that we are responsible for pollution, 
aad I hope that steps can he made to correct soma of what is 
going on Often times I think however, that too fundamental 
problem lies beyond what the companies are spilling into the 
oceans and the air, instead residing in the mindset of: 
capital4|domination instead. ||| 

The song "this is not a trend" is about media Interest in 
iililM scenes? Do you think ft is bad that toe 
Straight Edge is also in the interest Of the media? (It 
wouldn't be bad if more people would kno«§|abo»t sXe 
||nd also embrace this life-style. Of coarse It would be eg 
pity that our ecene wouldn’t be underground anymore, 
but I think that the Earth would be a bettor place to live if 
more people would live their life ’’nailed to the X* dttd 
Paeed cm an animat free diet!) 

GREG; This is a question that I would hays answered 
differently a few months ago. When the media latched on the 
straight edge last year, I was wary, but 3 felt that under the 
right conditions, that it might be good m ibrder'Ii^ ^M p 
message about being drug and alcohol free to the m|gfS3f : i; 
remember £»to Crists appearing on the turns with a piece 
about Straight Edge and toe piece wasn't a|$|jt t^j|| |ater, 
is talking to EC’s roadro, I learned that the gi|||||||e hews 
company (MTV I think?) was a friend of theirs and worked 
with them to make mm then the piece was whgjjpit^yanted. 
That is a great insurance policy, but it is a very uncommon 
one as wall, More par for toe course is a natiorijgws story 
which as printed across toe country last month ca!i|||ptraight 
Edge + Narrow Minded" written by a reporter froh||lew Vark 
City It made connections between toe scenes in Dayton OH 
and Galt Lake 0% Utah (where fights break out from time to 
time at shows) and toe animal rights activity in those two 
locations. The entire article, because of toe actions of a few 
kids involved with animal liberation, firearms, and violence, 
made toe entire straight edge community seem like a bunch 
of threatening fascists, I was enraged by all of this I found 
the writer ot the article and called her. We had a 3a-mmute 
pbnversation about toe article and I told her Why it W8$ 
inaccurate She conceded that toe focus of toe article was 
violence and animal rights : :an|lto||; toe straight edge ei#gp|| 
was .|USt added on after the : Unfortunately, she usqf; 
straight edge as toe centerpiece for her article' So . to; 
answer ydgr question: a few min to s ago 1 would have said., 
that the media should be feared when dealing with straight,; 
edge, i would have said to never mention the words "straight 
edge" because the words wilt only be co-opted Now, I will 
say to avoid the media Talk to them about being drug free, 
ye|!!liik to them: about self-awareness, yes Talk to them;; 
about individual choice, yes. Talk to them about hardcore,, 
punk, straight edge or any other youth sub/counter culture:: 
lrt;ey||§! -I 

Nowadays it's hard to rely on people. Do you think this is 
one of the problems of modern society? 
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GREG: Why is this only a problem of modern society? Are 
you suggesting that it is because people are more selfish 
today? I don’t know if that would be true or not. Perhaps it is, 
but as I have no historical comparison 1 can’t be sure. The 
threat of not reaching out to anyone is that alt hope for 
communication is lost and communication is an integral part 
of being alive for me t am not sure if I could be alone for the 
next 50 years, 1 might lose my mind. However, I would love to 
have other autonomous minds nearby, sharing ideas and 
experiences without relying on me for their existence, I enjoy 
that connection, even If it does imply risk to some extent. 

Do you have a lot of people/aniroals/things you really fee! 
connected to (like friends, family... animals)? 

GREG: I do, and I am fortunate in that, f talk to a lot of 
people every day; many of whom 1 feel quite connected to. 
My family and I get along well too, although we live on 
opposite sides of the country and I only really see them when 
Trial is on tour. As for animals, i fee! connected to them even 
though I don't encounter many. Being vegan keeps me 
thinking about animals all the time!; 

What are some things that realty make you happy? 
GREG;? Playing chess, reading and understanding what I 
read with how it connects to my own life, playing in Trial, 
being honest with myself, making vegan lasagna with my 
Canadian girlfriend, thinking political thoughts / volunteering 
my time politically, and juggling. There are others but those 
are at the forefront of my mind. 

BRIAN: I like watching sports, playing video games, and 
being around my friends and family. 

What do you think about Europe? 

GREG: The person to ask about this would be Derek 
because he has been there. I never have but I am definitely 
looking forward to it. 


BRIAN: I'm excited I’ve heard a lot of good thing about 
Europe and I'm ready do go over there 



Is it possible that you will play over here sooner or later? 

GREG: We will be coming to Europe in the fall of 1998. Kids 
over there who want to get in touch can write os at my 
address: Trial, 42? Eleventh Avenue East, Seattle WA 98102, 
USA Letters addressed to "Trial" will be opened by the whole 
band. Letters addressed to Individual band members Will only 
be opened by that band member. People can also email us. 
Mv email is XiuoqierX@hotmail.com 
Do you have any closing comments? 

GREG: Thanks forthe interview. Always happy to helf> That 
is one part of what makes hardcore so amazing is that we can 
help each other out and create new forums for ideas to be 
heard and experienced. Keep in touch, 

Suzanne: Here comes my involvement... All questions 
are now answered by Greg. Steven asked you something 
about religion. If you were in a way involved in any 
religion. Brian replied with a firm NO! And you told that 
your parents' religion 'shaped' you. But do you totally 
reject all 'spirituality' or beliefs? Do you think about those 
issues? 

GREG: I certainly don't reject all 'spirituality', as defined to 
mean a belief system. My faith in my own abilities and 
weaknesses is a spirituality of sorts. I also support and leam 
from indigenous cultures and their belief systems surrounding 
human connection to animal life and to the earth itself When I 
was a kid, religion was like a blanket that completely covered 
me Now, with those covers peeled back, I can see systems 
of belief for what I want them to be: a small supportive 
segment of my life, rather than the focus There are twisted 
webs of semantics awaiting any person who engages in 
religious conversation with the topic of "spirituality" at hand. 
Continuing with a question on spirituality. Something 
which got me wondering is that you’re not very specific 
about your beliefs but you state very clearly that we have 
one life and we should live that to its fullest. Now I 
|| definitely agree with you about that, but not because we 
If only have one life. I believe in reincarnation, the laws of 
II karma and being more than just this body. 

., Well, at the moment there's a large media campaign 
running in Holland to discuss the topic of donor 
registration. We used to have orange cards that you 
could wear on you, but now there's a new policy that 
gives you the opportunity to get yourself registered 
centrally as a donor. This is a real good initiative, 
especially because I know it really works. My beet 
friend’s sister lives because of a donor kidney. Still, there 
are many (Christian) people who think they need their 
organs when they passed away and think all this organ- 
stuff is kinda spooky. I just wondered ;i; what do you 
think about all this? 

I am not an organ donor myself right now, though I used to 
be...I should renew my commitment to it, but haven't gotten 
around to it recently. Thanks for bringing it up. After we are 
dead, we are dead. We no longer need our organs or our 
bodies, and if they can be put to use by others, then I say that 
that is excellent. It is a bit spooky because it is hard to 
envision, but that is a moot point. I don't know much about 












































organ donation but from my limited understart^ng, that is my 
opinion. 

How Were you raised? What was your family like? How 
much different is the picture of your childhood from the 
picture you d raw of the perfect little American fam ily ? 

Great question, 1 was raised in a famijy of four, in a small 
country town m the northeastern part of America. The town 
had 6000 or so people and had a very strong sense of 
community My father switched jods during my childhood and 
: was under a tot of stress as he moved from place to place 
Working for different companies, it was only when he began 
; to work for himself in the mid 80’s that he fihaily found some 
peace, I saw the change In him immediately. His choice 
:: ;:irtspired : me.greatly as well as I began to make life choices 
ihvoiv^hg What paths I would take and whether or not I would 
foiow along serving the dreams of others or decide for myself 
whet I Waited and pursue goals accordingly. My mom is 
britiiant too in terms of her decisions of what she has done 
with her life. She was a teacher for years and got fed up with 
low pay for high maintenance employment She became an 
aerobics instructor at age 40 and is in great shape today. 
Same as with my father, her choice to do what she loved and 
make sacrifices necessary for that to become a reality was a 
great inspiration for me. My brother, with whom I did not get 
along until we had moved out of the house and moved to 
different parts of the country, was always athletic. He is 
currently a physical trainer / weightlifter / model in Atlanta. His 
determination is insurmountable and he has achieved an 
enormous amount in a field which many might consider to be 
obscure. So, alt told, l am surrounded by a family of creative 
thinkers. Their support has inspired me to work towards 
creativity in my own life as well. The differences between my 
family and the perfect American family? There i$ this 
inaccurate idea that the perfect family does nothing but love 
each other endlessly add ehjoy every waking moment 
together amicably. For my family, that was rarely true, in 
terms of the getting along side of things. While my parents 
were supportive of the projects I involved myself in, and 
although my father and I do care about each other, we (|ny 
father and I) ili a lot of problems during my earlier years A 


dysfunction goes.The highs and lows combined are what 
make.it a fulfilling experience. 

You wrote you have a good contact with your family 
although they live on the other side of the country? What 
kind of standards or values did tbey teach you (and kind 
bow much is there left of it}? 

Yes!.,we all keep In good touch these days. It took me moving 
30GG miles away to draw us closer together. My family taught 
me about, honesty, and that l had to cherish it They have 
taught me about the importance of expressing love and 
compassion. They have taught me about recognizing that In 
these precious hours and minutes is alt the life we have and 
all the life we Will ever get And that regardless of the 
personal, political, social, health or other problems we face 
that to live, to exist, to be, Is the ultimate and unyielding goal 
of every moment. My dad helped me to realize that quality of 
an action is better than quantity. My mom showed me that 
compassion is real and still exists on this earth. My brother 
has taught me about individuality and determination 
You talked about "Cycle of Cruelty’; and that if there 
weren’t any explanations of the lyrics you might be 
labeled as a pro-life band. How do you feel about the pro- 
life/pro-chotce Issue? I personally (as a woman) think it is 
definitely possible to be pronprotection of an unborn 
child, but I'm also very much for the ability to get 
abortions done in a proper way. In Africa (but also here in 
Holland} there are still women who try to stimulate 
miscarriages by sticking knitting needles into their 
wombs, Have you thought about this? 

Yes, I think about this a lot. The traditional viewpoint here in 
the states is that "pro-choice 11 implies "pro-child murder", 
which obviously isn't true, and so, I find both the pro-life and 
pro-choice distinctions difficult. I feel that a womans ability to 
choose a legal and safe abortion is an important decision 
making process to protect. In the states, the pro-life 
contingency has become violent over the last few years 
(killing abortion doctors, etc) and this just turns me off even 
more To be honest, I don't think much about this issue 
unless l am talking to someone who disagrees with me about 
it. I know my feelings about abortion and I am not out to 
change anyone else’s as the first and foremost mission of 
each day, I support the rights of women to decide whatever 
they want to decide concerning their own bodies and the lives 
inside those bodies. Is this hypocritical of me, considering the 


communication barrier exists between us in that he cah -say 
something, possibly even with good intentions, and I will hear 
it differently than he intended. The same is true in reverse In 
terms of the things 1 say to him. this led to countless 
arguments over the years. As it stands now, things are much fact that I live vegan as well? Absolutely. I accept that, 
better between us, and we have come to understand that we Finally, something I’m just curious about: what do you 

need to take more caire of each other, as we only get one life think about the “infiltration” of business in hardcore? 

to ify and make amends, and that this is that life. Our family The business side of hardcore is the root of the problems we 
was also broken up a bit by my drug and alcohol use during face as humans struggling to survive this world The 
the mid to late 60'$. Recreational for the most part, but it: production of consumables and the sale of those items in the 
reppHed proportions intense enough that even to this day I hardcore scene is like a baby version of the mass-market 

feel the draw of what I identify as alcoholism. My family was capitalism we scream about in our lyrics (meaning many 


hot prepared tp have me drunk or stoned, and they got to see 
quite a bit of both. All told, I enjoyed my childhood ...good 
natural surroundings in the country and occasional unstable 
family situations. A little of both good and bad. Sometimes 
great, sometimes terrible. That is a more accurate 
representation of many American families, as traditional 


bands that attack corporate business practices) At what point 
do the ads we place in zines begin to replicate the standard 
patterns of greed and acquisition presented by the major 
corporate ads we see in glossy magazines? Granted, the 
venue is different in that a DIY zine is different in countless 
aspects from the newsstand magazine, but the lines have 
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become blurred |p recent yeafSi^fdd the effect of 
standardization is beginning to M toil. We allow 
ourselves to be consumed by the process of production and 
consumption when we accept standard forms and methods in 
the marketplace of hardcore and punk; just: like we are 
consumed by the brainless purchasing routines we go through 
in the rest of our lives at grocery stores and similar venues, I 
appreciate all efforts to diminish the effects of business in 
hardcore, though it is extremely difficult to avoid completely, 
especially as demand for products increases and choices are 
made ;to satisfy that demand The exchange is a noose 
around all of our necks, but it is one of which we, by the 
measure. of our actions and participation, control the 
slackness gr tension. J|f 
Last eonsme«ts?T|||:;; ; 

There you go. hope that all ifelps. Thanks for taking the time 
to make the interview work out! 

Discography: | 

199| 5 song demo cassette - 550 made 


5 song doe-sided 12" of demo songs - released 
by Hipster Records in England - pressing of ? 
copies 


1998 “Through the Darkest: Days” - 4 song 7" on 
Crimethlnc Records 

1996 Demo version of “Splinter" on "Psychocivilised 
CD cprpp, Eieyator Music 

1998 Demo version of Away" on Inside Front 
zme comp, Crimethinc Records 

1997 "Foundation" - 4 song 7” f 5 song CD on New Age 
Records 

1997 "Through the Darkest Days" 9 song CD featuring 
the 4 song 7" + the five demo tracks re-recorded 

1997 New demo recording version of "500 Years" on 
the Excursion Sampler CD, Excursion Records 

1997 "Foundation" session version of "This is Not a J| 

Trend" on "ten Years Later” CO comp on 
Bossanova Records 

1997 "Forty-Three” six song ID" - featuring alt S demo 
f ? tracks and the extra track : from!the|l||hll|l|l:il 

CD, all on vinyl together, Jawk Records 

1998 "Ascension" on Blackout Records compilation §| 
“Our Own Way”, ' 

1998 Upcoming fu II length, scheduled f§§ Eqaai Vision 

Records 





NEW CD 













Distributed by Sonic Rendezvous 
P.0. Box 417,1800 AK Alkmaar Holland 
Phone: +31(0)72 567 3030, e-mail; sonic@euronet.nl 
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When we got this tape from H-street, 
who come from Austria, we already had 
some great expectations. We heard a lot 
of good things about it and the fact that 
we knew it was coming made us excited, 
to say the least. The day we got the tape, 

Suzanne’s parents were at our place and 
while we were having dinner, I put the tape 
on... let me tell you that I can’t tell what 

was said during dinner. I was astonished _ 

by that cassette vve just gbtl We think that H-Street is an awesome band and 
we’re really happy to have them on our compilation. The fact that their name is H- 
street just ads to the fun. These guys must have grown up skateboarding at the 
same time I did. They even made me check out that “Hokus Pokus” skateboard 
movie oncf again, to check out how magnificent guys like Matt Hensley or Sal 
Barbier skated. I even got nostalgic thinking at the time I was riding the “Matt 
Hensley King Size” -board. I must have been twenty or something. Those were 
great times and H-Street was a great skate-company. Due to this band we’re able 
to re-live the time of great skateboarding and hey, not just that, these people from 
Austria manage to give us some great music! This is the history as Danny, their 
guitar-play# wrote it: 


Well, it all sprted in the vein 
of "Breathe” the band before 
“H-Street”. Rob, Torn and 
myself were playing in that 
band. It was really awesome 
for some period of time, but | 
then it all started wearing off 


about playing that style of music all the time. And one 
day when we sat in 


Style hardcore. And I definitely wanted §?ob on 
jiftiins and Tom on vocals because we just had been 




PtllPIctually yvantedj to play bass. So, we sprted to 
musical interests just went figure that out and who could play the other guitar. In 
apart. Rob, Tobi and Rainer the beginning we thought of Daniel (from Manface) and 
(the other Breathe members) Jorg (Manface, Falllime) but Mario, who started hanging 
wanted to play Swing Kids oui with us at that time, played Bass in a band called 
style hardcore, and in the ‘The Unloved’ and they split up. So we asked him to 
beginning I was into that as play and he was totally into it. And Jorg also joined the 

well (at least that was what I band at that time. Well, in the beginning it was very 

thought). But then after some difficult because we hardly ever practiced and Jorg 

time I lost my interest didn’t have that much time (he was too busy with 

because I noticed that 1 just school, his girlfriend and his other bands) it kinda 
didn’t want to play that kinda seemed the band wouldn’t last long. Also, the scene in 
music. Tom started to feel Vienna started getting smaller and smaller. Less people 
the same way and so coming to shows, tfie kids started breaking The Edge 
Breathe split up. That was and shit. And it was all very depressing. But somehow I 
when the idea of H-Street kept on pushing because I didn’t want the band to break 

started. At that tjme, Torn up. So, we threw away all the songs we had at that time 

and I were really into that and I started writing new songs, more melodic songs. 
’88 style hard do re. Rob:: Not really on purpose but it just turned out that way. 
didn’t care about it And all of a sudden things started getting better and 
back then but Tom better. We changed guitarplayers because Jorg just 
and I were talking didn’t have the time (I don’t know how to say this but we 
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didn’t throw him out, it just turned out this way). We 
asked Georg (from the band ‘Mar’) if he would like to 
play, and he said yes. 

We started practicing more often and we finally made it 
and recorded a demo. 

The purpose from H-Street is to keep alive of wha$: 
there is left now. I mean, for a while it really seemed lik® 
everything was dying in Vienna. People didn’t get along 
wilh eachother anymore and stuff like that. And we 


of the past, of the skateboard video Hokus Pokus". 
That video was tike a revolution fn skateboarding for us 
back then. (If you haven’t seen it. be sure to check it 
out, it’s a killer!). Back then H-Street was the raddest 
skateboard-company there was (at least for us) and 
since skateboarding always played a big part in our 
we all were really into it. And we think that the past 
ateboarding shouldn t be forgotten because it has 
ng to do with skateboarding today. Back then it 
was all about fun and friendship. Today it’s about 


played a show a few days ago and it was awesome. 
The kids really got into it, and that brings back hope for 
Vienna once again. We are trying to bring back 
something that was lost. I think in old school hardcore 
it’s kinda like old school skateboarding. It doesn’t matter 
what clothes you wear, it doesn’t matter what political 
opinion you have (except racist or fascist opinions of 
course!), and it doesn’t matter what other music you 
listen to... To put it all together I would say that in old 
school, hardcore people respect eachother a lot more 
than anywhere else. 


To say a few things about our name... The suggestion 
to call the band H-Street’ came from Tom. and I 
thought it was an awesome idea, cause it reminded me 


money, trends and even drugs. Some skateboarders 
these days even pretend to be gangsters or something! 

I think that it’s realty sad what happened to 
skateboarding but I guess that’s what this trend brings 
with K, Back then skateboarding was controlled by 
skateboarders, now It’s people with dollars-signs in their 
eyes... . ’' ’ ’ 


Thanks a lot: Johan & Suzannfe (reflections fanzine), 
Seb (Highscore), Robert (Commitment records), Vienna 
Crew, B-250Q Crew, Pooh-Crew, Pile-up-Crew, 
Uppercut-Crew. Pizza-maker-Crew. the 88minute 
Chorus, St. Polten-Crew, Welser-Crew, Funky-disco- 
kids-Crew, Liesing-Crew, Ursn for taking pictures. 
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This could be seen as an interview, I guess. Alex answered some questions that I sent him by e- 
mail, but we actually prefer this as to be seen as an introduction to Strength Approach. We’re 
very happy to have them on our compilation as we think they’re one of the most promising bands 
from Europe right now. 


Can you give us an introduction for the readers about Strength Approach? Who’s in the 
band, age, how/when did you started etc. etc. 

Okay, what can I say? It’s the same old story... Strength Approach was formed in April 1996 after 
a long period where Christian and myself were looking for some crazy people in order to play the 
music we liked most. The classical old school thing in the vein of great bands such as Gorilla 
Biscuits and Youth of Today in an age ruled by the new wave of Heavy Metal/New School bands. 
As I said, we started with the intention of playing the same, fast and good music which influenced 
me the most and also, to simply have fun together! The first line-up featured Christian (drums), 
Alessandro (bass), Mirko (guitar) and me, Alex (vocals) ‘till the day that Christian left the band. 
That was a few months after the recording of the song for the Roma XXX compilation “The new 
season” which made the band come out from the ‘darkness’, and it was only two days before the 
start of our first tour. Gianluca from R.D.D. replaced Christian on Drums and with this line-up we 
have played the most of the funny and good shows and we recorded our debut 7” as well. Every 
show was like a party and the crowd anticipation was always great. Unluckily the situation got 
worse a few months ago when Gianluca and Alessandro left the band because they they’re not 
felt involved anymore but in spit of that the adventure goes on with the same spirit of the 
beginning. Anyway, after this long and ‘detailed’ intro, let me say that right now we have: 

Mirko Approach (23, guitar) also known as the dark side of Strength Approach (laido core rules!). 
Guilio (17, drums) the new sensation of the band. The Blast (21, bass) or the “bear”. Alex (21, 
vocals) tattooed (or hungry!) man of the scene. 

By that time only Mirko and me have remained in the band cause Strength Approach is more 
than a simple project. It’s what we are about. We can’t fit in the standards of our so-called 
modern and civilized society which tries to keep us confirmed to its rules We gotta stay active in 
order to make choices of our own without closing our eyes in front of the nowadays problems 
Also, the fact that we play old school’ music doesn’t mean we talk shit about the New School or 
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Metal bands. No matter what kind of music you play, the most important thing is the spirit inside 
and what you do. The dividing labels don’t mean a fuck to us. We gotta fight the same fight: 
Unite! 

What's the motivation for doing the band? You want to get a message out? 

We started the band mainly with the intention of having fun on stage after a long period where 
there was a lack of fun at shows. We love playing our stuff, singing along and commuhfCStirig 
with all the kids around. I firmly believe in the importance of progression through 
communication... I mean that the message behind and in the lyrics is really important. It’s the first 
step of some kind of progress in order to make people think about different topics. We don’t have 
to preach our truth as being ‘absolute’ but we gotta communicate and put it in practice instead of 
spitting noting but empty words! 

Why the involvement with hardcore? What does attract you in the hardcore scene? 

The hardcore movement is everything to me. I used to listen to heavy and alternative (I hate that 
word) stuff but hardcore is something more. Making new friends, listening to new bands, doing 
zines and being really active keeps my interest alive. This involvement was some sort of turning 
point in my life thanks to my friends, Everything is so perfect and this feeling still remains, even if 
we sometimes have to ‘return to reality' (you know what I mean?!)...Anyway, I think it’s just 
fucking great! 

Why Straight edge? What’s your motivation for being sXe? 

I think that being XXX is a direct expression of my will in order to 
reject the;poison^ of our society. I mean that before this, I used to 
smoke or drink to feck real ‘alternative’ but that was no real 
alternative! It r s not a bunch Of K dO this, do thaT -style rules, a 
clothing style or simply a slogan.,, it-s something I feel deeply as 
being ‘mine’. I don't aj^ee with all those so-called XXX intolerant 
people who use to discriminate other people because of their habits 
and consider violence a solution. That’s not my idea of XXX. It’s 
most and for all based bn re^pit i My best friends are not XXX, my 
girlfriend is not a vegetarian and What should I do about that? Shoot 
them? No fucking way! 

How do you see yourself in say, ten years? 

1 will remain;:the same: More tattoos! Ha, ha. Sbli play ing the band 
and something more, because this is not a phase of youte, it's what 
we are about. Nov/ and forever! . 

What Is it that you like or don't iike in the scene? 

So many aspects of the scene interest me. Travelling playing good 
shows, hanging out.,. But lately Pm getting sick of people who talk 
about unity, friendship and stuff like that in ordi^ to play a ro|b> when 
their heart isn't into what they preach. These people only use the 
hardcore scene for their chrty profit. Selling out what we are into, and above all they don't care 
about all me kids who make our movement grow everyday. They only seem to care about their 
wallets. We don’t need false people! 

What other interests do yon have besides die band, are you working or something ? 

We are four different guys with different tastes but we have one cpmrngn interest, which is the 
band. Anyway, here's what we do in everyday life: I love spending moot of my time with my 
girlfriend, reading, travelling and other stuff like that I study at the uniy^ I used to work in 
a tattoo shop as a badypiercer Mirko is serving in the army (it sUck^l) but he; Ibv^s collecting 
comics, records and playing in different bands in order to satisfy His ego Giulid s^ll studies but he 
is an active guy because he loves to ride his skateboard and kickboxing. I can't really say much 
about 'The Blast' as he’s really introvert but I know that he collects horror movies arid Star Wars 
gadgets. 

What is your main goat in life? 

lately I'm getting tired of living under pressure. 1 mean, there's often so little time and so much to 
do,.. This drives me crazy! I'd iike to live my life peacefully without cares and try to just be a 
better person and improve myself because Pm not perfect at all! 

Anything else you want to share/say? 

At first I want to thank you for your support. Pm sorry for my bad English but l hope the readers 
understand what I want to say, also thanks for having us on your compilation. Greetings to 
Christina for her love and patience. The Roma XXX legion (bands, people, zines...) and all the 
Strength Approach members. A special thanks goes out to my forefinger for helping me out 
writing this interview Contact the band! (We love getting mail!) And check out our upcoming 
releases! (Address can be found on the compilation 7” ) 
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unconquered unborn day of suffering 

wall of time cd truth against the world mcd the eternal jihad cd 


constraint 
breath 7" 


disrespect 
meriadan 7" 


still here: rancor - distinguish cd • insurrection - mcd • constraint - 1218 mcd • veil - works cd • ironside - cd • soulstice cd • framework cd 
soon: arkangel 10" • rancor - distinguish 10" • disembodied - diablerie lp • grimlock lp • day of suffering - the eternal jiahd lp 
disrespect mcd / 10" (repress") 



new records 
distributed 
by the cartel 


nora 


disembodied 

if god only knew... mcd / 10' 


seventy eigh td ays 
revolution through anonymity mcd / 7" 


birthright mcd 


countervail mcd 


contrition 
transitory cd 


sww 




picturesce 
shine in eyes mcd 


you Uftv* ciettioa..) 


extinction 

what you’ve created 7" 


soon: harvest - T / cd • boy sets fire - mcd • for the love of - cd • adl benefit comp cd 
just ask for the mailorder catalog includong tons of sxe, nyhc and metal cd’s and vinyl 
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Heavy, midtempo '9Gs-style 
hardcore with plenty of the 
metal parts we all love. 
Featuring members of 
Converge. 


Brutal, ferocious straight¬ 
edge hard core from the 
capital of sXe, Syracuse NY. 
In the vein of Earth Crisis & 
Hatebreed. 


Four New Jersey kids 
provide the perfect 
summertime soundtrack. 
Play it in your car with the 
windows down. 


I EQUAL 
VISION 


Another Victim 

APOCALYPSE NOW 


Saves The Day 

can't SLOW DOWN 


BANE 

HOLDING THIS MOMENT: 




MORE METAL THAN A FUCKING SCRAPYARD 




OYh'Kl.'IST 



APM£ 


<Jive Them Rope lp/es/cd Fight Ambition to Kill lp/cs/cd 


To Reduce The Choir To 

Just One Soloist lp/cd 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM EDISON; 


005: OVERCAST Bxpectational Dilation . cd/cs 

000.5: COALESCE / CONVERGE split . T ep 

001: STARKWEATHER Into The Wire .I2ymcs/mcd 

004: COALESCE A Safe Place . V ep 

003: OVERCAST Begging For Indifference....!'/mcs/mcd. 

-:- 1 



005 


000.5 


001 


004 


003 


999 


edison recordings 

p.O. box 4258(5, phild pH 19101-2586 


•Hum 


We also distribute over 300 other hardcore/ punk/ indie/ 

metal label’s merchandise • Send (2 (US), (3 (world) for 
our huge 116 page catalog or visit as on the web at 
www.ediaonrecordings.com or www.verydistro.com 


V ep - $4, 12VmCi - $8, mcd - $8, lp/c* - $8, cd - $11 
US add $3 per order for faat priority shipping. 
Canada add $2 per item, Europe add $4 per item. 

Vi*a/Ma*tercard/Di*cover/American Exprea* order* plea*e 
call VERY DISTRIBUTION at (215) 203-8379, 12-7 pm daily. 
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“Let’s picture the situation. Out of the desire to do 
something productive for the scene, a kid decides to start 
a record label. He starts with a couple of 7” EP’s, and 
before he knows it, things start picking up. All of the 
sudden, he’s just overwhelmed with dealing with 
distributors, pressing plants, paying the bands, 
promotion and mailorder. Also working anywhere from 30 
to 40 hours a week at his day job, he just falls behind, 
leaving a lot of orders unanswered and a lot of people 
disgruntled with his effort. He doesn’t make enough 
money from the record label to keep it going without a 
job, yet the only way he can sufficiently support himself is 
by working. Frustrated he realizes he has to make a 
choice between the two. I’ll give you one guess as to 
which he chooses. 

I’ve heard the story before. The names were different 
every time, but the story was pretty much the same 
nonetheless. I’m sure you probably know someone who 
fell in a similar predicament. Either with a record label, a 
fanzine, a band, or practically anything scene-related that 
requires a lot of hard work and much of your time. To 
most people it’s just not worth it. At this point in my life, I 
life away from home. To support myself, I work 40 hours a 
week, Any spare time I have is spent behind my 
computer, on the phone working out details for the zine, 
setting up or conducting the interviews you read in this 
zine, listening to and reviewing records sent to me for this 
zine. Reading and reviewing people’s zines, bothering the 
local photographers for prints, setting up more 
distribution outlets for the zine and... well, I think you see 
the pattern here. The fact is, I’m frustrated too. But for 
some reason or another, I do it. I know I can do it well, 
and I know people appreciate it. I won’t lie though. Things 
could be a lot easier if I only had to do one or the other. 
That’s where the sore spot comes out. Most people think 
it’s wrong to make some sort of profit from any sort of 
scene-related work, and rightfully so, I mean, I wouldn’t 
want someone overcharging me for his product just so he 
could buy a large-screen TV set or eat at any of the local 
high-priced restaurants. But that’s for the most part a 
pipe dream. The people I know who run record labels and 
live off them work hard. They don’t have set nine to five 
hours . They work everyday, from morning to evening, 
often struggling to meet the rent. They’re responsible, 
and are able to put their all into a project that they believe 
in. They earn every penny, even though all of them are 
most likely living below the national poverty level. 

Through my own and other’s experiences, I’m convinced. 
I’m thoroughly convinced that with any sincere amount of 
hard work and community support, any project can 
become successful. We don’t have to lose any more foot 
soldiers to the mainstream workforce. We can become 
our own self-supported subculture, fully appreciative of 
each other’s talents. You don’t have to fuck people over 
to survive. But you don’t have to starve yourself either. 

-Norm Arenas, Anti Matter tt4 


Let’s face it: Business and hardcore doesn’t seem to fit that 
well. On the other hand: look how many people there are 
doing stuff, being it a distro, a label or whatever. You have to 
deal with money, whether you like it or not. And you have to 
make sure that you don’t loose too much of it otherwise the 
fun is gone pretty quick. And what Norm Arenas talks about... 
it does happen. Your distribution seem to be pretty popular or 
your label has some bands that are getting pretty well- 
known... Well, what would you do? Knowing that when you 
quit your job you won’t make that much of a salary but at the 
same time, you are able to do the thing you love the most. In 
other words: You can live your life the way you want it. 
Nobody is responsible for your actions and you can do things 
the way you want it to. You can work on your own dream 
instead the dream from your boss where you didn’t agree with 
in the first place... 

Sounds far from you? Could be. When you still go to school 
and don’t have to worry about paying the rent. Or when you 
never really were in the position that you were dependent on 
some asshole boss who only hires you because he makes 
money off you. It’s not so hard to call people sell-outs who try 
to do the thing they love to do the most when you don’t have 
to work and make a living because mom and dad feeds you... 

Alright, to make a long story short; what it has to do with us... 
We both have a job and this zine only costs us money so far. I 
guess that with issue #10 we were, for the first time, capable 
of not losing money on it. So, don’t think reflections is 
anywhere near what the stories above are about. The reason I 
printed it down is that as soon as someone comes in the 
position where he can make that choice to live from what he 
build up, he or she is doing something that quite some people 
don’t agree with. And that happens in Europe as well. No, this 
isn’t about Goodlife records, there are more people like 
Edward, who, in my opinion does so much for the hardcore 
scene that I wish him all the luck with what he’s doing, even 
though I’m not into all the music that Goodlife represents. 
There are more people like him that are on some sort of point 
where they can make that choice to self-support. And that’s all 
fine with me... I just want to say that it’s so easy to judge 
people who happen to make a little money from doing the 
thing they love the most. I agree: Hardcore should never ever 
become big business. But when there are a few people out 
there that can make a living because they work their asses off 
then I am the last person to judge them for being a capitalist. 
Go out and work for a boss for a few years and then honestly 
ask yourself that question. When you could make a living with 
doing the thing you love the most, wouldn’t you do that? I ask 
you to read the interview with Ian McKay in Anti-Matter #4, or 
the chat with John Dudeck from Very distribution and Edison 
records in Sliver magazine #3. I hope you get the picture... 
This is not about supporting big business, there simply doesn’t 
exist something like that in hardcore and I’m sure it never will 
either. I just wanted to show that for some people there is a 
choice to be made and I honestly think that when you are able 
to make a little money with doing the thing you love the most, 
you don’t really have to think long. Think about it before you 
go out boycotting labels because other people call them 
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money-hungry, or capitalists. What would you do in such a 
position? Thinking for yourself is also included in ‘being 
hardcore’. 

"It seems that anyone has a computer now and by 
stapling a few pages together they think they’ve done a 
" fanzineWell, it takes more than that, and the scariest 
thing of all is that a lot of those new zines even charge for 
ads. The mainstream status of today’s punkrock 
phenomena has permitted bad uninspiring and awfully 
looking zines never before seen around. I laugh at kids 
that have free ads for ‘the 1st issue’, but after that they 
feel they can charge $50 for a full page. Don’t believe the 
hype; there’s NO money to be made in the independent 
publishing world, and even less in the D.I.Y. zine scene... 
believe me, I’ve been at it for 5 years now and I still loose 
money. It takes time, devotion, passion, ideas and yes, 
some money to produce a good fanzine and the ones I’ve 
seen around aren’t like that...” 

- Lenny, DogprintMO 

I like to apply the above writing to our own zine... Well, when 
you do a zine and you read something like that you will 
anyway. It’s true what Lenny writes. I’ve heard a lot of people 
who want to start a fanzine and they start off asking how to get 
free promo-copies from labels and paid ads. They start 
worrying about money... 

Whenever you decide to do 
a zine you’ll do it because 
it’s cool doing it. It’s cool to 
create something. That 
should be your reason. It’s 
great to make something 
that is totally yours. That 
you can be 
proud off. And 
sure, we’re 
always willing 
to give advice on how 
things could be done but 
the best way is just doing 
what you feel is best and do 
it with all the skills you have 
and try to make something 
that’s from the heart. Not for 
the sake of ‘just doing a 
zine’. I’ve seen way too 
many zines which have only one issue out and that’s it. Trust 
me, it takes a lot of time and passion to continue. And that’s 
where I want this writing to lead too: Continuing and 
progression. What’s the use of doing a zine that has the same 
amount of pages, the same kind of interviews, the same layout 
and no progression at all? That's boring. I know that there are 
people who don’t care what a zine looks like... Well. I couldn’t 
be proud of a staple of stenciled papers that are hard to read. 
Certainly not after doing ten issues. And professionalism 
doesn’t mean commercialism, does it? 


Another thing that needs to be mentioned here: Advertising. 
We’ve got a few letters (and written in reviews) from people 
who thought there were too many ads in #10. We personally 
think that the comparison ads/contents wasn’t that bad. It’s not 
like it was an all-out advertising zine. With this very issue I 
think it’ll be about the same (right now, at the time of writing 
this, I have no clue how many ads there will be). The reason? 
Plain simple: People like to use our zine for promoting their 
products. Another reason? Again simple: Without the ads 
we’re not capable of doing what we want to. At this moment, 
about a month before this issue is about to be released, I think 
we can break even and don’t have to invest all the money 
from ourselves anymore to create this zine. That’s a relief. 
Finally we re in the position that we don’t have to worry too 
much about how to pay the bills for the printing company and 
the press-plant. Without the ads in here, I guess we were in so 
much depth that reflections would have called it quits. So, ads 
will be involved. Oh, one more thing: don’t worry, you won’t 
find stuff promoting One Life Crew and anything questionable 
of that matter in here, keep that in mind! 

Another thing on this whole business-stuff in hardcore... What 
is more DIY; working full-time at a regular job, which means 
being a part of the society that you don’t really like, or being 
able to do your OWN thing, on your own responsibilities, your 
own ethics and doing it within that ‘society’ you love so much, 
‘the hardcore scene’? When you’re able to run your own label 

and can support 
yourself by doing that. 
Isn’t that the 
most DIY you 
can get? 

I’m so happy to be 
involved with this whole 
hardcore thing! I mean, 
we came up with this 
plan to give tribute to 
one of the most positive 
and influential bands 
that there ever was, 
called 7-seconds and all 
these ‘big’ 

bands just 

want to 

contribute a 
song! I mean, when I, 

just some fanzine- 

maker would come up to Bono or whatever big artist (if I would 
even get the opportunity to get up to those people!) and ask 
‘em to do a song for us, they couldn’t do it because of 
contracts, not getting paid for it and all other bullshit that’s 
around the music-industry. And within the hardcore scene it’s 
just all possible. That’s just so great! I mean, even the, what 
we call, big bands, are fairly easy to approach and you can 
just have a conversation with anybody you want to. And it 
feels great to be a part of that. 
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Crucial Response is definitely THE straight edge hardcore label from Europe. It’s 
dedicated to release outstanding bands that play fast, straight forward hardcore with a 
powerful message. Over the last 9 years this label gave us a lot of awesome records from 
bands like Manliftingbanner, Brotherhood, Spawn, Onward, Mainstrike, Eyeball, 
Sportswear and much more. But who is the person behind the label? On a hot august 
day, after only a few hours of sleep this interview was conducted in the headquarters of 
Crucial Response with label owner Peter Hoeren, who has the name to be a shy person. 
Well, the silence is broken. 

-Jeroen V.- 

Are you tired? 

A bit. 

Do you still want to do the interview? 

Hmm, yeah, let’s do it. I hope it’s gonna be 
okay. 

What does the Crucial Response stand 
for? What is its meaning? 

When I started the label in ’89, a lot of people 
were stuck in the punk-cliche of ‘no future’, 
there was a lot of drug and alcohol abuse that 
led to self-destruction. The whole scene 
seemed to be very stagnant in a way. You 
really have to understand that there were only 
a few people who were straight edge back in 
those days and who would stand up and fight 
for something positive. We really had to fight 
for our principles and to make things change. 

I was searching of an outspoken name for the 
label and at the same time I also was making 


a fanzine together with my friend Marc Zeyen, 
that was supposed to be called ‘Crucial 
Response’. So I ended up using the name 
from that fanzine, because it never came out. 
The name ‘Crucial Response’ pretty much 
explains itself. I wanted to make a profound 
statement on straight edge as an answer to 
the punkrock cliche and the stagnant ‘no 
future’ mentality in the punk scene. Not all the 
bands that I put out were straight edge, but in 
a way they were connected to that scene and 
they all had a progressive, positive attitude. 
Before you changed your name to ‘Crucial 
Response’ the label was called ‘Anti- 
Schelski’. What is the main difference 
between the two labels? 

That’s a good question. I also thought about 
it. The basic aspects of both labels are the 
same. They both are hardcore labels that 
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release(d) pure, fast, energetic hardcore. But 
with Anti Schelski I didn’t really want to make 
a statement. At that time I already had some 
thoughts on how I see things, but with Crucial 
Response I wanted to speak out about them 
more clearly. When I became straight edge, it 
had such a positive impact on my life, that I 
wanted to push it more to the front. Things 
progressed more with Crucial Response, I 
guess. So the main difference is that I wanted 
to set some new goals, like promoting the 
straight edge and changing things for 
yourself. 

Your label focuses on releasing old school 
straight edge bands. Do you see this as a 
limitation concerning the musical 
spectrum and the message? 

Maybe it’s a limitation. On the other hand I 
don’t see it that way, because if you look at 
Manliftingbanner, Backdraft, Stand Off or 
Feeding the fire, they all differed from the old 
school sound. For example Backdraft had 
new school influences and Manliftingbanner 
had more eighties hardcore influences. They 
differ a lot from the more youthcrew type 
bands like Onward, Mainstrike or Eyeball. And 
as for the message, not all the bands I 
released were straight edge as I said. 

Yeah, but I think that the bands that you 
put out five or six years ago were more 
diverse. Manliftingbanner, Spirit of Youth 
and Stand Off all have a different sound 
and approach. A lot of the new bands on 
your label have this Chain of Strength or 
Mouthpiece type sound and stick to the 
typical hardcore lyrics. Don’t you see this 
as stagnation? 

Musically I like the Chain of Strength, Youth of 
Today and Bold sound the most. I don’t think 
it’s stagnation because it’s what I want to do 


with the label. If people don’t like it, then that’s 
fine with me. I don’t care, because I’m 
responsible for the label and I only put stuff 
out that I like. I think it’s cool when bands in a 
way rip off some aspects of a sound. Like 
Sportswear, Onward and Mainstrike are really 
good at what they do. They keep the spirit of 
hardcore alive. About the other point... Six 
years ago the bands maybe had a more 
political message, they tried to look more 
outside of the hardcore scene. They just had 
a bigger horizon. But hey, what the fuck... 

But bands used to be more outspoken 
about things like politics or how they look 
at life, at today’s society or at our world. 
Don’t you think it’s important that a band 
also has something to say? 

Of course, the bands' lyrics are also important 
to me. Okay, bands like Eyeball or 
Sportswear don’t want to make a political 
statement, that’s not what the bands were 
made up for. You can’t compare those bands 
with Manlifting-banner, they have different 
roots. But that doesn’t mean they don’t know 
what’s going on in this world. They are 
intelligent people, but they just don’t want to 
reflect some opinions in their lyrics. Maybe it’s 
stagnation... 

Is it a reflection of how the scene is today? 

Yes, I think so. But maybe in a few years it 
will change again. On the other hand Dead 
Stool Pigeon are a very political band. And 
also a band like Mainstrike, I don’t think they 
are a political band, but their lyrics have 
important things to say. They are pointing on 
social issues and try to speak out what they 
think is wrong in our world. But they sing from 
a different aspect. So the message of the 
bands on Crucial Response is still very 
diverse. You always can complain about 
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things. If people complain then they should try 
it for themselves. If you think that there is a 
lack than you should fill it. That’s important for 
people to realize too, you know. It’s too easy 
to only criticize others. 

What are the critics to choose a band for 
your label? What do you look for in the 
music, the lyrics and the attitude of a 
band? 

It has to be fast, powerful hardcore. I put out 
music, so that comes in the first place. But I 
think it’s a combination of things, the band 
also has to have some content. I never would 
put out a band with good lyrics and bad 
music, so the music is a little bit more 
important. But to state it clear, I will never put 
out a band with fascist or sexist lyrics or 
attitudes. That’s out of the question. 

About six years ago some of your bands 
had a strong political stance. How do you 
look back at that time? Was it something 
that belonged to hardcore? 

I was more connected to communism, but I 
don’t know if it belongs to hardcore. The 
whole ideology of hardcore is more based on 
the do it yourself idea and on the individual 
things. It was a change for the better to add 
something new, like the idea of communism 
to hardcore. The bands sung about new 
aspects and gave it to the people. When punk 
started it had a negative image, it was about 
anarchy and nihilism. Anarchy the way Crass 
pushed it was good, they tried to offer an 
alternative. But all the things in punk were 
very individual and communism was totally 
opposed to that. Communism is all about 
community. So this was very confrontational 
to a lot of people. 

Not only the label, but also you as a 
person, was politically outspoken. How do 
you look back at it now? 

I don’t know... (long silence) The reason why 
I do a label is because I want to put out the 
bands that ! like. The bands should have their 
say about things. They should speak out. If I 
want to voice my opinion, I should start a 
band. It would be a little egoistic when I 
pushed the label”s opinion in the front. So I 
decided that I just wanted to put out bands. I 
don’t want to push my views through the 
label, I prefer to keep that in the background. 
The label is there for bands. When you look at 
the labels history you will recognize a leading 
thread from ’89 until now and see what the 
different aspects are involved within the label. 
But still, these aspects are mostly represented 
by the bands, not by me. 


But don’t you think that people also 
started to realize that hardcore won’t 
change the world but only the people 
involved? 

That’s also one of the points. I think that the 
hardcore scene is a reflection of our society. If 
you look at society in general, in ’89 things 
started to change. The Berlin wall came 
down, the so-called communist countries 
collapsed and the whole society changed 
itself and that also reflected in the hardcore 
scene later on. Because the idea of 
communism collapsed, people started to look 
for something different. It’s not that I’m not 
outspoken on political things anymore, but I 
just want to keep it on the background. 

Do you think that there still is a necessity 
to be political involved when you look at 
the situation in Germany? 

Yes, that’s what I also wanted to say. The 
problems are still here, the collapsing of those 
countries doesn’t mean anything is solved. 
There still is so much starvation, 
unemployment, and people who can’t pay the 
rent or food. Maybe in a few years, bands will 
be more outspoken about it again, because 
social issues are still very important. 

Crucial Response is still an underground 
DIY label, but you also choose to work 
with bigger distribution channels. How 
does that fit into the DIY ethic in your 
opinion? 

Ok, if you look at the pure idea and ethic of 
DIY, then I think it failed. The problem is, 
when you start a label you just put out a few 
records and then it’s pretty easy, you know. 
But eight or nine years later you put out a lot 
of stuff and there is a lot of money involved. 
You have to work with bigger distributors, 
because they pay regularly and work more 
professionally. The smaller mailorders and 
DIY distributors don’t take that much 
responsibility because for them it’s a hobby. 
They can’t put the effort in it that is needed to 
make it work or they don’t care enough to pay 
in time. The label is really my main job right 
now; it’s so much work. If you have to work 14 
hours a day, you can’t do other work beside it. 
So you have to make profit out of the label to 
pay your rent. Also the pressing plant, the 
printers, the bands, they all have to get paid 
So, maybe the DIY concept failed in a way, 
because the DIY scene doesn’t offer a real 
good alternative to the bigger distributors. It’s 
really important to sell the records and get the 
money back, just to keep things going. 

But will you keep on dealing with small 
distributors in the future, because the 
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‘dealing direct’ thing is one of the 
important things in hardcore? 

Exclusivity has never been an issue for me. 
For me it’s a combination. I deal with Sonic 
Rendezvous now. They are pretty big, but that 
doesn’t mean I won’t deal with smaller 
distributions anymore. I still work with a lot of 
small distributors and mailorders. It’s still 
grassroots. The small distributions and 
mailorders get the records cheaper to the 
people, which I think is also important. I still 
support the whole DIY idea, but if people 
complain they should start a new distribution 
like Blacklist a few years ago. Blacklist 
wanted to offer an alternative to inspire 
people to do it yourself. But in the last year or 
so, all the small distributors collapsed in a 
way. Maybe because they couldn’t handle it 
anymore, because it became too big and they 
also had regular jobs. It’s a difficult situation. 
People should think about it and try to find an 
alternative to it. I would fully support that. But 
if I look at it realistically the pure idea failed for 
Crucial Response. That still means DIY is a 
very important thing... I’m still 100% 
supportive. I guess it’s clear what I wanted to 
say. 

Okay, something else. What do you do in 
your private life, besides the label? 

My hobby is hardcore (laughter). I do a lot of 
sports, like soccer and jogging. I hang out 
with my friends, go out and meet them. 

Do you go out a lot? 

No, not that much, because I have always so 
much work to do. When I go out it’s mostly to 
shows. I go to the movies and stuff like that, 
but not twice a week or something. 

A lot of people think you are a quiet and 
shy person, how come? It’s an obvious 
characteristic of your personality. 

I know. I think it’s funny. The reality is that if I 
need to say something, than I say it. I can be 
pretty straight about things. People think I’m 
shy or whatever but that’s just that I’m not a 
person that wants to be in the center of 
things. But if there are important subjects or 
things to be said, I will say it into the face of 
people. I don’t think I’m that shy. 

You just don’t have the feeling you should 
talk to everyone at shows? 

The people who are important to me... They 
know how I feel. Because I’m doing a record 
label, I’m a public person. I know it sounds 
stupid, but it’s that way I just want to keep 
things separated. I also need privacy, so 
that’s why I keep a little distance to people 
People can come up to me and ask me if they 
want to know something But sometimes I 


also need a break. It’s not I’m arrogant, but at 
shows I want to hang out with friends. 
Besides my friends I don’t communicate with 
a lot of people at shows, because I already do 
that the whole time through the label. 

What would you like to achieve with your 
personal life? 

I just want to be happy. That’s my biggest 
concern. I don’t have to become rich, I just 
want to be happy. It’s also important that my 
friends are happy, if they need help I will try to 
help them. I work a lot and that way I always 
have to choose between things and that’s 
sometimes hard. In a way I’m not that happy 
right now, because I want to achieve some 
more privacy and free time in my life. But 
sometimes it’s a bit hard, because of all the 
work. If I would have more privacy I would 
also have some more time for my friends. I 
just try my best. But then again, everybody 
has his or her own problems. My biggest 
concern is my own happiness and the 
happiness of my friends. 

Something different now. What’s the story 
about the Chain of Strength record that 
you refused to put out? 

I didn’t really refused it, but Michiel from 
Manliftingbanner used to write with Chris 
Bratton and when Chain of Strength broke up, 
they still had some unreleased songs. I don’t 
know if they are the songs that are on the 
Circle Storm record, because they said they 
had 7 unreleased songs, just before they 
broke up. First I was really psyched to put it 
out, but when I stayed at Kent McClard’s 
(Heartattack zine / Ebullition records) house, I 
read a lot of stuff in fanzines about them. In a 
way Chain of Strength were a bunch of 
hypocrites. They claimed to be True ‘till 
death’ about straight edge and so on, but after 
some time they said in interviews they were 
really not straight edge. The band was great 
but the persons were just hypocrites. But 
when I hear the songs on the Circle Storm 
album, they are just boring. Eight years ago it 
would have been pure energy, but doing it 
now, it’s like beating a dead horse. I don’t like 
that Circle Storm album. 

You also had the opportunity to do the 
Circle Storm 7”, why didn’t you do that 
record? 

I heard the songs back then and I asked 
them, but Chris said they had to add the 
vocals to it. So that didn’t work out. And 
besides that, it were only two songs. I think 
it's stupid for a hardcore 7” to have only two 
songs on it 
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Do you have any concerns about where 
hardcore is heading at? Do you think that 
a lot of people don’t take it to heart and 
will drop out of it? 

I think a lot of people take it to heart, but if 
not... Life goes on. I can’t blame people if 
they drop out of it. They have to lead their 
own lives and decide what ‘s important for 
them. People, who dropped out and look 
back, still will say it was important for them. A 
lot of the old people who dropped out took it 
to their hearts and I know a lot of people who 
are now into hardcore that will drop out some 
time. A lot of the old people who are gone are 
still straight edge. For example George (one 
of the guys who helped starting the label), he 
has nothing to do with hardcore anymore, but 
he is still straight edge, already for 14 years. I 
have a lot of respect for those people. The 
most important is that they are still my friends 
and that we still stick together. 

A few years ago some people laughed at 
straight edge bands playing fast hardcore 
and now all of a sudden they all jump on it 
because it’s cool again. 

But that’s not necessarily true for all bands 


and people involved. For example Mainstrike 
and Onward started the whole old school 
thing again in Europe. They did that before it 
became big again. But now of course, for a lot 
of people it’s a trend. It’s always the same. 
People should do whatever they want. If they 
want to play vegan straight edge metal, they 
should do that. I personally think it sucks. I 
even think that it’s not hardcore, but they 
should do whatever they want to do. I can 
respect it if they believe in what they’re doing. 
But it’s not what I’m heading for. 

Okay, last question. Next year is the tenth 
anniversary of Crucial Response. Are 
there any special plans to celebrate it? 
Maybe. For me it’s like ’10 years, okay 
whatever’. I’m more concerned about the 
label, it doesn’t matter if it’s 10 years or 8 
years. Maybe we will do a festival or 
something like that. I also want to do a video 
documentation and maybe I want to do a 
book. But honestly, I have so many plans, if 
it’s 10 years or not. I think the best thing is to 
have a cool show with all the bands I recently 
put out. 
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- youth crow straight edge - 


KIARDD 1 — Still the same feeling „pdsitive SxE Compilation" 7“ 

(with: Proud Yduth, Dedication, Impressions and Reject) 

KIARDD2 - Proud Youth „nothing’s changed" 7“ (new line - 


(YOU CAN ORDER THE PY 7“ AS A VERY LIM. EDITION WITH AN HUGE YOUTH CREW MAG. FOR 1 5DM/$9> 

KIAROD3 — Refuse the statement „debut“ 7“ ik-town crew strikes...) 

(THE 7“ IS IN ASSOCIATION WITH STRUGGLE INSIDE REC. - GET YOUR LIM. EDITION THROUGH KEEP IT 

A I I \/ F* ) 


STILL AVAILABLE: Proud Youth t-shirt - Refuse the statement t-shirt and Keep it alive crewneck 
KEEP IT ALIVE MAG.: more than 25 Interviews & over 100 pages...!!! (get it with the PY 7“ on lim. colored vinyl) 
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If there is one man who’s there from the very beginning and is, at least in my eyes, under-appreciated, then 
it’s Keith Burkhardt from Cause for Alarm. The first record is from a time when a lot of kids were still 
wetting their pants. And even though his band might not be as popular as many others, the guy often has a 
lot more to say than those with more fame. Sure, I have to admit that his interest in Krishna consciousness 
made me more curious as well. Even though I missed the opportunity to talk face to face with the man, due 
to the help from a great girl (hi Manon!) I had the following conversation over the phone with the man who 
helped shaping hardcore and is still going strong. 


First of all: Is this your first time in Holland? 

No, it's the third or fourth time that I'm here. I was here before 
on tour and I've been here a couple of times on holiday. 

Do you like Europe? 

I love Europe! I live in New York and in general I think that the 
people in Europe, especially the Netherlands, are much nicer 
There’s something very peaceful about the Netherlands.. 
Couldn’t that be because soft drugs are legal here? 
(Laughter) Oh, I don’t know! I don't take any drugs. Personally 
I think I’m not from here but it seems there’s not really any 
problems here. I’m from the States and there are so much 
problems with drugs and all... It was best if everybody just 
abstained, you know? (Laughter) 


Do you really notice it where you live? 

Well, I live actually right across the streets from the world-trade 
centers in a pretty rich neighborhood... I just happen to know 
someone and I got a fairly cheap apartment for New York. 
There are not too many drugs where I live, but yeah, sure, 
you’ll notice it. Like in any park, like for instance in the Lower 
East Side or Washington Square park in the West Village, you 
know every twenty steps someone will come up to you, trying 
to sell you something. 

Politics is a pretty important thing for you, at least, that’s 
what I get from your lyrics. Am I right when I say that 
you’re trying to mix both spiritual and political issues? 

You're exactly right! You know, I’ve been a Hare Krishna 
devotee since I was eighteen years old. I started in Cause for 
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Alarm and...Oh well, we’ll talk about this later I guess, anyway, 

I try to write from a Vaisnava-perspective. It’s just how I look at 
things. As a person who studies the Bhagavad-Gita and 
Srimad Bhagavatam (two ancient and sacred books who had 
their origin in India). And I have a lot of spiritual feelings and 
belief within me and I apply that to social and political issues, 
even economical issues. 

ft GST WUSHWA VOO 

That’s pretty cool, because, there’s a lot of people that I 
know from the ‘Krishna’ community and, how can I say 
that, they’re too busy with themselves actually, too much 
focussed on their own lives. 

Yeah, I understand what you mean. When you read 
Prabhupada-lilamrta (Srila Prabhupada’s biography. He is the 
man that brought Krishna Consciousness to the Western 
world), and he... Of course we can’t compare ourselves with 
Prabhupada, but when he was growing up he was really 
involved with a lot of things. Reading regular newspapers, 
being involved with politics, involved with businesses. The 
reason why I never really involved with the Hare Krishna 
ISKCON ‘puzzle’ (ISKCON = International Society for Krishna 
consciousness) is because... I mean, I guess I was the first 
Hare Krishna Hardcore kid... 

Even before John Joseph (Leadslnger from the Cro Mags- 
Johan)? (Laughter) 

Okay, John preached it to me! (Laughter) I would say that he 
was the first! He passed it on to me and that’s how we became 
friends actually. And back then, and of course I was really 
young and even ‘fanatical’ in the beginning, I always tried and 
maintain my own identity. And I always felt that in order for this 
movement to be successful you couldn’t artificially pretend that 
we weren’t human beings with desires and relationships with 
other people, our families and all. 

And when I quit Cause for Alarm for the first time it was 
because... Well you couldn’t be in a hardcore band and be a 
devotee. The song “In search of from our first 7”, by that time I 
was already reading Prabhupada’s books and I was thinking of 
Krishna when I wrote that song. But I had to write it very ‘basic’ 
because everybody in New York hardcore thought you were a 
total freak. Especially me and John, back in 1983. They 
thought it was a cult and we were totally brainwashed. There 
weren’t too many vegetarians back then or anything like that. I 
had a girlfriend back then and we got married. I had a very 
good relationship and I still rode my skateboard and I went 
surfing right after the morning program in the temple. I was 
baking bread there as well. But I always kept my own identity. 
And sure, a lot of people join ISKCON and there are certain 
aspects that look like a cult. It’s a strange religious 
movement... And there are a lot of people that joined for the 
wrong reasons. They give up and they renounce all these 
things. And they start doing all these things that they did 
before, meat-eating, intoxication... 

And how did you experience that yourself? Are you still 
involved with ISKCON? 

I lived in the temple for like eight years. Basically the way, 
when I joined the movement in ’83, everything was one 
particular way. You had the 12 ‘big’ Guru’s. You had the 


Governing Body Commission and all... And it all fell apart with 
basically these spiritual masters not being Srila Prabhupada. 
They weren’t pure devotees. Like my spiritual master, he run 
off with a young girl. And he got involved with his fathers 
business and got married. He got children and gave up on 
Krishna Consciousness. 

That was a disappointment... 

Yeah, it really was. But you don’t need ISKCON to be Krishna 
Conscious. And sure, I did get disillusioned. I felt that a lot of 
people lied about things. But I still go to the temple. I don’t go 
that much though. 

Okay, there’s this thing... And it really hit me hard when I 
heard this, and I was wondering if you knew about it. 
There are a lot of rumors going on... Maybe more than 
rumors, and that is that Srila Prabhupada was actually 
poisoned. 

I never heard of that... But at this point, how could you 
possibly know? You know what? I’ve heard so many things 
about stuff like that. There’s so much going down with 
ISKCON. I don’t know if you ever read the book “Monkey on a 
stick” I don’t know. Who knows? There are so much rumors 
and I just, I try to ignore them until I see some hard evidence. I 
think that also rumors destroyed ISKCON. 

I always tell people that, I mean, I read their publications 
so... 

The thing is in New York, John from the Cro Mags... And 
there’s some kid who started a little temple in the East Village 
on Avenue B. and John; he definitely does not support 
ISKCON. He has a lot of ideas about what went wrong... My 
perspective on it is when you read Srila Prabhupada’s books 
he definitely says, that you shouldn’t ever ban ISKCON. That 
you should work together. But at the same time, look what 
happened to Srila Prabhupada’s spiritual master, the whole 
Gaudiya Math (Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s, Srila Prabupada’s 
spiritual master, missionary organization in India) was torn 
apart and everybody went in different directions. But what’s 
there to say? I’m not that involved with ISKCON either. I do 
meet devotees everywhere that run temples and that are really 
nice people. But it’s a shame... It’s really a shame because the 
spirit... That what was happening during the seventies and 
even the early eighties, that’s gone. And ISKCON... You 
thought they could take the world over! (Laughter) And now 
they’re in a tangle of lawsuits and I don’t know. I don’t want to 
criticize Prabhupada. For me, I read Srila Prabhupada’s books. 
Okay, something else: In the booklet from “Cheaters and 
the Cheated” there’s two drawings, one from a Hare 
Krishna devotee and one from Fidel Castro. Has that 
anything to do with the title from the album? 

Well, I didn’t put those two together! I gave the idea for the 
artwork... But the basic idea is... Well, actually I just read this 
line in Lilamrta today, and it was Bhaktissidanta who says: 
“This world consists of two types of people, the cheaters and 
the cheated”. And the album, the artwork was just to show all 
these different political figures and how you can look at them. 
How do you feel about Fidel Castro? 

He’s definitely a person where you can’t say, “I hate him” or “I 
like him”, you know? There’s a lot of great things about 
socialist politics but at the same time he’s obviously been 
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acting like a dictator in a lot of ways and really oppressing a lot 
of people’s freedom, political freedoms, religious freedoms... I 
don’t think he’s this great big monster that they ‘paint’ him to 
be in the media. I mean, I think it’s wrong that we have an 
embargo against that country. It’s got nothing to do with 
reality... We deal with Israel; we give them ten billion dollars a 
year and see how most Palestinians are treated over there. 
One minute we’re supporting Noriega in Panama, you know, 
pictures from him and president Bush, the next minute we’re 
killing civilians for no damn good reason! 

“Politics 

That’s a healthy American I hear speaking! 

Yeah, you know... What we’ve been doing in Iraq or Haiti... 

How do you feel about the threats made to Iraq? (At the 


same time this interview was done, The US was making 
heavy threats against Iraq again) 

To me it’s... When I left the States about a week ago, Bill 
Clinton is in so much turmoil from all the sexual affairs that he 
is been accused off and obviously was a part of, with two or 
three different women... Even our own government, officials, 
senators are speaking that these allegations are true, not so 
much the fact that he had sex, that he could be... Just like 
Richard Nixon, you know? So, I really, really think that he’s 
trying to create a big diversion. I’m sure that he’s sitting in the 
White House and that they’re creating this Iraq-thing that they 
can lead away the attention from his own person. The whole 
country is in turmoil, because this guy has a big sexual 
appetite! (Laughter) 

I want to talk about something different now and.... How 
old are you by the way? 

Oh, I hate when people ask me that! 
Well, I’m 34... I just turned 34 on 
January 22nd. 

That’s totally cool, you know... I 
enjoy it so much to talk with people 
within the hardcore scene who are a 
little older, I mean, I’m often ten 
years older than a lot of kids and 
even though I love hanging around 
with them, in a way, there’s a gap. 
Well, what I wanted to ask: How do 
you feel about... Let’s face it: Most 
people over 25 have a kinda regular 
life. 

Well, I’ve been pretty lucky. I have two 
children and to a certain degree I have 
a regular life but I still maintain my 
basic principles. I am never going to 
be like my parents! (Laughter) I love 
them, sure. 

Do you have a regular job beside 
the band? 

Well, I rent out apartments in New 
York. It’s a typical job... I’m kinda my 
own boss. It’s cool because, you work 
for a company but you’re basically 
self-employed. You don’t get paid a 
salary. When you rent an apartment or 
a flat you’ll get a commission... 

So you don’t have to dress neatly or 
anything? (Laughter) 

No, you really don’t. You can, but I can 
wear sneakers and jeans and even 
shorts! 

How would you describe yourself 
as a person? 

I think if you read a description in a 
real good astrology book about what 
Aquarians are like, I think I’m a typical 
Aquarian. Even if those descriptions 
are totally rubbish, I still am a typical 
Aquarian. It’s hard to describe 
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myself... 

What’s a bad thing about Keith? (Laughter) 

Well, sometimes... I find it hard to listen. I don’t listen well 
enough. I’m too quick. When I have a discussion with 
someone over politics or religion, I’m sometimes way too quick 
to ‘judge’ you know. I don’t have the patience to let people tell 
it all, especially when it’s something that I don’t agree with. 

Do you find a lot of trouble with people who are like, 
rejecting your spirituality or beliefs? 

Not at all! Because I’m a totally normal person and I don’t 
reject anybody else’s. Even when I was beginning in Krishna 
Consciousness I always had this attitude that, even if Krishna 
isn’t the Supreme Personality of Godhead, it’s totally irrelevant. 
Studying the Veda’s is like reading Herman Hesse... It’s 
enriching my life. The Veda’s and The Upanishads and the 
whole Indian philosophy, the history... It’s so beautiful! There’s 
a lot to learn about science and all. It’s totally education. And I 
want to learn as much as I can. You know the story: 
“everybody is following something”. And we weren’t born with 
a computer-chip. You are following something and you are 
taught to follow something. What your parents tell you, what 
you learn in school. I really don’t encounter people at all about 
things like that... Cause for Alarm is not a Hare Krishna band. 

VEGETARIANISM 

How do the other guys in the band feel about it? 

Tony, our drummer, he’s a very good friend of mine and he’s 
very open. He’s buying books without me. He just bought 
Science of Self-realization. He loves reading Krishna 
Conscious books and he’s very interested in the philosophy 
and the religion. He’s also very conditioned to be a meat-eater 
and he likes to go out and eat vegetarian as much as he can. 
But you know, people are so attached. And they’re not killing 
the animals themselves... I mean, I can understand it. You 
know, you may happen to have a wonderful dad or brother, 
grandmother whatever, who happens to eat meat and they’re 
still good people. But they’re kind of... I don’t know, I don’t 
want to be elitist and put people down. But animal’s rights are 
one thing... I don’t want to offend people though. I ate meat 
when I was fourteen or fifteen. I know what it’s like. I ate 
hamburgers, I went to McDonalds. I wasn’t a shit person. It’s 
just the condition, how you grow up. 

Did you have a good meal at the Goudvishal? I know they 
try to feed people pretty good and that may be said in an 
interview! 

(Laughter) Well, I didn’t get anything yet! But I saw them 
coming in with fresh vegetables, so I’m looking forward to it! 

Do you preach on stage? 

When you call what I write, preaching. Then yeah, I preach. 
This kinda is my service. For me it’s like, especially with this 
type of music. Well, I enjoy what I’m doing, writing lyrics 
basically... 

Do you feel like a real part of the hardcore scene? 

It’s hard for me... I mean, I play in Cause for Alarm but at the 
same time, like we talked about before; I’m not fifteen 
anymore. I don’t really see it so much like a scene anymore. 
There are shows and there are bands... But what’s hardcore? 


There are so many different bands, Cause for Alarm, Earth 
Crisis, Snapcase, Cast Iron Hike, and Refused... I mean, what 
exactly is hardcore? 

What new bands do you like? 

From the newer bands... I like Refused and Snapcase a lot. 
And the new bands that play the oldschool thing again? 
Not active. When I meet them and I play with them... I don’t 
care about titles or even lyrics sometimes. When I meet the 
people and they’re cool and nice persons and you can notice 
that what they’re doing is from the heart and they’re sincere 
about it. That’s what makes an impression on me. I don’t care 
if they can play or whatever. What I really don’t like about 
today’s hardcore, is the tough-guy stuff. I’m really kinda 
disillusioned... I’m straight edge for eighteen years. I can’t 
speak for the European or Dutch straight edge scene, but I’m 
really disillusioned about the straight edge scene in the United 
States. I still think, it’s a positive thing, you don’t drink nor do 
drugs and you’re a vegetarian or a vegan... But at the same 
time I look at the straight edge scene and it’s so trendy and so 
shallow. It’s often all about being a part of a gang or 
something. It’s not so much what the bands are about ort 
anything and it often just looks like one big conformist trendy 
clique. To me it’s just really not that interesting. 

Do you call yourself straight edge? 

No, I never called myself straight edge. To me it’s just like 
putting my shoes on in the morning. I’m more worried about 
much bigger issues effecting the environment, effecting 
children being killed in wars in Iraq or Sarajevo and Africa and 
people starving on this planet. Those to me are issues. 
Whether you have a beer at dinner at night or something like 
that. That’s not really something for me to build a life around. 
Aren’t you afraid of losing certain ideals? I mean... 

I’m 34 years old and I think that I’m continuing the growth as 
I’m getting older. There’s never gonna be a point in my life 
where I’m going to lose my ideals. I hate to say ‘never’ but I’d 
like to think that it wouldn’t happen because I’m not a fanatic. I 
didn’t jump into hardcore because it was trendy. I didn’t 
become a Krishna-devotee because I was a drug addict or I 
was like suffering or didn’t have a place to live. So, hopefully I 
won’t lose it! (Laughter) 

There’s just one song that I like to know a bit more about 
and that’s the song “Quest for reality”. That song really hit 
me hard...The chorus “If I make it to my deathbed reciting 
on my sacred thread, I hope that I remember You, or die 
among a million fools”, hit me hard. 

Oh, that’s great! That song... It’s maybe more for the devotee 
people (laughter). I hope I’m chanting Krishna’s name at the 
time of death. And that I’m not in illusion, in Maya, thinking 
about my car, if I have one by then (laughter) or even my 
wife... 

FATHER. 

Are you married? 

I got married when I was really young and I lived with her for 
about nine years and we got two children. I’m divorced and I 
swore that I would never get married again. I wasn’t even that 
interested in dating. I have many women friends. I was just not 
interested in a relationship like that again. Or I didn’t have any 
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luck (laughter). But I met someone and I got married again 
about one and a half-year ago. 

That’s great. That must be Yolande. 

Hey, how do you know? 

Well, it’s all over your albums (laughter) 

Oh yeah, sure (laughter). You know she’s French and she 
came to study in the US and well, that’s how it went. I guess 
that European people are easier to live with for me. 

Then why don’t you come over and live here? 

I will someday. I have a thirteen-year-old son and a ten-year- 
old daughter so even though I’m divorced, they live with me 
three or four days a week. They live nearby. They’re both 
vegetarians. Even though my ex-wife isn’t a vegetarian 
anymore, the children keep maintaining that. 

And you succeeded in that... Raising your children? 
Yeah, it’s kinda rough. My daughter is very much like me and 
she rebelled against it. She ate meat, chicken basically and 
then she totally rejected it. My son is becoming a teenager 
now and well, he’s hanging out with his friends, listening to 
The Prodigy and stuff. They’re both really good kids. 

Do you miss them, being on tour? 

Oh yeah, like crazy! I would have taken them with me if they 
didn’t have to go to school. But what I said. I’d like to come to 


Europe. Both my grandfather and grandmother were born 
here. Both of them came to the United States when they were 
teenagers. My grandfather still has family here, but he’s really 
old and he doesn’t really know... I like Switzerland a lot as 
well. 

We don’t have any mountains here in Holland... 

Yeah, that’s a problem because I snowboard a lot. 

Oh, but then you got to pick up your skateboard again! 

I tried it on the last US tour. We played at some skate-parks 
and I haven’t been skating for a long time. 

Was it hard? 

Yeah! (Laughter) Well, I could ride a small half-pipe, doing 
some grinds and stuff but no airs or anything like that. Oh, 
when you look at the re-release from our first 7”, there’s this 
guy getting a little air on a skateboard, that’s me! (Laughter) 

I liked to get that picture on it. I was really into skateboarding 
even before I got in touch with hardcore. 

Well, that should do it. Thanks and I hope to meet you 
somewhere! 

Yeah, that would be great! Hare Krishna! 
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ZINE JBE.VIEWS 


All Ages, Reflections on Straight 
Edge. Book. 224 pages, printed 
(Revelation Records) 

Finally someone came up with it and 
did it! The first real book on Straight 
Edge and its related issues. The day I 
got this book I had to travel about three 
and half-hours by train and I did nothing 
but reading that day. There’s interviews 
with all the well known (and some 
lesser known) people from the Straight 
Edge scene. Its mostly focused on 
people that were ‘famous’ in that early 
era (from ’88 on). So, in a way, I found 
there were some people missing. (What 
about Karl from Earth Crisis?). On the other hand... 
You find about every person that meant something 
for the scene in here. (Ray Cappo, Ian Mckay, Kevin 
Seconds, Mike Judge, Mike Hartsfield etc, etc) It’s 
awesome to read all about those guys (and a few 
girls!). Interesting is how so many kinda ‘gave up’ on 
those values they held so true back then... Oh well, 
this is a great book and you just NEED to have this. 
Even if it was for the pictures and artwork alone... 

Arm’s Length #1.32 pages, half size, copied. 
Korvelseweg 16, 5025 JH Tilburg, Holland 

The first issue from this tiny zine that’s done by the 
people who also play in this band “Product X”. It’s 
done by two young kids who are mostly into the ‘old 
school’ thing. There’s interviews here with Ten Yard 
Fight (who seem to appear in every new zine...), 
Ensign, I against I (boring), Vision (nice), an amount 
of reviews, a show-report and some pictures. 
Nothing special actually. The interviews 
are really short and that’s a pity. The 
overall feel to me is that this zine was 
released a bit too early. I guess I read 
this in less than half an hour and that’s 
not really value for money in my opinion. 

Sure, there’s potential here but I think it’s 
best to work a little harder and longer 
before issue #2. Oh, this zine is in both 
English and Dutch as well... pick one 


As I already gave quite some space in this issue to the 
subject of ‘zincs’ there’s not much to say here anymore. 
When you think of ordering a zine that we described here, 
please, be kind and send enough money to cover costs. 
The average full-size zine is about $4 (postage included) 
and for a small zine, $3 will usually do it. We try to carry a 
lot of the zines we review in our mailorder as well, so you 
might give us a try. Remember that all the reviews are 
based on personal opinion. Especially concerning zines, 
there’s people behind them that put (mostly) a lot of work 
in them, so in fact, every zine is worth to be read, no 
matter what review I gave them. 


here with a guy called Stephen 
Ariin, who is a body-builder and 
a propagator of the “Raw Food 
Diet”, he wrote a book called 
‘Nature’s first law’ and has some 
interesting things to say although 
there’s some sayings that 
slightly touches the Hardline- 
ideology. This really is an 
interesting zine with a whole 
bunch of facts, writings etc on 
the mentioned subjects. It kept 
me busy for quite some time. 

Good! 


thousand, Bold (boring, unnecessary re-print), 
Verbal Assault (also reprint, but this one does make 
sense!), Sportswear, Tresore and some more along 
with reviews and the usual stuff. This zine does 
have potential. These guys put work in it and when 


Clear Perception #4.36 pages, half-size, copied. 
Chris. PO Box 76, New Ferry, L63 OQT, England. 

This half-sizer is mainly focused around one thing: 
Animal and earth liberation. And there’s nothing 
wrong with that! All the bands and articled are 


they wait a little longer and do some more work on mainly focused around that specific part of the 


issue #3, they can get 
something across. The 
thing you have to do is 
try and work some more 
on interesting interviews. 
Try and get something 
out of the person you 
talk with. Way better as 
issue #1 for sure! 


Biocentric 



mmm 

M'Mzmmm. 


Arm’s Length #2. 36 pages, full-size, 
copied. Korvelseweg 16, 5025 JH 
Tilburg, Holland 

Pretty fast after their debut, these rockers from 
Product X, come with their second issue and they’ve 
decided to take it to a full-size format and that’s what 
it takes to be taken seriously! (joking!). They 
improved quite a bit although the first part of the 
hardcore Metal’ -column doesn’t really make any 
sense. Hardcore isn’t about what music you play! 
There’s interviews in here with Battery, Better than a 



Renaissance #1. 48 pages, 
full-size, copied. Nate, 53 
Brook St. Manchester, MA 
01944. USA 

What would you think this zine is about when you 
look at its name? I’ll tell you, no music in here at all. 
This good-looking zine is all about ecologies, health, 
animal liberation, veganism and the likes. And it’s 
pretty good! There’s a real interesting interview in 


hardcore scene which means there’s 
stuff about Day of Suffering, Purification, 
Upheaval, the ADL (UK chapter), 
Natural medicine (interesting!)... It’s a 
pretty interesting read (the first time I 
ever read an interview with Day of 
Suffering!) and even though it’s all a bit 
too much leaning to this whole ‘hardline’ 
thing in my opinion, I still very much 
enjoyed reading it! 

Dogprint #11. 80 pages, full-size, 
offset. PO Box 2120 Teaneck NJ 
v 07666 USA 

Lenny doesn’t disappoint me once 
again. This is easily one of the best 
zines around these days. A layout that 
more and more becomes ‘his own’ and 
interesting interviews among with a shit 
load of reviews (and always fresh and 
interesting parts and hooks’!) are the 
basic ingredients for Lenny’s zine. 

This issue features: Slap a Ham 
records (the guy from Spazz!), 
Refused (interesting, as always!), 
Amber inn and more. Great are all the 
guest columns and contributions from 
other people. That’s great as a zine 
slowly becomes some sort of 
.....combined effort. I could only wish that 
we were this great. An absolutely awesome zine! 
Get this! (I even forgot; there’s again a 7”; included 
as well w/ Laceration and The K Shipley) 

Funtime#10, 56 pages, full-size, copied. 
Beukepleinbaan 30,3111 Wezemaal, Belgium 
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This is in fact one of the many zines from Funtime, 
some sort of ‘professional’ zine from Belgium. The 
great thing and also the thing that makes it hard for 
them to have an own identity is that Funtime covers 
ail parts of the hardcore and punkrock scene. They 
Just as easy interview Undeclinable Ambuscade or I 
against I as they talk with Wise Up or Purusam. 
There’s nothing wrong with that but in the end the 
interviews often lack that personal involvement from 
the writers / interviewers. In this particular issue are 
the mentioned bands as well as reviews and talks 
with Right Direction, Shelter, Thumbs Down, SOY 
and a whole lot more. I think it’s best to write them 
for their latest issue as this zine comes every two 
months and this one is from April ’98. Great “Rode 
Ridder” cover by the way! 

Gameplan #2, 28 pages, full-size, copied. Brett 
Castle12 Newport drive. Princeton 
Jet. NJ 08550 USA 
As simple as this zine is put together 
as great as this is. This is for sure the 
most provoking and funny thing I’ve 
read in ages. The people that made 
this were at the time of writing surely 
pissed off about hardcore. They only 
like about 5 or 6 bands and that’s it. On 
the other hand they really know where 
they talk about, as the review section is 
pretty deep and good. There’s 
interviews in here with Better than a 
thousand and Hands Tied which are 
both really good. Totally cut ’n paste, 
totally old school, totally funny and yet 
really great! 

Infantile #2. 54 pages, half-size, copied. Vincent, 
Feestewegel 15,8700 Tielt, Belgium 

Looking at the cover of this nicely done fanzine 
you’ll expect a trip to the old school, and well, you’re 
not far away. This features chats with Eyeball, Spirit 
of Youth, Upfront along with interviews with Lifecycle 
and Sincerity. Although the interviews could be a 
little longer (=more in-depth) the effort is quite nice. 
A lot of fanzines were like this one ‘back in the days’ 
(remember Cold Turkey? Damn, that one was 
great!) From the columns it’s pretty clear that 
Vincent is still pretty young but that doesn’t matter. 
His heart seems at the right spot and besides the 
kinda useless Facedown poster (although the band 
is great!), he created a cool zine. Keep it up and 
show me a next issue! 

I stand alone #10,48 pages, full size, offset. 

PO Box 321, Buckner, KY 40010. USA 
I love this zine. It’s so great that you know that when 
you read Adele’s zine, it won’t take that long to get a 
new one quite shortly after. That’s awesome. This 
issue is actually a split-effort with Housebroken 
fanzine and that’s cool. The guy who does 
Housebroke, Chris Hardaway, really has some 
(funny) things to say and well, you should know 
about Adele by now... She rocks! This issue 
contains John Mckaig, Despair, and Harvest, a 
Commin Correct tour report (which once again 
shows how cool Rick actually is) and Trustkill 
Records among a load of writings and columns. I 


guess that the feeling I get from this zine is what I 
love the most. I don’t know how many people like 
Endpoint (and later on, By the Grace of God), but it’s 
that certain, almost ‘heartfelt 5 feeling, that I also get 
when I listen to those bands, that I get when reading 
this zine. Go get it!... that’s all I actually want to say 
with this review. 

It’s Raining Truths #2. 48 pages, half size, 
copied. Pytrik, Topaas 1, 5231 KL Den Bosch, 
Holland. 

Pytrick second issue, and although it took a long 
time, he succeeded in doing an even better one than 
his first issue and that’s already a great thing. This 
tiny zine, which due to it’s format seems rather small 
looks pretty original, although the xerox quality isn’t 
that good. There’s 
interviews 



97a (a good one!), Pallatka and some sort of double 
chat with Driven and Reaching Forward which didn’t 
do that much to me. Cool personal writings and a lot 
o? zine-reviews make this an enjoyable zine. It didn’t 
take me to long to read it and therefore I thought it 
wasn’t really cheap, but I guess that copying at this 
size might be expensive. Definitely worth reading for 
sure! Oh, Pytrik, you really do use that ‘F’ word a lot 
man, but I like the fact that you already kinda 
created your own ‘style’ with only two zines done. 

Like an arrow#1.28 pages, full-size, copied. 

Erik Like an Arrow, Cenakel 44, 5022 KL 
Tilburg,Holland 

To define ‘humor’ is hard... Some people have a 
lack off it, others too much. What Erik however does 
with his effort in the zine-world is amazing. Honestly 
saying to be inspirited by stuff like “Game Plan’ he 
gives us a cufn paste zine that made me laugh like 
nothing else. He’s just so honest and outspoken that 


I can’t wait for all the controversies that he may have 
started with ‘Like an Arrow”. It’s packed with 
columns, an interview with Automatic (read the 
question about haircuts, hilarious how Erik responds 
to Matt’s answer!!!), an interview with me (yep, 
reflections butt is kissed unashamed here), and 
some reviews (and a big ‘sorry’ why he couldn’t 
review others, which totally made sense!), and some 
great drawings. This may be a bit thin but he 
promised to make an even more provoking next 
issue and I can’t wait to see that one! Oh, when you 
like metal or anything with tuned down guitars, don’t 
buy this. Erik doesn’t want you to! 

One Step Down #7.40 pages, full-size, copied. 
Bjorn, steinstraat 19,9810 Nazareth, Belgium 

Already the 7th issue and they keep 
improving! Now, that’s something I like 
about a zine. It’s always great to see how 
editors are working hard and dedicated to 
create something better everytime. Well, 
Brian and Bart definitely succeeded so 
far! This issue features interviews with 
Brian Dingledine (Catharsis, Inside Front, 
Crimethlnc. And outspoken points of 
view), even though he is in almost every 
zine, I like to read about him. Also Spirit 
of Youth, One X more and Water breaks 
stone are in here. Pretty well-done 
interviews and together with the columns 
and articles (Cannabis!) this builds one of 
the best zines from Belgium. Go and 
make me another issue!! 

Shadows of Disgust #2. 32 pages, full-size, 
copied. Wim de Vries, Fabriekslaan 81. 9203 EL 
Drachten, Holland 

The second issue from this zine and as I didn’t read 
the first one, I can’t tell if this one improved much or 
anything. Fact is that this looks pretty good. The 
photo-quality is really good and even though the lay¬ 
out is pretty basic its easy to read and just well 
done. Interviews here with Ten Yard Fight, 97a 
(pretty much okay), Victimized (hmm, I don’t like this 
pro-death penalty stand!!) and Contempt. Most of 
the talk is kinda basic but not really boring. The 
columns are okay except for the “fuck your God” 
one. That 5 s stupid. What’s your problem?? However, 
a good zine. It could definitely use some 
improvement but this is going in a good direction. 

Speak our Minds #1. 44 pages, full-size, copied. 
Rob Beekmans, Nieuwkuijksestraat 9a, 5253 AC 
Nieuwkuijk, Holland 

The Dutch Youthcrew on the rise! Arold and Rob 
start off pretty good with a decent (almost to neat 
looking) zine which covers most of the new breed of 
Dutch old-school heroes such as Guiding Line, 
Lifesign, Reaching Forward and everyone’s 
favourite's Mainstrike, along with some words from 
Germany’s Eyeball. The interviews with the Dutch 
bands are mostly pretty cool to read, as these guys 
seem to know the members for some time already. 
That really does help to build up a nice 
conversation. This zine could use some 
improvements on the layout as there’s a bit too 
much white and all the pages kinda look the same. 




































But considering that this only is their first one, it’s 
pretty good. Oh, don’t write columns for the sake of 
writing them. It’s way better in my opinion to bring 
those topics up in interviews and by that way show 
your beloved reader what’s going on in your head. 
I’m looking forward to issue #2! 

Straight to the Point#4. 48 pages, full-size, 
copied. 18c St. Matthews Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN 11 4AU England. 

The last issue from this Krishna Conscious-straight 
edge zine and thafs a pity. This is by far the best 

issue that Mark and Sarah have done. It includes 

Ten Yard Fight, Vision of Disorder (who really don’t 
have much to say in every interview I read with 
them), Abhinanda (how much they changed from 
being rather ‘spiritual’ to not much in that direction 
anymore), Seekers of the Truth among all the 

columns and articles dealing with the 
editors lives. Not only are 
these people really sincere 
and open-minded, they 

also managed to create a 
great zine and I really 
recommend you to get a 
copy. 


making this one look like it was made 10 years ago. 
Thafs all right but don’t overrate those times too 
much with saying that only the old zines were 
good... Okay, Overall this is a great zine! Really. I 
love the layout even though I might give comments 
on it. I’m looking forward to issue #2. 

Union of individuals, split issue. 44 pages, full- 
size. Philippe Tuffet, 49 Avenue de L’ile de 
France, 33600 Pessac. France. 

Two zines, namely ‘Blind’ and ‘Potential Friend’, 
team up and deliver the ‘ten years youthcrew 
anniversary’ issue. It’s a cool effort and despite the 
not that good copy-quality, these guys managed to 
create a quite interesting zine with (hold on!): 
Mainstrike, Eyeball, Lebensreform, Proud Youth, 
Refraining, Reinforcefreally good and interesting!), 
Nick from Third Party Records (good interview with 


/uicT 


AN ARROW # 


Triumph #1. 40 pages, 
full-size, copied. 

Fabiolalaan 23 3290 

Dies, Belgium 

It took Kristof quite some 
time but finally here’s his 
effort in old school 
hardcore. Because thafs 
what it is. Totally ’88 style 
cut and paste. With all the 
typical black and white 
lines and backgrounds that all 
these fanzines in the past used to 
do. And thafs the thing that got my attention first 
and thafs where I had mixed feelings about as well. 
Maybe Kristoff just has a typewriter and then this 
zine is awesome but when he got access of a 
computer and it’s all done to be as “youthcrew’ as 
possible, then I have my doubts... Don’t get me 
wrong here. This zine is awesome, ifs totally well 
done and one of the best that I got lately but ifs a bit 
too much ‘back in the days’ for me. Maybe that the 
kids who weren’t there ‘back then’ totally go for stuff 
like this, but I’ve seen it before. The funny thing is 
that Nick from Third Party records wrote a column 
for this zine and that ifs almost like the opposite to 
this zine. I feel the same as Nick does... Ifs great to 
have that old-style energetic hardcore back but we 
got to move on. We got to bring new topics, fresh 
ideas... Thafs what hardcore is also about. Re¬ 
living good things is good but it shouldn’t be the 
main focus. Thafs not a positive thing. And if ifs just 
about those ’88 era, I’m sure this won’t last long, 
Okay, back to the 

Mi e y es ’ 

In old re- 
I don’t like 
ft&s some 


pod move. 

W*«*6 «£* ^pictures ir ttozine ,s well. 


Like an arrow#! 28 pages, full-size, copied. Erik Like an Arrow, Cenakel 
44, 5022 KL Tilburg,Holland 

To define ‘humor’ is hard... Some people have a lack off it, others too much. 
What Erik however does with his effort in the zine-world is amazing. Honestly 
saying to be inspirited by stuff like “Game Plan’ he gives us a cufn paste zine 
that made me laugh like nothing else. He’s just so honest and outspoken that 
I can’t wait for all the controversies that he may have started with ‘Like an 
Arrow”. Ifs packed with columns, an interview with Automatic (read the 
question about haircuts, hilarious how Erik responds to Matfs answer!!!), an 
interview with me (yep, reflections butt is kissed unashamed here), and some 
reviews (and a big ‘sorry’ why he couldn’t review others, which totally made 
sense!), and some great drawings. This may be a bit thin but he promised to 
make an even more provoking next issue and I can’t wait to see that one! Oh, 
when you like metal or anything with tuned down guitars, don’t buy this. Erik 
doesn’t want you to! 


expected a little more variety in the layout. It does 
look a bit the same, all these pages. But what the 
heck, this is an essential zine and I love Jean Paul’s 
all out positivity! 

Willow Tree #2, 40 pages, half size, copied, Pol 
Matthe, Pater Schrijverstraat 11, 2323 Wortel, 
Belgium 

This zine is mainly filled with all kinds of articles and 
columns about political and social/personal stuff. 
Amnesty International, Recycled paper, a good 
article from Cindy Animal Truth about smoking and 
more. Also a fairly interesting chat with the people 
from Vitamin X and a whole bunch of zine reviews. 
The best part of this zine is the column written by 
Robert Voogt from Commitment Records on God 
and religion. A real interesting read and intelligently 
written. I agree with you bro! When are people finally 
going to understand that spirituality or even the 
belief in God is NOT the same as 
organized religion? Christianity as we 
know it today has NOTHING to do 
with a person’s personal 
experiences/beliefs. A fairly good 
zine and I had a good time reading it. 


going to ur 

M 



someone who really has things to say!), there’s old 
ones with Chain of Strength (a bit unnecessary in 
my opinion) and Larm (pretty cool). There are also a 
whole lot of scene-reports to be found in here and 
those are always a good read, along with reviews 
and some columns. The layout is mostly in the old- 
style way but looks good enough. An interesting zine 
to say the least. 

Value of strength #5,96 pages, full size, printed. 
Jean Paul, Kloosterstraat 53, 6369 AB 

Simpelveld, Holland. 

By far, by really far the best zine that Jean Paul did 
so far! This must be the fattest zine ever to come out 
of Holland. There’s just so much to read in here!! 
What noticed me most that the interviews that Jean 
Paul did, even though they’re not all my favorite 
bands, are really well done. He improved himself a 
lot in that department. Jean Paul talked with: 
Extinction, H20, Liar, All out War, One King Down, 
Clouded and Morning Again and a guy from Upstate 
hardline where I don’t care about at all. (Especially 
after seeing that tattoo picture!). Everything else is 
just really interesting to read The tourreport from 
Chicago is really sod Thefle s loads end loads of 
reviews (some oW ones, thafs because this zine 
came pretty late I guess). Oh. the cover is full-color 
and I’ve got a limited miss-print One comment: I 


Windchill #5, 48 pages, half-size, 
copied. Nick Oxner, 88 Woodlawn 
Rd. Dartmouth, NS, B2W 2S5, 
Canada 

Definitely Nick’s best one to date! 
This little zine with plenty to read just 
does ifs own thing. Nothing special 
layout wise or quality wise but thafs 
not what Windchill is all about either. 
Nick is a great guy and just the way 
he writes his reviews alone is worth 
enough to get this zine. He just does 
his own thing no matter what others 
might say (the review for Better than a 
thousand is an excellent example!). There’s 
interviews in here with Floorpunch, Follow Through, 
the Animal Defense League, Upfront and East Coast 
Empire records among a bunch of personal articles 
and stories. Cool is the article about old-punks. I like 
this, give me more Nick! 

Yoda #6. 60 pages, half size, copied. Elfde 
Julilaan 114,8500 Kortrijk, Belgium 
A pretty thick fanzine thafs unfortunately not that 
well copied. Ifs still good to read though. There’s 
interviews with Clouded, Catharsis (as usual, an 
interview with Brain always is a good read!), 
Insurrection as well as loads of columns (cannabis!) 
a Spineless tour report among a load of other stuff. I 
found it a pretty interesting read, and it took me long 
enough to recognize all the work that was put in this. 
A good zine. I do hope that with #7 they manage to 
improve some more on the quality of pictures, layout 
and printing. Thafs all on the complaining 
department. Check!out. 









Available now: 

Good Clean Fun - “Shopping For a Crew” 7” 

Musically a cross between the new DC hardcore sound, and the late ‘80s Connecticut 
sound... Satirical lyrics dealing with the insincerity in the hardcore scene. The name of 
the band sums up them up pretty well. 2nd T* out on Phite records in July. 

Cornerstone - “Beating the Masses” lp 

Upbeat, energetic hardcore from Connecticut. One of the first “revival” bands, but not 
generic or boring by any means. Same music as the ‘95 CD on a label that isn’t worth 
naming. 

Isolation - Self titled 7” 

Dark, ominous, metallic hardcore out of Milwaukee. Intense, screamed vocals, and lots 
of heavy mosh breakdowns. Lyrics about taking charge of your life, and casting aside 
those who have betrayed you... 

Out June 1998: 

Fastbreak - “Fast Cars, Fast Women” lp 

Their debut full-length. Quick, tempo-changing hardcore. Insightful lyrics. I think this is 
definitely a good direction for hardcore to take. “Progression” usually means metal, but 
not in this case. No rehash “’88” style here, but this album has it’s foundation in 
hardcore, not black sabbath or slayer. It’s actually fairly hard to categorise, which I 
think is a good thing. CD available from Big Wheel Recreation. 

Out late Summer 1998: 

“All Systems GO!” - compilationLP 

20 bands covering hardcore tunes.. Featuring: Bane, Close Call, Earthmover, Ensign. 
Extinction, Fastbreak, Follow Through, Floorpunch, Gun It, the Letterbombs. Ram On 
the Parade, Reach the Sky, Reinforce, Roundhouse, Supersleuth, the Trust, Turned 
Away, Until Today, and more.. Split release with Open Handed. 

Out Fall 1998: 

Until Today - “Straight From the Heart”7” 

Fast paced, progressive straight edge hardcore from North Carolina. Lyrics about 
bettering yourself, living each day to it’s fullest and lots more. Honest and sincere with a 
positive message. Music for the youth, not for jaded old fogies. 

“Hate Free” Until Today 2 sided T-shirts available for $10 ppd US/S12 ppd world 

Supersleuth-7” 

Melodic hardcore out of Naperville, IL. If I was too lazy to come up with a real 
description, I would compare them to Gorilla Biscuits and Uniform Choice (whoops, I 
just did). 

Stores and anyone wanting terms contact: 

Choke Inc. 

P.O. Box 4694 
Chicago, IL 60680 
(773)395-0809 
(773)395-0942 Fax 

Also distributed by: Doormat, +\-, Moo Cow, Fistheldhigh, Armed With Anger (UK), 
Soulforce (Spain), Give It A Voice (Germany), Reflections (Holland*, HouseHold Name 
(UK), Autonomatic, Checkmate, Immigrant Sun, Rebound, and some others 

LP: $ 8ppd US / $10 ppd world 

7”: $3.50 ppd for 1 $3 ppd for 2 or more US / $5ppd world 
UnderEstimated one sided, 2 color T-shirts: $8 ppd / $10 ppd world 
send well concealed cash 

colored vinyl and free stickers available, through mail-order only 
NO CONSIGNMENT 

UnderEstimated Records 
P.O. Box 13274 
Chicago, IL 60613 
USA 

Http://members.aol.com/UndRStim8d/index.html 
Email: UndRStim8d@aol.com 



aggressive, driving, energetic hardcore laden with melody and emotion 


open roads and broken dreams 


the new album from Boston’s 


reach the sky. 


4 song 7” - $4.00 
6 song CD - $8.00 


OUT NOW! 


EAcS>T 



East Coast Empire Records 
P.0. BOX 7295 
Prospect, CT 06712 


records www.ecer.com 


credit card orders 
calj (203)758-0087 
prices are ppd in US 
world add $3 
send one dollar for 
our 24 page catalog 


Distributed by: Caroline, Dutch East, Rotz, Choke, Very, Revelation and many more, 
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At the time that I write this it’s summer and it’s vacation 
and it seems that the whole hardcore-community has 
called its quits for a few weeks. How strange. It really is 
the same every year and I don’t understand it at all. 
Almost no records seem to be released and the worst 
thing, nobody seems at home or answering their letters 
and e-mails. Hmm, I guess hardcore kids aren’t as 
different as anybody else and they also take a few weeks 
off to go lying in the sun... Lazy bastards! I’ve heard 
some pretty good stuff though lately, for example the 
Fastbreak album, which will soon (or now!) be available 
on vinyl from Underestimated records and that’s great 
cause I’ve been waiting for that one since I had it on tape. 
It’s amazing! 

Just like the new Floorpunch album...I didn’t really like it 
the first time I played it, or maybe that was because I only 
have some raw-unmixed version of their upcoming 
album? Well, I was urged to play it more often, and I am 
totally convinced now! I mean, they may be accused of 
not being totally political correct, at least they’re as much 
hardcore as One Life Crew isn’t! Which brings me up to 
the rumors that One Life Crew is supposed to tour Europe 
(and maybe they even did by the time you read this, hell, 
you might even went to see them! If you did, fuck you!). I 
heard they were gonna bring security with them so that 
they wouldn’t get into fights and all! That’s says enough 
doesn’t it? 

What really surprised me the last year is that it seems that 
within hardcore there has to be one or two bands that 
come up with something, like this old school thing and 
then it seems that literally hundreds of kids show that they 
can do it as well! How is it, that there first have to be 
some others to show how it has to be done before kids 
come up with something themselves? I’m really curious 
what will be the next thing. Maybe now that Saves the 
Day did an album and Gameface signed to Revelation 
that poppy emo-punk will be the next hype... Better not to 
sell my collection of collectible emo-core! There might be 
some cash to be made!That’s what leads me to record 
collecting. Have you ever been on the Revelation website 
where there are lists of people who want to trade 
records? Well, that’s all cool with me but sometimes they 
have these auctions and when you see what people bid 
for certain records, that’s way beyond coolness! I mean, 
paying over a $100 for some Chain of strength 7”... 
That’s stupid. I’m sorry to say! Trading is all fine with me 
but let’s face it: It’s the same as trading and collecting 
stamps in a way, the only difference is that record-trading 
looks cool and stamps doesn’t...hmmm, makes you 
think. I think that at about now, the new Mainstrike 12” is 
out, that one is truly great! Somewhere like a cross 


between their first 7” and the “Quest...” album, but I’ll talk 
about this in the review-section as well. I guess I just want 
to mention it as Beertje talked me in for doing back-up 
vocals, which was cool but also hard labor and that was 
what he didn’t told me! 

Something else about the scene: Aren’t you, as our 
beloved reader sometimes afraid that this whole hardcore 
thing will collapse sometime? I mean, looking ahead for 
say ten or fifteen years... What will be the new thing? 
Everything that could possibly be popular within hardcore 
has been here... take vegetarianism, veganism, 
religions... what could be the thing that would really 
attract people? I couldn’t tell... 

During the holidays I’ve read some pretty cool books. This 
big, fat one from Redmond O’Hanlon called “Congo” 
which is about the writer and his journey through the 
jungle of Congo, where the goal is to search for a 
dinosaur that is supposed to be living there... yeah, that’s 
no joke! Even though the book is written from a very 
darwinistic point of view, it’s awesome to read as the 
travelers go through a lot of misery and sorrow. And those 
are the least problems as they almost get killed on a daily 
basis by all sorts of insects and other creepy animals. A 
great book! I also studied “The nectar of discrimination” 
from Kundali Dasa, which is about the modes of nature 
and that one is all about spirituality and service to Sri 
Krsna. You got to know a little bit about Krsna- 
Consciousness to understand this book as it’s mainly 
written for devotees... Other stuff that I read is this book 
from John Douglas who is a FBI agent who developed the 
whole profile-thing for serial killers and other sick people. 
There’s some morbid stuff in here but also a lot of insight 
on the human mind. Some really great zines that stole my 
time the last months? I think that everyone should read 
Inside Front, and I got this zine from Initial records that’s 
called “Brat" that’s really good too. All out politics and stuff 
for youth against the system (based on the US, but really 
interesting). 

What pleased and surprised me most musically is hard to 
say. There's just so much stuff that had to be heard that I 
find it hard to name any outstanding things. I played the 
Boy Sets Fire album The day the sun went out’ quite a bit 
and there’s this song called “The power remains the 
same" and that one is incredibly amazing! I also played 
the new album "Value Driven” from Better Than A 
Thousand a whole lot. I think it’s one of the best so-called 
‘old-school’ albums to come out lately. (Oh, in case you 
didn’t know yet: Epitaph is releasing that album! It should 
be out now) Other names? Reach the Sky’s 7” on East 
Coast Empire is great. Good Clean Fun is both great and 
funny. I like Caliban from Germany. There’s so much 


power and organized chaos in that band! I just hope 
they’re not one of those kickbox-style freaks... Oh, I like 
everything that Damien, the guy who sings for Culture 
and As Friends Rust, does. But / could go on for a while 
here but I won’t. Right now it’s three days before the 
famous leper festival starts off, so I guess I better get 
back and write some more about what I’ve experienced 
there... 

It’s Monday morning and we just had the ‘famous’ leper 
festival last weekend. Was I glad to go home yesterday! 
Not so much that I didn’t like it, no way! I’ve had a crazy 
time! Three days however of metal, toughness and 
stupidity is hard! Yeah, sounds negative, I know. I guess 
it’s time to get things off my chest here. What was 
wrong? Well, for all that it’s worth: The violent dancing, 
the karate-moves, and the kickboxing... Get the fuck out 
of hardcore! What do those people want to prove? Battery 
said it: “Go back to the gym”. It’s just so childish to see 
these little kids having to show themselves how hard and 
tough they are. I totally understand that it isn’t easy to be 
some cool scenester, but bothering others with totally 
pathetic, behavior has NOTHING to do with hardcore! 
Assholes! And when the organizing people put some 
pamphlet on the door asking NOT to dance violent, and 
mainly because of the lack of space, some moron wrote 
Faggot’ on it... Give me a break! What a tough person 
that is! We should all be thankful that people are working 
their asses off to arrange a festival like this every year... I 
am truly fed up with the stupid behavior that kids think 
they can pull off under the name ‘hardcore’. Get the fuck 
out and get your head kicked in at your local boxing club, 
bastards! 

So, that should be it concerning ‘the negativity’. What I did 
like about the leper festival this year was the enormous 
amount of people that showed up. And well, let’s face it: 
There isn’t a scene’ in the world that is as funny, 
humorous and positive (as long as there’s no talking 
about metal! Ha!) as the Dutch youthcrew! 

All right. That should do it for now. I don’t feel like writing 
about this years leper festival anymore and about 
anything else either. I suggest you read issue #2 from 
“Like an Arrow” which will be out soon, for more bitching 
and bragging and name-calling about metal and other 
interesting scene-related issues among a whole lot of 
humor! I just read the first issue and it’s the funniest thing 
that I’ve read in ages! 

And I guess that’s all I wanted to say. Except for one 
thing, and that’s that everyone should start listening to 
Good Clean Fun, they’re the best thing that happened 
since Gorilla Biscuits! 



■ HIS HERO IS GONE 7” 

■ PALATKA I ASSHOLEPARADE SPLIT 12 

■ SPAZZ I OPSTAND SPLIT 7 

■ ONE DAY CLOSER SONGS OF SILENCE CD 

■ IN/HUMANITY YOUR FUTURE LIES SMOLDERING...7” 

■ SEEIN’RED DISCOGRAPHY CD 1 

■ [STILL] 97A ABANDONED FUTURE 127MCD DEVOID OF FAITH SLOW MOTION 
ENSLAVEMENT 7” LARM DISCOGRAPHY CD 

■ [NEXT] MK ULTRA I SEEIN’RED SPLIT 12” STACK SELBSTFINDUNGSGRUPPE 6” 

SEEIN’RED I JUDAS ISCARIOT SPLIT12” 


& COALITION POBOX 243. 6500 AE NIJMEGEN. THE NETHERLANDS. E.MAIL: C0ALITI0N_REC@H0TMAIL.C0M 

| PRICES : CD/LP-S12. 7"-$5. MCD-$9 PPD ALL OVER. NORTH AMERICA ONLY CONTACT COALITION US / NATE. 

P0B0X1232. ALBANY. NY 12423. USA E.MAIL: CRYPT0C0MX@A0L.C0M. (WRITE NATE FOR LOCAL PRICES] FOR 
9 MAILORDER TRY X-MIST. FAREWELL, GREEN HELL, SONIC RENDEZVOUS, VACUUM, EBULLITION AND VERY. 
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Absolution - Complete 
Discography CD. 24 
songs (Temperance 
Records) 

This is a great effort. 
Absolution was one of 
those bands from that 
famous ’88 era. Expect 
poor soundquality here 
but nothing can compare 
the charm and ‘pureness’ 
from a band like this. 
When hardcore was still 
something really resisting. 
This is a great album and 
especially when you’re 
only into hardcore for a 
short time, go check out 
where the roots from your 
favorite music are. A must 
have! 


Acredine - Same mcd. 5 
songs (Vacation House 
records) 

“Old school hardcore” is said on the booklet and 
yeah, this does sound ‘old’. Kinda typical Italian 
hardcore here. The soundquality isn’t that good but 
the enthusiasm from the band makes you ignore 
that. 5 songs which aren’t outstanding or anything 
(Maybe that’s because it’s all in Italian...) but not 
really bad either. 

Against All Authority - 
Ail fall down CD. 15 
songs (Hopeless 
records/Sonic 
Rendezvous) 

With a bandname like 
that, to be honest, I have 
my reservations. I never 
was so much into ‘big 
mouthed’ bands 

screaming for anarchy. 

Well, they start of 
confirming my prejudice: 

Dirty, fast punkrock 
(with a great sound, 
thafs to be said!) but 
then there’s suddenly ska here! This is actually 
really good! Think Operation Ivy but with more 
energy, fastness and anger! Some fun lyrics, some 
sincere political ones (I like the lines from 
trying” a lot). This is a real good band! When you 
think that the usual skate / punkrock /poppunk is 
way too ‘safe’ go try this band, you won’t be 
disappointed!! 

Agnostic Front - Something’s gotta give CD. 18 
songs (Epitaph Records) 


I think that there’s too much music to be released lately. Maybe it’s 
because everyone nowadays is capable of ‘being’ a record - label and 
release either 7”es or CD’s. In a way, that’s awesome, I mean, we’re 
involved as well. On the other hand do I think that people might release a 
record too early. There’s a whole lot of bands out there that even though 
they released a 7” or a CD, that aren’t really outstanding and should maybe 
practice a little more to create a style of their own. 

That I mostly write reviews which are positive is because I really appreciate 
all the work that people put in their bands, and that it’s after all just a 
matter of taste... Hey, who am I to judge? Maybe it’s just because there’s 
just so much records coming out that it’s getting harder and harder to 
search for the real winners among all those pieces of plastic. Anyway, I 
always try to review stuff as open - minded as possible, even though I 
think that just a few bands out there are really, really good. The reason that 
the reviews are sometimes shorter then they used to be is simply because 
of the amount of stuff we get in. Otherwise this zine would be all reviews... 
When you need addresses of the different labels you could check out the 
ads or either drop us a line and we’ll help you out. 


‘generic lyrics. I can 
relate to them though 
(not that I was from the 
streets and have to 
struggle all day long...). 
I can’t help but think 
that this is a good 
album. I’m sure that the 
incredible sound helps 
on that but hey, it really 
is good! Get those 
combat boots out of the 
closet and mosh along. 
I’ll bet these guys go on 
for quite a while! 


Biggest sell-out band around? Or just old men 
getting back at what they love the most? I’ll go for 
the last option even though I think the money that 
they make isn’t dirty to them. I never was so much 
an Agnostic 
Front lover. I 
played 

“Cause for 
aLarm” quite 



a bit but that was one of my first hardcore albums 
anyway...Agnostic Front proves with this new one 
that they really are good at their thing: No doubt 
about that. Brutal, not that fast hardcore with kinda 


Amulet - Diamond 7”. 
2 songs (Cylinder 
records) 

Amulet is one of those 
under-appreciated 
bands for sure. They 
exist from ’93 or 
something and never really 
got the attention they deserved. That’s 
stupid. Why? Because these guys rock! They play 
highly original driving hardcore without sounding like 
anyone else. You can’t say this is ’88 style 
youthcrew, or this is metal. No way! 
Amulet created their own thing and 
they’ve done that in an awesome 
way! I wish this 7” had more songs 
than just these two because it’s one 
of the best things that I got lately. Go 
get this and support this band. It’s 
about time! 

Another Victim - Apocalypse 
now mcd. 6 songs (Equal Vision 
Records) 

This band comes from Syracuse and 
I guess that almost everyone will 
immediately think ‘Earth Crisis’ 
hearing that. Well, Another Victim 
could be compared with Earth Crisis as well. 
Chugga-Chugga core (which is almost rare 
nowadays with all those real metal-bands), but 
with more variety than those militant guys. In the 
biography they compare themselves with 
Hatebreed as well and maybe that’s the best 
comparison that could be made. I didn’t really 
like this but I think that’s because I never liked 
Hatebreed (or Merauder, or any of that kind) 
either. 

Arson Family - La Cosa Nostra CD. 20 songs 
(Mobcore records) 

Maybe I’m spending too much time focusing on 
straight edge related records that I’m missing out on 
some great stuff... Well, I’m happy I didn’t miss this 
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one! The Arson Family plays punkrock/hardcore in 
the tradition of Dead Kennedys or Black Flag, hell, 
even old DRI! This is pretty darn fanatic and pretty 
darn fast. They even cover a Black Flag song and a 
Dead Kennedys song, Christian their vocalist could 
easily replace Jello Biafra when the Dead Kennedy’s 
want to join in on the great reunions one day (which 
I hope they never will...). A great album for those 
who want to hear some real old school!! 

As it is - demo. 5 songs (Intense Hope records, 
Huygensstr.25,7901 HS, Hoogeveen, Holland) 

A really poor- quality booklet (It’s totally DIY, I have 
to admit that, but it doesn’t really encourage to make 
me read along the lyrics that easy). When I saw 
them live recently I was honestly more impressed 
then when I listened to this tape. Marc told me about 
the poor soundquality and that indeed gets in the 
way of the music. It’s really intense, being not really 
to categorize. That’s a positive thing. They play 
emo-ish but definitely not the ‘poppy’ emo. Not too 
much metal and really emotional and also political 
lyrics make this band to be one with potential. I’m 
looking forward to what’s coming! 

As Friends Rust - The fists of time mcd. 5 songs 
(Goodlife records) 

Damien, the almost ‘hypnotically’ vocalist from 
Culture (watch out for an interview in #12!), teams 
up to give form to another creation. And that 
creation is incredible. Where 
Culture has more of a metal 
edge and more revolutionary 
lyrics, As Friends Rust is 
Damien’s emotional side and 
that shows. This is easily one 
of my favorite records. 

There’s just so much in these 
five songs... Imagine a more 
up-tempo Grade mixed with 
Culture-parts and more 
happy beats. This is 
incredibly good and for those 
who are into ‘emo’ and to 
those who are into metal, a 
truly revelation. This could 
very well become one of the new ‘things’. I love this 
record. 

Ashfall/Contrition/Miasmata - Threeway split 7”. 
6 songs (Threesome records) 

I like the initiative; putting three bands on a 7”. 
Miasmata starts off with the song “The other side”, 
kinda simple lyrics but heartfelt. The music is metal, 
sure but due to the fast parts quite enjoyable. 
Contrition from Germany are even more brutal even 
sometimes coming close to a grinding sound. Ashfall 
also plays that metallic hardcore but with the least 
brutal vocals. I like Ralph’s way of singing though. 
Ashfall is quite controversial by the way. Ralph their 
singer is an outspoken Christian and the band 
actually isn’t. Therefore it’s a one-time project. I do 
respect Ralph’s beliefs but it doesn’t do much to me, 
oh well... I liked the A-side’ from this record the 
most. Maybe also because the style that these 
bands play bore me pretty fast. I must say however 


that after Veil’s first album, this is Ferry’s best 
release so far! 

Automatic - Automatic 7” 4 songs (Capsule 
records) 

Great, great, great!! Dag Nasty style hardcore a bit 
rawer and faster maybe, but with plenty melodies 
and energy to make this an awesome record! These 
guys are proud about being Straight Edge and 
they’re not afraid to speak that out. Go get on your 
bike (these dudes are all about bicycles!), this in 
your Walkman and sing a long!! I want more!! 

Bane - Holding this moment CD. 9 songs (Equal 
Vision Records) 

Even though I heard a lot about this band I never got 
the chance to check them out till I got this album. 
When I played this, actually right after I opened the 
package, I mean, I was curious, my jaw dropped. 
This is so incredible good!! The first three songs are 
new ones and the others are from 7”es that were 
released before. And especially those new songs 



are so 

Imagine Burn 
(and we all know 
how good they 
are!) and mix ‘em 
up with some more old-school flavors and even 
more musical skills and a better vocalist. That’s 
Bane. And hell, I didn’t even talk about the lyrics. 
They have this song called ‘superhero’ and that’s 
maybe one of the best straight edge songs that’s 
done. What a great way to say things. Well, I could 
go on praising this band but that’s no use. It’s better 
to all get that album and pray they come to play here 
in Holland. Super! 

Big House Burning - Straight to nowhere mcd. 7 
songs (Break Even Point records) 

In a beautiful digi-pack and with a big booklet comes 
my first meeting with Big House Burning. And what I 
expected, unfortunately comes true. They play new 
schoolish hardcore with loads of metal. There’s even 


guitar-solos here. I can’t really listen to this any 
longer than just one song, longer bores me... They 
do a pretty decent cover from “Burning Fight” (Inside 
Out) and that’s cool. When you’re into metallic stuff 
you might like this but it’s nothing really special. 

Billy Liar / Homer - split CD. 9 songs (Funtime 
records) 

From the zine with the same name comes this mcd 
that kinda represents the same thing as the overall 
feel of the zine: punkrock that’s not too serious. Both 
bands play that melodic punkrock that so many 
others do as well. They’re both pretty good and I 
can’t say which one is better. It’s a cool CD to hear 
every once in while but this doesn’t really give me 
that special’ feeling that ‘real’ hardcore does. It’s 
way not serious enough to hold my attention very 
long but hey, it’s not meant to be serious either I 
presume. 

Bloodlet - The Seraphim fall CD. 10 songs 
(Victory records / Sonic Rendezvous) 

When I heard Bloodlet’s first album which 
contains their first few 7”es, I was pretty much 
surprised and I still mention one of their lines 
sometimes “The pain is what I live for, it 
makes me kmw I’m alive”. I don’t know why, 
but I liked *'iat. Or maybe: It touched me. Well, 
their second one was pretty much boring and I 
can’t remember that I played it that often. Well, 
this is Bloodlet’s third and they went even 
further down the path they choose, And that 
means further into darkness...The booklet is 
pretty cool with nice paintings and (kinda 
dumb) gangster-style bandpictures. Lyrics are 
typed in such a font that I don’t even bother to 
read them, sorry! Well, the music 
is an extension of what they 
already did and they experience 
even more. It’s really, really thick 
and heavy but still does have 
some groove every now and 
then. On the other hand... When 
I play this CD in a row, it leaves 
me feeling not that happy. Yeah, 
it’s depressing. Well, it sure is 
original but not so much my thing. 

Building - In time well grow 7”. 
6 songs (Sobermind records / 
Genet) 

Yeah!! Great band on a great 
label! Too bad these guys had a lot of trouble at the 
leper festival this year but in the spare moment they 
could play they convinced me with their energy and 
positivity. This 7” is as what I expected: Fast, 
straight edge hardcore with maybe generic lyrics but 
this is what moves me the most. Their singer Paco 
totally looks like Kevin Seconds and that alone 
makes them one of my favorite European bands!! 
“Stop stinking, start thinking!” what an amazing anti¬ 
smoke line! Build more!! 

Burning Heads - Be one with the flames CD. 15 
songs (Epitaph Records) 

I guess that by now every European country has its 
own Epitaph artist. Burning Heads are French pride. 
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This album looks pretty neat as it’s a digi-pack and 
the artwork is really well done. Music? Nothing 
special. Punkrock as done by many. Sure, with 
Epitaph you know you’ll get quality bands so you 
won’t be disappointed when you get this album. I 
heard enough of this and when I play this type of 
music, I already have enough bands to choose from. 
(I have to admit, the live pic in the booklet is great!!) 

Caliban - Caliban mcd. 6 songs (Lifeforce 
Records / Cartel) 

As what’s getting common for Lifeforce, this album 
comes in a digipack cover. The artwork is cartoon- 
esc but not the kind of cartoons you would show to 
four-year-old kids. Imagine darkness and demons. 
As for the latest issue we had our share of controlled 
chaos and noise, this is the European answer to 
Coalesce. Sure, way not that much chaos but to me 
the feel was similar. And when you read the review 
in issue #10, you’ll know I like that. So brutal and 
over-the-top that its more ‘art than music. I don’t 
know if thats what these guys are about but it surely 
is impressive. I read somewhere ‘Vegan Mosh’ as a 
description of this band, Believe me, 
they’re beyond that label. I’m looking 
forward to see them live! 


When you don’t know the label or just want an 
album with all sorts of styles than this is a good buy. 

I like to put it on every once in a while as 
background music or something, nothing that 
spectacular too me. 

Clouded - Inheritance mcd. 4 songs (Genet 
Records) 

If I wasn’t introduced to Jeroen their singer I 
would’ve imagined one of the most angry guys on 
this planet, that’s how awesome the vocals are. And 
the funny thing is that he’s really polite and even 
shy. Maybe thats how he’s able to let it all loose in 
the music from Clouded. They bring us angry, 
pissed off metalcore in the vein of Morning Again or 
even more; Culture as they also manage to put 
some melodic parts in every now and then as well. 
The lyrics are pretty good and all have explanations. 
Again, Belgium has given us another promising 
band in that so often named edge metal’ genre. It’s 
a good record and I’m looking forward to a full 
length. 


CRIVITS 


Chamberlain - Go down believing 
mcd. 2 songs (Doghouse records) 

I didn’t even know these guys were still 
together, and well, maybe they aren’t 
and these are just some songs that 
were unreleased. But hey, that doesn’t 
at all matter in any way as 
Chamberlain’s material is essential for 
everyone who like’s a bit of emo every 
now and then. These guys know how 
to play it like no one else. Beautiful 
lyrics and an awesome lay-out make 
this an absolute must-have. Even 
though there’s only two songs on it. I 
love this... 


Chapter - The Bloodthirsty hate the 
upright cd. 19 songs (Eyewitness 
Records) 

In my memory, Chapter must have been one of 
the first ‘vegan-edge metal’ bands out there. 
Eyewitness records, a new label from France 
decided to put out there complete discography and 
even though I’m not a fan of this band, I think the 
guy did a good job by releasing this, as I’m sure 
that there’s a lot of kids out there who would love to 
have this. In a way I feel that this particularly music 
is been done a million times already but hell, 
Chapter were one of the first and there’s some cool 
drumming on this cd. Recommended for those who 
don’t have Chapter’s releases and want to have 
music from one of the instigators of the metal we still 
call ‘hardcore’. 

Cheap Shots volume 3 - Sampler CD. 23 songs 
(Burning heart records) 

A nicely priced sampler with a whole bunch of 
Burning Hearts bands one it (that label is pretty big 
by the way!) There’s groups like Millencolin, Raised 
Fist, Samiam, Skalatones, Refused, Breach etc,etc. 


Crivits - The more the truth hurts... cd. 15 songs (Ignition 
Records / Sonic Rendezvous) 

Now that Crivits is no longer involved with that label from Germany 
that ain’t that popular in hardcore they should finally be picked up 
by a bigger audience because with their latest album this band that 
exists for more than ten years already, creatred their best thing so 
far! “The more the truth hurts, the more I learn about myself is 
really, really good. Where Crivits started off as pure, straight 
forward hardcore they developed their style to more melodic, poppy 
hardcore in the vein of Dag Nasty, or Down by Law. Hey, Dave 
Smalley isn’t mentioned for nothing. And with that guy named, you 
can’t do wrong in my opinion! Not only musical but also lyric-wise 
Crivits shows their maturity and open-mindness on this album. And 
now I want EVERY hardcore kid to pick this up because if there’s 
one band out there that deserves your support than it’s Crivits! 
They only thing I have against ‘em I that they support the wrong 
soccer team, but hey, I can’t really blame them for that either. 


more I learn about myself is really, really good. 
Where Crivits started off as pure, straight forward 
hardcore they developed their style to more melodic, 
poppy hardcore in the vein of Dag Nasty, or Down 
by Law. Hey, Dave Smalley isn’t mentioned for 
nothing. And with that guy named, you can’t do 
wrong in my opinion! Not only musical but also lyric- 
wise Crivits shows their maturity and open-mindness 
on this album. And now I want EVERY hardcore kid 
to pick this up because if there’s one band out there 
that deserves your support than it’s Crivits! They 
only thing I have against ‘em I that they support the 
wrong soccer team, but hey, I can’t really blame 
them for that either. 


Day of Atonement - Cremation of the Guilty cd. 
9 songs (Screams of Salvation Records) 

It’s about time I draw a line. This has nothing to do 
with hardcore. I could just as well put Carcass on. 
For many of you this might be a recommendation. 
To me it ain’t, (oh well, at least the guys from 
Carcass were all vegetarians!). This is really 
grind/deathmetal like late Napalm Death or bands 
like that. I don’t like the way the lyrics are 
done (“cremation of the guilty” come on! 
That’s like ‘repent or burn’ as born- 
again Christians say!). For those into 
extreme deathgrunts and brutal stuff 
like the mentioned bands (or Fear of 
God, from Switzerland!), this may be 
your thing. It isn’t mine. 


Cornerstone - Beating the masses Ip. 9 songs 
(Underestimated Records) 

Re-released and on vinyl. Finally available apart 
from that rotten label from Germany. Youthcrew 
recorded at a time when it wasn’t even the cool thing 
to do! 

This album really has a feeling like it was recorded 
in ’88 and the awesome artwork (gatefold cover!!!) 
does help to think in that direction. This is a great 
album and certainly no cheap trick to get some 
cash. The way it is done shows that. Oh, you also 
get some cool stickers as well. 

Crivits - The more the truth hurts...cd. 15 songs 
(Ignition Records / Sonic Rendezvous) 

Now that Crivits is no longer involved with that label 
from Germany that ain’t that popular in hardcore 
they should finally be picked up by a bigger 
audience because with their latest album this band 
that exists for more than ten years already, created 
their best thing so far! “The more the truth hurts, the 


Deadlock - Insist demo. 6 songs. 
Tobias, Erlenweg 28, 92521 

Schwarzenfeld, Germany 

Despite the poor soundquality, 
especially the vocals are too loud in 
the total production, Deadlock show 
quite some potential here, especially 
within the enthusiasm and energy that 
comes through their metallic hardcore. 
Deadlock doesn’t sound like any 
‘H8000’ band or something but more 
like a metallic Despair or something. 
Their singer does have that ‘tough-guy’ 
voice that I don’t really like. The lyrics may 
be simple but when they live up a song like 
“deprivation” (being true ‘till death), there might be 
something in them for the future. Not bad at all. 

Deamon’s Jaded Passion - Eloda mcd. 5 songs 
(Impression recordings) 

What would you expect with such a name? Well, we 
got some crazy stuff here! The cd starts off with a 
female singer in opera’ style music and that 
continues before other songs as well. The band 
itself is far from ‘opera’. Over the top, pain and 
frustration bursts and an overall feel of emotions that 
have to be expressed whether you like it or not. 
While the music is sometimes melodic and even 
have parts where it’s ‘laid back’ the vocals have 
nothing but angst and terror. Emotional and painful. 
That would best describe Deamon’s Jaded Passion 
(great name!) 

Despair - Kill mcd. 4 songs (Initial records) 
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As far as I know, Despair has called it quits quite 
some time ago, but I could be wrong. Fact is that 
there’s a new mcd in front of me with four good 
songs on it in the well-known style that made 
Despair popular in the first place. Expect 
aggressive, mid-tempo played hardcore with some 
metal-riffing every now and then. If you liked their 
earlier stuff, go and get this one. If you didn’t, this 
ain’t something different. I happen to like them. 
Maybe that’s an indication? 

Disembodied - If God only knew the rest were 
dead mcd. 5 songs (Ferret Records / Cartel) 

In a simply but original done booklet comes 5 songs 
of anger, chaos, frustration and pain. The cd starts 
with the song “Heroin fingers” and the way the music 
almost whispers and then totally bursts, and 
whisper, and bursts... Awesome! To me that first 
song is the highlight as well but this cd is full of all 
different parts... no, I 
should say: Different 
moods. It’s all here, 
except for real calmness 
and peace. Brutal and 
emotional, that’s the best 
description, and I think 
Disembodied succeeded 
in creating a great cd... I 
wasn’t overwhelmed 
with a drumsound these 
guys have since Septic 
Deaths first album. A 
beautiful creation and 
darn original. 


Driftnet - Friendship 
7”. 4 songs (Greed Records) 

Benny form Keep it alive sent this to me 
mentioning that Driftnet would release their 
next thing on his label but he wanted me to 
check it out. Well, he did a good job getting 
this band! There’s loads and loads of energy 
here! It kinda reminded me of fellow 
Germans Degredation and well, that’s a 
compliment in itself, as I think that that’s a 
great band! Lyricwise it may be a bit simple 
and all but there’s quite some potential here! 
I’m looking forward to their release on Keep 
it Alive. If they can get a better sound 
they’re a winner! 


Elliot - U.S. Songs cd. 11 songs (Revelation 
records/ Sonic Rendezvous) 

Elliot is amazing. Plain and simple. When I got their 
first 7” it didn’t left the record-player for days. This 
album I got with some other stuff so it took a while 
before I could fully made it get to me. Now, writing 
this review a few weeks after I got their full-length, 
I’m as impressed as I was with that 7”. 

Elliot plays emo like no other band has ever done 
before. The melodies are so well-thought out and 
the vocals are the best in its genre. I remember how 
everybody was overwhelmed by that album from 
Falling Forward, now Elliot can be seen as the 
follow-up from that band. In between all the metal 
and old-school that’s coming out, Elliot just does 
their own thing and they do it so impressive that I 
would recommend this to anyone who wants to hear 
something different for a change... Or no, I better 
say that anyone with a little compassion and feeling 
within themselves, 
should just get this 
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Earth Crisis - The oath that keeps me free cd. 12 
songs (Victory records) 

The ‘good-bye’ album from Earth Crisis for Victory. 
They’ll go and try an even bigger step on a 
major.(Roadrunner records) Where that bnngs em? 
I don’t know. But I wish them all the luck spreading 
their vegan-message. They managed to change a 
lot of people’s diet so why not even more? This is a 
live-recording, where the audience is way too much 
in the back. When I hear live-recordings, I want to 
hear people screaming along louder than this. Sure, 
it’s a cool document and all their anthems are 
presented among three new songs. (I can’t help but 
still like Firestorm’ the most) Too bad that the 
cover-art is really, really ugly. Why not just pick a 
cool live photo? 


Too bad that there’s no lyrics with this promo-copy, 
that’s the only thing I don’t like about this. I guess I’ll 
buy it on vinyl anyway... 

Emeth - The call of siren demo. 8 songs (Dupont 
Matty, Thibautstr. 36, 3545 Halen. Belgium) 

This tape starts of with some sample where a guy is 
tortured (later on you hear it’s a crucifixion) and to 
be honest: That doesn’t make up for a good and 
positive start for me to review something like this. 
Obviously these guys play metal, and maybe they’re 
not bad at it but I couldn’t care less This is more 
about evil and black metal stuff than it has anything 
to do with hardcore Not my thing at all 

E - town concrete - Time 2 shine cd. 10 songs 
(Resurrection records) 


I couldn’t play this album the whole full-length... I’m 
really not into this style at all. When you like rap- 
influenced, macho hardcore this may be the thing for 
you but the vocals, music and especially the lyrics 
totally turn me off (check “hold up”). Or the words 
“fuck the world” in the jewel-case... I guess when 
you like bands like Stuck Mojo or something you 
might dig this. Quite some people were enthusiastic 
about this album I heard. So maybe it’s just that I’m 
not into this and therefore can’t write a decent 
review. Oh well... 

Eyeball - Talkin’ Straight 7”/mcd. 5 songs/8 
songs. (Crucial Response Records) 

What’s there to be said that hasn’t been said 
before? In no time these hardcore all-stars have 
become Germany’s leading Straight Edge outfit. A 
great, old school layout, in-your-face lyrics and 
great, energetic music. This is the real thing! Oh, 
check the guy on the disc itself. He’s the man! 
Follow his footsteps and become a Straight Edge 
hero! 

Facedown / 

Earthmover - Split 7”. 
4 songs (Moocow 
records) 

Even though it seems 
that Moocow just does 
split records it also 
seems that they only 
release the really good 
bands. Earthmover 
plays the kinda slower 
and heavy metallic 
stuff while Facedown 
is faster and yeah, 
even more aggressive! 
What these Belgium 
guys do on this record 
is incredible and to 
me, they’re together with Liar the leading band from 
the Belgium area. What an amount of power! The 
upcoming full-length from this band is one to look 
out for! 

Facedown - Beyond all horizons cd. 10 songs 
(Genet Records) 

When I played this record for the first time, having 
the booklet in my hand, and reading the introduction 
that’s written by Thomas, and further on their lyrics it 
slowly came up on me... This band is a revelation in 
itself! When I only really liked Culture as a band that 
played ‘metal’, Facedown give a whole new 
dimension to that word. This album is incredible! 
That were the first things that went through my head 
hearing the first few songs. When I however 
reached song number 4, I start shivering... I really 
did When a band dares to create and plays a song 
like “Semper fi”, they have a true fan with this 
person. Great, really great heartfelt lyrics and 
beautiful music. The first edge-metal ballad? I guess 
so Sure most of their songs are brutal, really slow 
metal, (except for the song “Silhouettes” that’s also 
ballad-like, but not as good as “Semper fi”). 
Lyricwise they manage to do something different but 
still say the same’ important issues that are well- 
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known for such bands. The open-mindness of 
Facedown however makes them so much more 
‘mature’ and personally I think that with this album 
they have the potential to become one of the most 
popular hardcore (cause that’s what it is, no doubt 
about that!!!) bands these days. What an incredible 
album. Genet Records best release so far! 
Awesome and really, really impressive!!!!! 

Firestone - Element mcd. 5 songs (Sobermind 
Records/Genet) 

Another metal band from Belgium. Medieval 
drawings and, remarkable maybe: Quite simple 
written lyrics where I liked the simplicity of the song 
“Rest in peace”. The music didn’t do much to me to 
be honest. Firestone just doesn’t stand out among 
all the other bands that play that same style. It’s not 
really bad or anything and maybe when you can’t 
get enough of Slayeresque riffing and the likes, you 
may dig this, but I’ve heard this just often enough. 
The good thing is that at least you know that they’re 
a Straight Edge band. Otherwise they wouldn’t be 
on this label. 


Five days off / Not that straight - spilt mcd. 8 
songs (Funtime Records) 

Well, it’s not that hard to imagine what these 
bands play, according to their names and 
artwork. Poppy punkrock. The soundquality isn’t 
that good and that’s not in these bands 
advantage as I think that this style needs that 
clear sound. Not that Straight is in my opinion 
by far ‘superior’ (what an ugly word...) on this 
cd, that’s not really that special. When you’re 
into this style however, you could get yourself a 
nice record once again. It’s good enough to at 
least give this a listen! 

Fragment - Angels never came mcd. 7 songs 
(One way home/Pindrop Records) 

Great riffing starts this off, there’s some talking 
through it before their brutal singer bursts out his 
anger and emotional lyrics. Metal-core to the fullest. 
Slayeresque guitars (or is that Morbid Angel?), 
yeah, you guessed it. As metal as your ma s kettle! 
(stolen from Overcast!). This is as brutal as it gets 
and Fragment can be placed along bands like 
Morning Again and the likes. Absolutely well done 
but nothing so special for this guy who only really 
listens to that old-wave-of-British-heavy-metal... 


Frodus - Conglomerate 
songs (Tooth and 
Rendezvous) 

First of all: It sucks that it seems that the band 
thought it wasn’t necessary to print any lyrics in the 
booklet but rather put some pictures from their silly- 
seifs in it. That sucks. On the other hand: Frodus 
plays some pretty freaking’ music. It’s not really emo 
and its not straight forward hardcore at all either. I 
guess they managed to create something really 
original. The focus is really modern and even ‘extra¬ 
terrestrial’ or something. I really appreciate this effort 
even though I can’t really tell what to do with it. Is 
this actually still hardcore? I don’t know. Weird. 


Genuine - The Pessimist project mcd. 5 songs 
(Temperance Records) 

With an album title like that, well, I’m not too 
enthusiast right away. The artwork and fonts that are 
used however make me curious for sure! (Check out 
the song-titles on cigarettes!). This is really, really 
great!! Expect no real oldschool but more a mix 
between that and 94/95 -era type of music, yeah, 
some post-hardcore parts. Great, really great lyrics 
(“forget”, those makes me shiver!!). There’s some 
samples from Krishna Consciousness’ on this as 
well, but really not preachy or anything. This is 
awesome! Go get this one, I’m sure you won’t regret 
it! What a cd! Just a project or some full-length as 
well? Awesome! 

Godstomper - Gunculture 7”. 9 songs (Dogprint 
records) 

With 9 songs it’s either old-school or powerviolence 
mostly, with a name like “Godstomper”, it’s not so 
hard to guess. And when it’s on Lenny Dogprint’s 
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Genuine - The Pessimist project mcd. 5 songs 
(Temperance Records) 

With an album title like that, well, I’m not too 
enthusiast right away. The artwork and fonts that are 
used however make me curious for sure! (Check out 
the song-titles on cigarettes!). This is really, really 
great!! Expect no real oldschool but more a mix 
between that and 94/95 -era type of music, yeah, 
some post-hardcore parts. Great, really great lyrics 
(“forget", those makes me shiver!!). There’s some 
samples from ‘Krishna Consciousness’ on this as 
well, but really not preachy or anything. This is 
awesome! Go get this one, I’m sure you won’t regret 
it! What a cd! Just a project or some full-length as 
well? Awesome! 


International cd. 13 
Nail records/Sonic 


label, it’s easy: Powerviolence, grind, but whatever 
name you want to give this, it’s brutal. I’m not too 
fond of stuff like this but I can mostly really 
appreciate the humor-factor that a lot of these bands 
have (what about the song “return my stamps”? 
That’s what the title is, and the lyrics are “I will not!” 
that’s both funny and cool!). There’s some serious 
things to be dealt with as well with the message to 
gun-owners saying; “shoot yourself, please!” which 
is something quite some US bands can learn from 
(Integrity, Earth Crisis!). Cool 7” 

Good Clean Fun - Shopping for a crew 7”. 4 
songs (UnderEstimated Records) 

This is a perfect example of a record that has 
everything that I love about hardcore. Great, 
energetic music with some melodic parts every now 
and then. It ahs great, really great and even 
sarcastic lyrics (Damn, The Dead Kennedy’s were 
able to do that!). A good singer and an overall 
positive feeling! This is one of my favorite records 
that came on the reflections doormat lately and had 
me dancing and singing along in no time. I can’t wait 


what they managed to do on that 7-seconds song 
‘Bully’ they’re going to record for ‘our’ tribute! 

Good Clean Fun - Who Shares Wins 7”. 5 songs 
(Phyte Records) 

And this one is even better!!!! Did I mention 
somewhere in the review section that I thought a 
certain record was the best so far? If so, forget it. 
This is THE best 7” that I got since Rain On The 
Parade’s ‘full speed ahead’. I just gonna give you 
the titles of their songs and say that they sound like 
a much better Crucial Youth with way better vocals 
and more aggression. Songtitles: “Positivily 
Positive”, “Good Clean Fun”, My Best Friends”, “who 
Shares Wins”, and “Coil-edge”. Doesn’t that say 
enough? This is our favorite band right now!! 
YAHOO!!! 

Good Riddance - Ballads from the revolution cd. 
15 songs (Fat wreck records) 

And just when you thought that punkrock was all 
about fun and wearing cool clothes there’s Good 
Riddance! As well with latest signing Sick of It 
All it seems that Fat Wreck is getting more 
serious and that’s a great thing. This new 
album from Good Riddance is by far their 
best. Melodic, maybe typical, but still with 
enough aggression, played punkrock that 
made me move in no time. Political and 
socially aware lyrics that shows that this band 
has more to say than your average 
Californian skateboard-band. The fact that 
they also play “I stole your love” from Kiss... I 
guess you know what I feel about that! Oh, 
this band also supports Peta and the Santa 
Cruz AIDS project from the profits made from 
this album. Really cool! (which I couldn’t say 
about the GG Allin picture... he’s a moron!) 

Grown Apart - Oakwood hardcore mcd. 6 
songs (Christ Depestel, 

Guldensporenstraat 32, 9900 Eeklo, Belgium) 

These guys released their own cd and say their 
music is ‘oldschool meets newschool’. They also 
compare themselves with the likes of Ignite... I don’t 
really think about it that way. Because these guys 
are kinda original. Not to be placed in such a vague 
category. Grown Apart plays fast (up-tempo) 
hardcore with all sorts of influences. It even 
reminded me of The Red Hot Chili Peppers 
sometimes! Really! That they’re original and have a 
good vocalist is definitely a decent thing to start off 
with, but one way or another there’s something 
lacking here. And I couldn’t tell what that is. Maybe 
they should practice and play a little more to create 
something more ‘in your face’. Sometimes these 
songs are just not catchy enough. Nevertheless this 
is a good start and I’m curious about future releases. 

Guy Smiley - Can’t turn my back cd. 13 songs 
(devilDoll Records) 

I saw Guy Smiley among many others when they 
were on tour with H20 last spring and I still regret 
that I missed their cover from “Run to the hills” from 
Iron Maiden. When listening to the cd, I find it not 
that strange they did such a full on metal cover. Not 
that Guy Smiley is a metal band, not at all. It’s just 










the ‘strange’ metal feel that’s over this record. The 
vocalist Derek has a voice that could easily be a part 
of some huge metal band. I don’t know what it is ... 
They play pretty good, melodic punk/hardcore with 
awesome bass-lines and some pretty cool 
guitarparts every now and then. I honestly didn’t find 
them that great first but after a few turns... I can 
imagine why H20 likes ‘em so much. 

Handful of dust / Song of Kerman - Split 7”. 3 
songs (Moocow records) 

I don’t know where this guy finds his bands but 
there’s two winners again on this 7”. Both bands 
play a similar (but still remaining original) style as 
the likes of Krakatoa. Even maybe more various and 
with more diversity. Think acoustic parts and 
aggressive outbursts into the extremes. Handful of 
dust even has a keyboard player so maybe you can 
get an idea there. This could very well be the latest 
thing to do in hardcore. Well, I could think of music 
that‘s less appealing to me! A good 7”! 

Hankshaw - Everyday I wish you harm mcd. 4 
songs (Doghouse/Lumberjack) 

First of all: I would have bet my entire record- 
collection on it that they had a female singer. Wrong! 
This guy sounds like a 
girl (or wait! Like Geddy 
Lee from Rush! Or at 
least a bit...), but has a 
beautiful voice and well, 
in fact, Hankshaw 
makes beautiful music! 

This was the first time I 
ever heard something 
from them and it was a 
very, very good first 
time! Great melodies, 
awesome vocals and 
heartfelt lyrics. Even 
though I personally like 
some more optimism 
(Too much of a good 
day is bad” , come on! 

Thafs really depressing!) For those who want 
comparisons: Sensefield, March, Morning Before, 
Baby Gopal. You know what? I want more! 

Hardcore Knockout - Sampler cd. 28 songs 
(Genet Records / Sobermind records) 

Where Bruno and Hans from both labels did stuff 
together already, they present a sampler cd now, 
with a whole bunch of bands from both their labels. 
It’s not just released tracks her but also some stuff 
thafs not available anywhere else. If you want to get 
an idea what bands are on these labels this is a 
great opportunity to check things out. It’s really 
cheap and you’ll get a whole lot of music. Some 
great bands, some not-so great but overall a nice 
sampler. I like these things. They always make up 
for great background sounds while working. 

Heartside - The triumph of the will 7”. 4 songs (I 
think/Shove/Green records) 

A chaotic sound and chaotic music. The singer sings 
with such a raw, screamy voice that I can’t even 
properly find the words on the lyncsheet that match 


with what he sings. The music is pretty slow but not 
really that metal. It’s hard to compare ‘em with any 
other band, but they would fit best in the so called 
‘power-violence’ category. Even though they’re not 
so much of a chaos that most of those bands 
perform. Don’t really like it. 

Highscore - It’s for real demo. 9 songs. 
Sebastian Stronzik, Soesterstr. 66, 48155 

Munster, Germany 

What to expect with a name like Highscore, written 
in the Princetown font? Yeah, old school, positive 
hardcore! These nine songs are musically really, 
really great. Their singer stands out above a lot of 
other old-style acts and that is what makes ‘m great. 
That guy really knows how to shout! The lyrics aren’t 
really original but not in a way that they’re too 
cheezy. Their English could be better maybe... Well, 
they should have a 7” out by now and I suggest you 

to get ......,„ r ..._.. MVj7 

that one 
for sure. 





Strippers 
Stories for stags 
7”. 4 songs 

(Mobcore 
records) 

How do people 
come up with such 
a name? Don’t you 
want to be taken seriously? Well, considering the 
artwork, maybe not. There’s this drawing from a 
fancy looking girl on the front...hmmm. Oh well, the 
music is rough played punkrock with loads of 
melodies and meaningless lyrics. (“Demi Moore ain’t 
no Greta Garbo...” etc.etc) Not my cup o’ tea but 
good for a laugh though sometimes. 

His Hero is Gone - 7”. 5 songs (Coalition 
records) 

I don’t think that there’s any introduction needed 
about this band. Anyone who s into powerviolence 
knows them and loves them This is the tour’ 7” and 
Coalition did a great job releasing this. I heard that 
the thing I have is just a first press thing with a 


different cover and all, but thafs not relevant 
anyway. Everyone knows that all of Coalition’s 
releases look awesome. Great 7” from one of the 
few powerviolence bands that I even like myself. 

Holdstrong - Persuit in the face of misfortune 
7”(Pin Drop Records) 

Holdstrong is one of those examples of things that I 
don’t understand about hardcore... You know why? 
Holdstrong is awesome, and it seems that no one 
cares about this band! Thafs plain weird! They play 
the perfect mix of hardcore with just enough metal to 
make it really varied and aggressive. They write 
great lyrics and this band just has an overall good 
feel about them. Check this band out! They deserve 
your support. Oh, mine on color as well! 

Hoods - New Blood cd. 10 songs (Gain Ground / 
Sonic Rendezvous) 

The name is totally cool, thafs 
for sure! And I expected (by 
taking the name alone.) some 
more youthcrew style music 
here. Well, thafs not the thing 
here. This is exactly like (here 
we go!): Madball, Agnostic 
Front, No Innocent Victim etc, 
etc, And thafs not necessarily 
bad or anything but it all looks 
a bit too much alike. The lyrics 
are in that same vein and the 
especially the vocals sung in 
that tough-guy way 

(pronouncing with those sharp 
edges, you know it, 
like Rick 25ta Life 
does), really get on 
my nerves in the 
end. But when you 
like the above 

mentioned bands a 
lot, you should 

definitely check 
Hoods out because 
there as equally as 
good as those, and 
maybe even better, 
(especially 
considering 
Madball’s latest 
album!). But for 
once, get rid of 
those “feel the hate’ slogans and crap. You may 
think that songs about friendship ’88-style are 
boring, at least they’re a bit more positive! 

H20 - Everready mcd. 4 songs (Epitaph records) 

I like H20. The second album wasn’t as great as 
their debut but they still move me. This mcd has the 
song Everready from that “thicker than Water” album 
and three great live songs. That is where these guys 
truly rule: On Stage. They cover the song “friend” 
from Marginal Man (soon a complete discography 
from this under-appreciated band on Dischord!) and 
two others. A darn fine piece of plastic! 
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Impressions - Nothing Lost demo, 8 songs 
(Keep it Alive records) 

Impressions also appeared on the “keep the spirit 
alive” compilation from KIA and this tape brings us 
some more songs (and by the time you read this a 
7” is on its way or already available) They play pretty 
simple hardcore in the way it was done before the 
youth-crew era. There’s some influences to hear but 
it’s mainly rougher and even faster. The sound- 
quality isn’t that good and you can hear that these 
guys are all kinda young but that doesn’t mean that 
there’s no potential here. That 7-seconds song, that 
does the trick! Nice artwork by the way! 

Indigesti - Osservati dall ‘ingano cd. 12 songs 
(Vacation House) 

It seems that Vacation House wants Italian bands 
to be remembered and that’s great. Except I 
think that only people from ‘the past 1 could 
relate to these releases. Indigesti plays 
hardcore/punkrock that was awesome back 
then but honestly doesn’t do much to me 
now. And that has nothing to do with this 
being bad or something. It’s just that there 
are loads and loads of bands that are more 
appealing to me. Although the songs are 
sung in Italian there’s translations in English 
as well. Not bad but nothing so special 
either. 


present however are different (“Request for your 
own dilemma”). Influenced by Buddhism they try to 
go deeper than your average band and that’s great. 
The music may not be my most favorite, this band 
has potential enough to do some good things in the 
future. This demo really is a good start. 

Inner Dam - When Angels Fall cd. 10 songs 
(Released Power Productions) 

Having their debut mcd reviewed in issue #10, 
here’s their first full-length. Where I compared their 
first release with Unbroken and Strain, Inner Dam 
chooses to go more into metal with their full-length. 
The booklet, although not that original, is totally in 
that medieval-style with paintings and drawings of 
not so pleasant things (graveyard photo’s). The 

MAINSTRIKE 


Infanticide - ...What was said and done 
7”. 4 songs (Makakannta Karamita 
Shingyo Records) 

Infanticide comes from Germany and were 
unknown to me. ‘till this label (what a name!) 
sent me their 7’. Infanticide plays old-style 
hardcore/punk. Not really the youthcrew-style 
but the energy bursts from every song like 
nothing else. The soundquality isn’t that good but 
that doesn’t effect the music, in a way it fits the 
loose played, fast music these guys play. The lyrics 
are kinda simple but not that they’re too cheezy 
(maybe ‘senseless violence”, they’re kinda generic). 
Can’t say that much about this band, maybe that I 
don’t think their name is really cool. Whatever, it’s 
worth checking out. 

In My Eyes - The Difference Between cd. 13 
songs (Revelation Records/Sonic Rendezvous) 

I could write a long review for this album, I could 
describe each song separately and I could write how 
awesome Pushead’s artwork is. That’s all a waste of 
paper as everyone already has this album or isn’t 
interested anyway. This band must be Revelation’s 
top selling bands right now and everyone who made 
that happen is right. In my Eyes is an incredible 
band and at the top of the new old school’ era. No 
arguments here. Incredible! 

Inner Act - Kick Off demo. 5 songs (Peter Smit, 
De Eker 13,8604 VA, Sneek, Holland) 

It seems that the northern part of Holland keeps on 
providing us with all sorts of hardcore bands and 
that almost everyone there plays in a band. 

Inner Act play metal-influenced NYC-style hardcore, 
where especially the vocals are really brutal. Really 
rough and touch music here. The lyrics that they 


Mainstrike - New 12”/mcd 10 songs (Crucial response / 
Sonic Rendezvous) 

At the time of writing, this album isn’t out yet but I've got the 
advance tape and it’s great! Plain and simple. When you loved 
their first 7" but thought the “Quest. ” album was a bit too much 
Cro-Mags influenced or something, or maybe you think the 
other way around and thought the album was better, it all comes 
down to one conclusion: This one is perfect! It has the fastness 
from the 7” but the soundquality from the album. Fit some great 
melodies and quite original guitar-parts in it and there you go! 
Lyrics that are full-on Straight Edge and still contain the passion 
Big shows for ages. My favorite songs are “Confused" and 
“Nothing to compare” but those can be replaced with any other 
one! Mainstrike proves once again to be Holland’s best 
hardcore bands. It’s about time that they take over the US! 


booklet. As simple as this band does their thing, 
that’s how good they are. Maybe this album isn’t as 
enthusiastic as their previous stuff, that doesn’t 
mean that they’re not of the freshest bands around. 
I’m looking forward to see them live again, because 
that’s even better as their records! 

Junta - Junta 7”. 4 songs (Dogprint records) 

What I mostly find pretty funny is that the most 
extreme bands often have some highly intelligent 
people behind them. Or at least the members make 
it look like they’re intelligent. Junta does that with 
printing a quote from Henry David Thoreau which 
says: “the mass of men lead lives of quiet 
desperation”. Well, Junta has nothing to do with 
anything ‘quiet’, that’s for sure. Desperation 
however, when they have any, they can 
get it off them through their music. 
This is angst, driven, aggressive 
powerviolence as extreme as you 
can get it. When you like bands like 
Palatka, Charles Bronson, or 
Asshole Parade I recommand you 
to get this one as well, cause that’s 
the direction this band comes from. 
Extreme drawing by the way on the 
inner-sleeve. 


music is what you can expect with that. Brutal and 
dark. The cover from 108’s “Killer of the soul” is a 
nice surprise in between all this anger and darkness. 
Not really much my most favorite music but I can 
imagine lots of people really dig this. 

Instinct - Friendship, a lifetime commitment 7”. 6 
songs (Braveheart Records) 

After Thumbs Down set some ‘new’ standards, 
Instinct is another band from Belgium that play fast 
and overall energetic hardcore. Sure, it’s not all that 
original and the lay-out and lyrics aren’t really new 
or anything. But who cares? When a band plays with 
such enthusiasm and energy, there’s nothing that 
holds me! Just a great and positive record from a 
great and positive band. I’m looking forward to a 
pile-on, singalong-filled show from these positive 
kids. 

Intensity - Wash off the lies cd. 16 songs (Bad 
Taste Records) 

Since I saw Intensity at the leper festival in 1997 I’ve 
always been looking out for any stuff they’ve done 
after that. They’re one of the most productive bands 
as I know. After some smaller format releases, 
here’s their full-length and luckily they didn’t change. 
Intensity plays energetic raw old school hardcore/ 
punk. And hell, they’re good at it. Good, maybe 
simple, lyrics which all come with explanations in the 


Last Days of April - The wedding 
mcd. 4 songs (Bad Taste 
Records) 

Now that’s what I call ‘stylish’! 
Sending us a cd with a title like that 
when we actually have real plans in 
that direction! Don’t expect real 
hardcore here. Last Days of April 
play really, really melodic and hell, 
even ‘soft’ popmusic with lyrics about 
love and loved ones. As you might know, this kid is 
a huge fan of bands like March or Morning Before. 
Well, I’m a fan of Last days of April as well! Imagine 
a summer night, beautiful weather, darkness taking 
over from a bright sunny day, quietness and 
silence... This record playing not that loud. .. That’s 
what I call... Happiness. Great record! 

Length of Time - Approach to the new world cd. 
14 songs (Goodlife records) 

This is hard to review. When reading and looking 
through the booklet I get such a negative feeling that 
it holds me back to give an objective review. I don’t 
understand appreciating someone like Charles 
Manson. That guy was a fucking lunatic! That’s not 
anything that would make a person look cool! And 
Manson is as foolish as Anton LaVey, who’s 
presented in full-color in the booklet as well. I must 
admit however that the music is both professional as 
original. 

Metallic, but not too much and totally aggressive and 
doomish. I guess it’s their thing but when you’ve 
read this zine for a while you’ll probably know that I 
can’t stand so much negativity and darkness. 

Lifeline - Lifeline mcd. 4 songs (Break even point 
records) 

The feeling I get when playing this cd is that this 
band wasn’t really ready to put something out yet. I 
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don’t know what really lacks here. The soundquality 
isn’t that good and the vocals are a bit soft in the mix 
so that doesn’t really help to create that necessary 
energy when playing old-style hardcore. That’s what 
it is. Some punky parts here and there. The lyrics 
are pretty cool, somewhat from a different and 
personal perspective (“stop and see’ is great!). 
Nothing really special overall. 

Mainstrike - New 12”/mcd 10 songs (Crucial 
response / Sonic Rendezvous) 

At the time of writing, this album isn’t out yet but I’ve 
got the advance tape and it’s great! Plain and 
simple. When you loved their first 7” but thought the 
“Quest..” album was a bit too much Cro-Mags 
influenced or something, or maybe you think the 
other way around and thought the album was better, 
it all comes down to one conclusion: This one is 
perfect! It has the fastness from the 7” but the 
soundquality from the album. Fit some great 
melodies and quite original guitar-parts in it and 
there you go! Lyrics that are full-on Straight Edge 
and still contain the passion Big shows for ages. My 
favorite songs are “Confused” and “Nothing to 
compare” but those can be replaced with any other 
one! Mainstrike proves once again to be Holland’s 
best hardcore bands. It’s about time that they take 
over the US! 

Metroshifter/Shipping News 
- split mcd. 6 songs (Initial 
Records) 

It’s honestly almost 

impossible for me to give this 
a proper review. This is music 
that I normally would never 
listen to. It’s melodic and 
really, really original 

(synthesizers and stuff!) but 
its not my thing at all. I like 
some of the melodies and 
bass-lines every now and then 
but there’s really nothing on it that 
makes my heart beat faster. Or it must be the 
aluminum plate that makes for the cover of this cd 
and replaces some sort of booklet. Weird stuff. 
Suzanne likes it. And I can imagine intellectual 
people who are into art, dig this too. 

Miozan - Ignorance cd. 14 songs (Mad Mob 
records) 

Now this is a band that improved! Miozan come from 
Germany and where they didn’t really got my 
attention with what they did before, this album 
‘ignorance’ shows that they can play some good 
music. Real, old-fashioned hardcore. Mainly NYC- 
style, but due to the melodies every now and then 
and the good vocals not generic or boring. Scene- 
related and personal lyrics which aren’t that 
outstanding (but make up for some great singalongs 
like in ‘No heart’). A pleasant surprise to say the 
least. 

Mordax - Fist against humanity demo. 6 songs. 
(Wouter Beekers, Delfgaauwstraat 95, 3037 LK 
Rotterdam, Holland) 


At the moment of writing I can’t really recall how I 
got this tape. I guess it was sent quite some time 
ago and I don’t know if this band still plays the same 
style or anything. I somehow remember that 
someone (you’re still following me?) told me they 
were different now... Oh well, this is all out metal 
and to be honest, it bored me. Really not my style 
and in my humble opinion its best to play metal 
when you’re a real good musician. I’m curious about 
what they’re up to right now. 

Neck - Neck cd. 9 songs (Striving For 
Togetherness Records) 

It must have been more than a year and a half ago 
that my friend said something about a demotape he 
got from this band called ‘Neck’’ and that they were 
totally awesome and original. Well, in front of me lies 
their first full-length and it may not be so original 
anymore. And with that I mean that they can be 
compared to 

Vision of 

Disorder. Neck 
is maybe a little 
less polished 
and has some 
more depths in 
their song 



structures, but the overall feel to me is the same. 
And that’s not particularly bad in my opinion. Vision 
of Disorder has (apart from ‘just’ their music) never 
been really special to me but for those who liked 
them, I really recommend those to give Neck a good 
listen. 

No Innocent Victim - No Innocent Victim cd. 19 
songs (Tolerance records / Sonic Rendezvous) 

By the cover from this album alone it’s almost 
obvious that were dealing with a Christian band 
here. And that’s all fine with me. It seems that now 
that Agnostic Front is back together there are a 
whole lot of bands who are doing their thing. Well, 
that’s not the case here. This one was released 
before Agnostic Front got back together and they 
could have well stolen some ideas from this band. 


This is as good as it gets when you’re into Agnostic 
Front and any other of that almost ‘nostalgic’ 
hardcore. Don’t hold back for their beliefs. This band 
is open-minded and doesn’t preach in a way that it 
gets annoying. This is simple, pure and honest. 

Nora - Kill you for a dollar 7” (Ferret Records / 
Cartel) 

Even before I got this 7” for review I ordered a 
bunch of the mcd version for our distro. That’s how 
good I think this is. When you like Endeavor’s latest 
album “constructive Semantics”, than this is the 
thing for you (and for me!) This band actually 
features members from Endeavor and the music is 
in the same vein. Maybe lyricwise not so great but 
you can be sure there’s a whole lot of anger 
involved in that section. “I’m not dead yet, I’m not 
even fucking close.” Great band. 

ODK Crew - Old school Vs 
New School 7”. 4 songs 
(Frostbite / Genet records) 

Music-wise there’s nothing to 
give too many critics about. It’s 
not really original or anything, 
just plain New York kinda 
(hate) core style. Good 
soundquality and brutal riffs 
and vocals. On that part: really 
not bad at all. It’s just that I 
don’t really understand lyrics 
such as: “...Windmills are their 
weapons, they make a fist and 
they fight. Brutality rules the 
pit...” (from “our violence”). I 
don’t know, I’m not into that 
macho, hard, touch guy stuff at all. 
Maybe I don’t understand... I’m not into 
violence I guess... 

One Day Closer - Songs of silence 
cd. 9 songs (Coalition Records) 

The first album on Coalition Records 
that doesn’t have that specific, 
awesome artwork those guys are 
known for. Not that the layout and stuff 
are bad but they turned out kinda 
usual’ in my opinion. 

Well, rumors have been floating ever 
since they released their first 7” but 
finally here’s the full-length many were waiting for 
(or maybe gave up waiting for?). One Day Closer 
play Unbroken/Undertow kinda hardcore with 
enough originality to not be a rip-off. Their vocalist 
Arjan has a dark voice but not that in a ‘death-grunf 
type-of-style. There’s some really good musicianship 
here but it’s not really so much what I like about 
hardcore. It just doesn’t really get to me. A nice 
record but not outstanding in my opinion. 

OneXmore - OneXmore 7”. 6 songs 

(Commitment Records) 

Commitment 008 already. Robert, who does this 
label, is really fast with releasing new records. This 
one is from a 'Wortel’-based band who play 
hyperfast oldschool with a vocalist that frankly 
doesn’t really get to me. He sings a bit too much 
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‘over-the-top’. It sounds a bit too rough and 
uncontrolled. Somehow that works a bit against 
them to hear the lyrics where they make statements 
against (of course) drugs (“I refuse your drugs”), 
hardline (“stand against”) or mass-media (“you 
lose”). The lyrics all have explanations but are so 
clearly written that they don’t really need that. It’s not 
a bad 7”, in case you got that impression but I think 
it would be better if they waited a little longer before 
this was recorded. 

Omaha - Non - par mystifications and sell 
extrications cd. 5 songs (Doghouse records / 
Lumberjack) 

WOW! This is weird stuff!!! I mean, there’s only 5 
songs on this one but it takes about 50 minutes 
before this is over. I never heard of them before but 
this is the perfect late-night music. It’s so incredibly 
calm and even relaxing that in a way I doubt about 
what this has to do with hardcore. There’s no lyrics 
on this one and hardly any vocals as well. Still, I do 
like it and Suzanne loves it even more! It’s 
something totally different and in a way ‘hypnotizing’ 
what these guys do. Strange but really, really 
nice! 

OS101 - United brotherhood of scenesters 
cd. 13 songs (Victory records) 

Its been a while when we got the first album 
from this band that comes from the remains 
of Hogan’s Heroes. This new, second album 
sounds rougher and more ‘mature’ than their 
debut and especially the vocals have 
improved a lot. OS (Old school!) 101 could be 
compared with H20. That’s what comes to 
mind immediately. The whole impact and feel 
is the same as with H20. All about loyalty, 
positivity and unity. Loads of tattoos and stuff 
surround that. OS101 is maybe a little less 
catchy and that’s also what lacks here compared 
with H20. Other than that, this still is one of the best 
things that Victory put out lately. 

Our Own Way - Computation cd. 21 songs 
(BlackOut records / Coretex) 

I honestly can’t remember when I got a compilation 
as awesome as this one!! This is compiled by Tim 
from Ensign and it’s pretty clear what Tim likes as 
this cd is full of energetic, great real hardcore bands! 
What to think of: Fastbreak, Ensign (of course!), In 
My Eyes, Redemption’87, Trial, Suppression 
Swing(great song!!!) or lesser known bands as Kill 
Your idols (awesome!) A great compilation with no 
cheap songs that were all released before. 
Necessary! 

PAWNS / Political Silence - Split cd. 34 songs 
(Bad Monkey records) 

By judging the cover and artwork alone you can see 
that we’re dealing with two, old fashioned political 
punkrock bands. PAWNS (Power And Wealth 
Needs Slaves) have a female singer and kinda 
remember me of Indirekt, a well-known Dutch 
punkrock band from the past. All political lyrics and 
typical punk-rock topics (anti-hippie etc). Not bad 
and it may be done before, not that many bands do 
it these days so in that way it’s even refreshing. 


Political Silence have two male-singers and are 
musically in the same vein as PAWNS but better. A 
nice album but not something I would play any day. 

Pencilcase - Search for the stars cd. 9 songs 
(Construct recordings) 

We got a promo cassette, simply because this is a 
starting label and totally DIY, they didn’t have the 
finances to give all these promo-cd’s away for free. 
That’s cool. The lyrics were involved as enough 
information on the band. Totally well done! Alright on 
to the music: Pencilcase play newschoolish 
hardcore with some older parts put in every now and 
then (which mostly means; singalongs) They have a 
pretty good singer with Daniel and that’s something 
almost necessary these days to make you stand out 
a little above all the other bands. Their music isn’t 
really original but for the times that I listened to their 
tape I never got the intention to shut the thing off 
because I was bored or just hated it. The lyrics are 
kinda basic but nicely written. This is just a good 
band that could use some extra attention. Not really 
outstanding maybe but certainly not somewhere in 


but that they can do just that little extra to make me 
interested. They took the style from their first two 
mcd’s further (maybe sometimes not so enthusiastic 
and I don’t know: energetic?) as their first stuff but 
it’s for sure improved. Soft and melodic parts and 
harsh extreme stuff come together on this album. 
Pretty good and intelligent lyrics (It’s great to read 
the explanations on the song “Song of a Visionary” 
which wasn’t so controversial’ in my opinion). A 
good cd. Nothing more nothing less. 

Pray Silent-The Golden Flag mcd. 4 songs 
(Genet records) 

Out of Switzerland comes this metallic and 
especially heavy band. Kinda ‘familiar’ Medieval 
paintings and lyrics that are written in the same style 
as many other bands that play this style. Metallic 
hardcore with evil, screamed vocals. Due to the 
great production and lots of different riffs this band 
manages to stand out above a lot of others. Really 
not bad at all. I like the song “the golden flag” the 
most, both music and lyricwise. 


REIZISER 

Reiziger - Our Kodo Ip/cd 8 songs (Genet Records) 

And yes, there is Reiziger with a full-length album. Some people 
may describe it as emo-core, but in my opinion this goes way 
beyond emo. Guitars are sometimes acoustic, sometimes 
extremely noisy. I like the variety of tempo. Hey, you know 
what? It reminds me of lo-fi heroes The Mountain Goats, the 
screeming voice of The Jesus Lizard and maybe even Steve 
Albini / Shellac influences. Strange combination? I guess not, 
cause these are some bands I really like. If this is hardcore? I 
don’t know ... It’s beautiful music for sure! Oh, just one thing ... 
lyrics would be nice! (Suzanne) 


the ‘lower’ division either! 

PN - Daybreak serenity cd. 10 songs (Midas 
Productions) 

Another, to me unknown, Belgium band, even 
though they played over a 150 shows. At least that’s 
what the biography says. This band plays hardcore 
with metal-influences and actually my first reaction 
was that I heard quite some Type ‘O’ Negative’ 
kinda stuff. It could just be me hearing that (It’s not 
that I’m a fan of Type’O’Negative anyway...) but 
there’s this gothic-like feeling over this album that 
I’m not particularly fond of. The vocals are pretty 
original, from really melodic (whispering) to 
aggressive and brutal. These guys really know how 
to play their instruments and the sound-quality is 
really good as well but this isn’t so much the thing 
that I like. When you’re however into this style you 
should check it out I guess... 

Pole* - Sky Conquerors are falling from the sky 
cd. 9 songs (We Bite records/Sonic Rendezvous) 

It was quite a surprise to see Pole hooked up with 
We Bite records. Maybe this does some good to 
them to bring em some more popularity. I think they 
deserve that. This first full-length does prove that 
they’re not just another new-school hardcore band 


Product - Dedication 7”. 4 songs 
(Green records) 

Not to be confused with Dutch 
Product X, this is Product from 
Italy. By the lay-out only it’s pretty 
obvious what music these guys 
play... Yep, Old school time again! 
And pretty good old school. Where 
Italy came ‘first with Strength 
Approach, this is another band that 
can match up with the, let’s say, 
second division in straight edge 
poise-core, (having bands like Rain 
on the Parade, Better than a 
thousand etc...leading in the first 
division). Good, maybe simple, but 
good lyrics about earth and animal 
liberation (that’s not often to be seen in old school!) 
and strong musicianship make this a really good 7”. 
Cool is, that the people in this band seem pretty old. 
That rocks. 

Product X - True Persistence demo, 6 songs. 
Ries, Korvelseweg 16,5025 JH Tilburg, Holland 

Despite the cheezy and kinda dumb name (Come 
on’ you can come up with something better!!). 
Product X play some pretty good oldschool straight 
edge. The demo is pretty professional and has cool 
artwork and the soundquality is better than a lot of 
7”es out there. The vocalist, Merlin, is really good 
and has a voice that just touch enough roughness to 
make it real good. Too bad there are no lyrics (which 
I hope aren’t as generic as their name) because 
there really is some quality here! I heard they’re 
going to do a 7” on Commitment records, who else 
than Robert would pick this band up? 

Proud Youth - Nothing’s changed 7” (Keep it 
alive records) 

As I only have an advance tape with the songs and 
a lyricsheet I can’t say anything about artwork from 
this 7”. What I can say is that Proud Youth went 
through some incredible improvements!! When their 
first thing, the songs on the “Still the same feeling” 
compilation, was really just a band at it’s early stage, 
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with this new 7” they really managed to do some 
great stuff. The soundquality is really good and ‘in 
your face’ with clear guitar-parts (quite some 
awesome melodies thrown in every now and then, I 
love that!) The lyrics are incredible as well. I don’t 
know how old the guy is who writes the lyrics but 
they show a maturity and diversity that’s rarely seen 
in this style hardcore. What do you mean, 
youthcrew? If they were from the US, everyone 
would go after any colored copies and wanted this. 
Well, they’re from Germany but I urge you to do as 
if they came from the other side of the ocean! 1,2,3 
GO! 

Providence / Free at last - Youthcrew 98 7”. 7 
songs (X - file records) 

Well, with a title that says “Youthcrew 98” you may 
not be original but you got my attention for sure! 

Two fairly new German bands playing, yeah! The 
youthcrew style! Both bands are kinda alike where 
my preference goes a little more towards Free at 
last because I think that their vocalist Elmar has that 
little bit ‘extra’ that makes ‘em stand out. Okay, lyrics 
are kinda typical and all but I feel that energy flow 
and that’s what it’s all about! Hey, thanks for the 
limited yellow cover! 

Ray Cappo - Expanding your human potential, a 
spoken word cd. 75 minutes 
(Supersoul records) 

Ray is brightening his horizons 
once again. Next to his bands 
Shelter and Better than a 
Thousand, he really gets into 
writing and the spoken word 
performances. This cd is like a 
class or a workshop where you 
can think (and write) along to 
find out more about yourself. 

This doesn’t really have so 
much to do with Krishna 
Consciousness and in a way it 
totally is. It contains spiritual 
issues, material issues, psychical issues."’.' it's alf 
about balance. It’s great to listen to, maybe even 
work along. This isn’t a cheap way to get some extra 
cash. In my opinion this is a sincere and honest way 
to try and help people enrich their lives and I really 
recommend you giving this a try. Except for a little 
money (it’s cheap!) you surely won’t get hurt!! 

Real - Words won’t hurt mcd. 4 songs (Mad Mob 
Records) 

In a time where it’s either metal, old school or 
powerviolence, Real does their own thing. And that 
thing is playing great melodic music. You could 
describe this as “emo” or anything of that matter. I 
just think it’s great music. Although the artwork and 
all is a bit too simple (but nice...) The music and 
lyncs both make up for a great record I play this one 
a lot And with all the music we get in, that’s a big 
compliment in itself! I’m looking forward to hear their 
7 Seconds song for our upcoming tribute! 

Redefine - demo. 5 songs (Jelle de Jong, 
Aengwirderweg 189a, 8459 BM Luijeberd, 

Holland) 


I always have a hard time reviewing stuff like this: A 
nice guy came up to me and asked me to review it. 
And to hear that their music isn’t so much my 
thing... That’s always hard. I’m not into this metallic, 
evil stuff at all but I don’t want to bring people down 
to much either. Redefine plays metal (edge?) core. 
Lyrics about animal liberation and ‘typical’ hardcore 
topics. Not bad but not my style... sorry. 

Refuse the Statement - Testpress 7”. 4 songs 
(Keep it alive records / Struggle inside)Well, this 
might be just a test-press the cover looks great! It’s 
a total Chain of Strength rip-off where the title says 
’True till testpress” Amazing! I’ve got a split mcd 
from this band and they improved a lot from there 
on. And that was necessary as that one wasn’t that 
good. These guys play old school, as what to expect 
from this label but they threw some slower parts in 
as well (“My Struggle”). I like the statement that is 
made in the cover “Straight edge is a meat free 


Reiziger - Don’t bind my hands mcd. 4 songs 
(Genet Records) 

From the remains of the famous “Kosher D” comes 
Reiziger. For those who were at the leper 1997 
festival they should be familiar. They were probably 
the only band who played emotional, rather ‘soft’ 
music in-between all the metal. This mcd is a logical 
step for Reiziger. They have the potential to match’ 
up with all the bigger emo-bands. I’m looking 
forward to their full-length which should appear this 
year as well If you’re into The Get Up Kids or Elliot 
and the likes, you won’t go wrong with Reiziger 

Reiziger - Our Kodo Ip / cd 8 songs (Genet 
Records) 

And yes, there is Reiziger with a full-length album 
Some people may describe it as emo-core, but in 


my opinion this goes way beyond emo. Guitars are 
sometimes acoustic, sometimes extremely noisy. I 
like the variety of tempo. Hey, you know what? It 
reminds me of lo-fi heroes The Mountain Goats, the 
screaming voice of The Jesus Lizard and maybe 
even Steve Albini / Shellac influences. Strange 
combination? I guess not, cause these are some 
bands I really like. If this is hardcore? I don’t know 
... It’s beautiful music for sure! Oh, just one thing ... 
lyrics would be nice! (Suzanne) 

Response - demo. 6 songs (Marcus Straub, 
Vereinstr. 19, 63920 Grossheubach, Germany) 
Even though their name implied old-style stuff, 
Response plays metallic, new school hardcore but 
not too much metal here. Too bad that this demo 
doesn’t look that great because the music is really 
good. Slow songs and faster ones with a singer who 
really knows how to impress me. The lyrics aren’t 
that great (“I’m calling you” for example is too 
simplistic in my opinion), and the song 
“Lord”, I assume that’s a pro-God one 
and I like that. Yep. Good stuff here! 

Right Direction - To right the wrong 
cd. 12 songs (Kingfisher records) 

Same story again: No lyrics-sheets aren’t 
that helpful for writing reviews... I was 
curious because I heard some nasty 
rumors about anti-straight edge stuff, oh 
well, I guess that a lot of people are 
happy that they are back together and 
they will surely like this album because 
they still know what they’re doing. Still, 
also, I’m not so much into this style. But, 
to be honest, the soundquality is 
great and they’re one of the best 
bands who play this kinda music 
(=kinda metallic influenced old-style 
hardcore, or should I say hate-core?), 
Oh, the picture on the cd itself doesn’t 
fit with the artwork at all and, in my 
opinion doesn’t fit Right Direction at 
all. 

Sad Origin - Window of Sarcasm 
mcd. 6 songs (Inner Belt 
Records/Genet) 

What really is surprising after the 
intro from this female singer is the ‘open’ sound and 
production. The music is metal but pretty original. 
The varied vocals, with normal singing and 
deathgrunt-like vocals really work here due to that 
open music. What I like most about this band isn’t 
however it’s music but the positive feel they portray, 
Whenever I read lines like the one they printed on 
the inside of the cd, it leaves me with a happy 
feeling, no matter how brutal and angry a band may 
sound. Sad Origin isn’t the best thing that came out 
lately but I’m sure that with next releases they will be 
able to create something that’s even more their own. 
There’s potential here! 

Sarin / Refuse the Statement - Split mcd. 
(Struggle Inside Records) 

Two German bands match up for a split mcd, where 
I feel that the whole thing maybe should have been 
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done a little later... I think that both bands should 
have taken more time to get things done. The 
soundquality is pretty bad overall. Refuse the 
Statement plays energetic old-style hardcore that’s 
not that bad. When they however took some more 
time before they did this I think much better stuff can 
be done. Sarin (not the bands from the US!) play 
hardcore with some metallic parts every now and 
then. Their vocalist is really annoying and he really 
spoils things here. I like the effort of two bands 
matching up and doing something together but this 
really isn’t that great. I’m however looking out for 
new material from Refuse the Statement (out on KIA 
records) as they really have potential. 


different. The lyrics to that song are awesome by the 
way!). Their singer really screams with enough 
emotion to not consider Serene as another cry¬ 
baby-band’. I had to play this more than just once to 
really made it get on to me. It’s definitely worth that 
as it’s an original and ‘moving’ album. 


Rhythm, rhyme and reason - Idem 7”. 4 songs 
(makhannya harmlta shingyo) 

What does these funny words stand for? Is this 
supposed to be a name of a record-label? I couldn’t 
tell. That’s how the guy named his 


Slavearc - Vanquish mcd. 4 songs (Screams of 
Salvation Records) 

Oh my God, another medieval painting where a guy 
is decapitated! Not my idea of an eye-pleasing 
recordcover. Oh well, what to expect? Slavearc 
plays darn brutal edgemetal where the whole idea of 
this band is about spreading the revolution! 
Veganism, animal liberation and an all out 
declaration of war on this corrupt society. I like that. 
It may be militant and all that, there’s enough stuff in 
the booklet (lists of books etc.) to get yourself 
educated and that’s a good thing. I may not like the 


they’re about. (“Nazi Ravers”). Explanations with the 
lyrics make sure that you won’t mis-interpretate 
anything here. This isn’t the stuff I would play all the 
time but for Spazz alone, this is a must have! 

Speak (714) - Knee deep in guilt cd. 10 songs 
(Revelation records / Sonic rendezvous) 

I think that the ‘cool’ thing to do is to totally break 
this album as another money-grabbing comeback 
album from Dan O’Mahony. And yeah, it would be 
the easiest thing as well. But this album is despite all 
the rumors and whatever, nothing but a great piece 
of music. Think the best parts from No For an 
answer, Ignite and 411. Great old-stylish music with 
the typical voice from Dan O’Mahony. Even great 
lyrics. I mean, “throwing Stones” is a confession 
that’s real and honest. Or ‘knee deep in guilt”... I 
can’t help but play this (too short album, that’s a 
fact!) pretty often. No matter what others might say: 
This is a great record! 


label...Oh well, on to Rhythm 
rhyme and reason (which is also 
a hell to type down!). They play 
crazy-all-sorts-off-music-mixed- 
through-another-kinda stuff and 
even though that sometimes 
makes up for some great 
music, this doesn’t really do 
much to me. I can’t understand 
anything off it. The fact that 
there are no lyrics involved 
doesn’t improve that either. 
Maybe for those who like 
screamy-emo? 


SPIRIT IF TRUTH 


Saves the day - Can’t slow 
down cd. 14 songs (Equal 
Vision Records) 

I can’t help but I think that Equal Vision is an 
amazing label. Ever since they did the first Shelter 
7”es (in fact Ray Cappo was in charge back then, 
just like with early Revelation) they put out some 
great and maybe some boring but always interesting 
stuff. They just as easily put out something brutal as 
Converge as Project Kate’s acoustic melodies or 
Krishna-bhajans. Saves the day is something else 
again. This band with Sean from Mouthpiece and 
Hands Tied play poppy, driving and melodic 
punk/hardcore but not like all these skate-punk 
bands do. This is more in a Dag Nasty vein. Great is 
the song “Three miles down” which is totally 
acoustic and just keeps on going in the vocal 
department. The lyrics are pretty emo and really 
well written and good to sing and read along with. 
One of the best new bands to come out these days. 
Is poppy emo coming back? 


Spirit of Youth - Colors that bleed cd. 9 songs (Goodlife Records) 

Even though that Goodlife broadens its horizon and looks for foreign bands as 
well, one of their best releases so far is a local band. Yeah, that’s how much I 
like the new Spirit of Youth album! Sure, there are metal riffs and tuned down 
guitars here. But there’s so much an overall feel over this album of positivity 
that makes me wonder how they managed to do that. I mean the lyrics aren’t all 
that positive, mostly even depressing and not so much ‘on the bright side of life’ 
but the sound and the music combined make up for easily the best thing Spirit 
of Youth ever did. Many thought that the songs on the split with One King Down 
were already amazing, believe me, with this album they surpass themselves. If 
only Vinnie could bring a tiny bit of more variation in his singing, they were truly 
even more amazing. But these guys will get bigger, mark my words! 


Spineless - Painfields 7”. 4 
songs (Sobermind records) 
Another H8000 Belgium metal 
band? Well, yes and no. Yes, 
they’re from Belgium, no, as 
they have enough qualities of 
their own to not be a total rip- 
off. Spineless does play 
metallic hardcore but with just 
that touch to not make things 
boring. A good singer who also 
writes clear lyrics (I like songs 
like “Human Disgrace”) and 
good guitarwork. Another 
decent band from that famous 
area I guess. 


music myself, and I may not be that militant. I do like 
the compassion that Slavearc shows here. Musically 
it’s only for you when you’re into metal... 

“Dedicated to everyone who is willing to give their 
life and freedom in the struggle for animal, human 
and earth liberation” (hmm, it does taste like 
hardline...) 


Spineless - 
stars... cd. 9 


..A talk between me 
songs (Sobermind 


Serene - Inward Flowering cd. 11 songs (Genet 
Records) 

You can’t really force Genet Records in one division. 
They just as easy put out real metal-edge bands as 
punkrock or emo bands. I guess the same goes for 
Serene. You can’t really put them under one 
category. I would say ‘emo’, but they have enough 
faster and heavier parts to not be mentioned as a 
poppy emo-ish bunch of people (although the song 
‘The immortal emo-kid” would make you think 


Spazz/Opstand - split 7”. 12 songs (Coalition / 
Sonic Rendezvous) 

The first release in the Network of friends’ series 
from Coalition records and a real good one! I know 
that it gets boring to say each time but the artwork 
from this label is beyond any description. I don’t 
know how they manage to do that each time but it’s 
awesome! The bands featured on this 7” are Spazz, 
who totally dedicated their side to Dutch hardcore 
and especially Larm. The lyricsheet is totally stolen 
from Larm and they even cover the song “it’s up to 
you” in the typical Spazz style (that must be the first 
Dutch SxE song of all times!). They honor Dutch 
hardcore in the song “wooden shoes” and made me 
check out all the fine Dutch bands from the early 
days once again! It was a long time ago heanng 
BGK or Pandemonium! Oh well, I’m getting of the 
subject. On the other side of this 7” is Opstand with 
not so much humor but with even more anger. 
Brutality and chaos are the keywords here. Opstand 
might have simple lyrics but at least you know what 


and the 
records/Genet) 

Quite fast after their first 7” here’s Spineless full- 
length. What I especially like about this is (and that 
goes for a whole lot of this kinda bands) that its 
obvious that these guys have improved so much. 
Mostly the first thing the H8000 (whether they come 
from that area or not, the name H8000 is almost 
similar to a certain musical style) kinda bands do 
isn’t that original but with a second release they 
slowly are evolving into a style of their own. 
Spineless did the same. The music is still hard and 
heavy but for example they choose to have French 
lyrics with their first song (which I honestly don’t 
understand at all!). Spineless riffing is so heavy and 
the guitars are tuned down so much that they almost 
get an industrial feel over their music. (Due to the 
effects on the vocals in some songs that aspect is 
enforced as well). Lyrics are mostly not that 
optimistic (“Afraid to live” is really negative and well, 
I don’t exactly know the meaning off it... “Whatever 
makes my life worth living makes my death worth 
dying” or am I mis-interpretating that one?). It’s a 
good and even varied album that shows Spineless 
improvements but I really like some more optimism. 
Nice layout though. 


Shorebreak - Path of survival cd. 8 songs 
(Goodlife records) 
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Shorebreak must be the first band from Spain that 
actually come through as being hardcore and being 
good enough to get known outside their own 
country. Many compared this band with Morning 
Again and that’s true. Except that I personally think 
that Shorebreak is even better! Not so much music- 
wise, a s I can’t hear so much difference (yeah, 
maybe Morning Again sounds more like Slayer!), 
But the vocalist from Shorebreak is just better! So, 
whenever you got that new Morning Again album, 
be sure to pick this one up as well. If it doesn’t come 
from the US doesn’t mean that it can’t be any better! 
Lyricwise it may all look a bit simple but that doesn’t 
mean that they aren’t true or real. I’m curious how 
this band performs on stage. This is already a good 
album. 


they have lyrics like ‘Who’s right” which is totally 
against drunks... Okay, better as I expected but not 
the best thing to come from Commitment. 

Spirit of Youth - Colors that bleed cd. 9 songs 
(Goodlife Records) 

Even though that Goodlife broadens its horizon and 
looks for foreign bands as well, one of their best 
releases so far is a local band. Yeah, that’s how 
much I like the new Spirit of Youth album! Sure, 
there are metal riffs and tuned down guitars here. 
But there’s so much an overall feel over this album 
of positivity that makes me wonder how they 
managed to do that. I mean the lyrics aren’t all that 
positive, mostly even depressing and not so much 
‘on the bright side of life’ but the sound and the 
music combined make up for easily the best thing 


examples of lyrics that I think can’t be written 
enough. 

Straight Faced - Conditioned cd. 16 songs 
(Epitaph records) 

Having seen this band quite some time ago as 
support from (I guess) Ignite, I didn’t really expected 
much as I didn’t really liked their music back then. 
Way too much that melodic, skatepunk so many 
bands do. Well, ‘Conditioned’ is different. This is 
some real hardcore! There’s punk influences here 
but the aggression drips off every part of this album. 
The vocals are mean and powerful. Lyricwise it’s not 
really special but not really cliche either. Not that 
positive maybe but the music makes that all better. 
Plenty of power and just good hardcore here! Way 
better than what I would’ve expected. 



SYC - Growing Distance 7”. 4 songs (Fallen 
Angel / FunTime Records) 

A soberly done 7” from a band I never heard off 
before. SYC plays metallic, fiercing hardcore 
with screamed vocals, some melodic parts are 
thrown in here and there. The artwork is really 
DIY but somehow fails to be really original. 
Maybe it’s just a little too much DIY. Where the 
music really isn’t bad at all, the production 
doesn’t help to make SYC stand out above all 
the other bands that play a similar style. They 
really do some original stuff here (great fast 
parts!) but they really need better recordings. 


The Donnas - American 
teenage rock ‘n roll 
machine cd. 10 songs 
(Lookout records / Sonic 
Rendezvous) 

Okay, so you’re wondering 
how the hell this band 
appears in reflections. 
Well, it’s simple. I liked the 
concept. Four teenage 
highschool girls, looking 
like sluts (excuse-le-mot) 
and playing Ramones style 
punk music. Musically it’s 
pretty obvious that they are 
the little sisters of the 
Ramones. Lyrics are funny. 
“I don’t care about going to 
school, I don’t care about having friend, I don’t care, 
cause I’m a Rock and Roll machine”. (Suzanne) 


The Enkindels - Buzzclip 2000 cd. 10 songs 
(Initial Records) 

This happy up-tempo poppy punkrock is great! 
There’s enough tempo in it to do your morning 
workout. Ha ha, really you should try it. I definitely 
love the third song ‘Monsters’ were it not only for the 
original late 70 style hand claps. There’s a lot of 
diversity in the songs. It’s not just your average 
punkrock. Even use of noisy distorted vocals 
sometimes. Somehow it reminds me a bit of Dave 
Smalley or Down by Law in general. I don’t know if 
you think that’s a compliment. . . but yes, I guess so! 
Mmm... this gives me a good warm’ feeling! 
(Suzanne) 


Shutdown - Against all odds cd. 14 songs 
(Victory records / Sonic Rendezvous) 

What I didn’t expect from Victory was that they 
would release an album with such a poor 
soundquality. And that’s the only thing that I really 
have against this record as Shutdown plays great 
old school hardcore with plenty of sing a longs, 
loads of energy and fastness. Their vocalist has a 
high voice kinda like Upfront ‘spirif-era. The lyrics 
are kinda generic (“unity”) but not that they’re too 
cheezy. The song they kept for last is the best song 
as well. Maybe 
because it’s written in 
remembrance of 
Raybeez, or the 
heartfelt lyrics that I’m 
particularly moved by 
that song but it’s a 
classic in my book 
already. Pretty cool 
album although it’s 
definitely not the best 
thing I heard lately as 
well. Is Victory getting 
back on track or not? 


Slugfest - Live 7”. 4 
songs (Initial records) 

This 7” looks really good and the ‘Minor Threat’ 
cover is really awesome (Due to the low-tuned 
guitars giving it that typical Slugfest sound.) The 
other songs are cool but I was never too fond of live 
recordings. The sound quality however is okay so 
that makes up for an okay 7” as well. When you’re 
into Slugfest (or Despair for that matter) this is 
definitely worth your money. 


Soberesponse - Different Path 7”. 7 songs 
(Commitment Records) 

In a great looking layout, which reminded me a lot of 
the stuff that Coalition Records does, comes the 
debut 7” from Soberesponse. It’s obvious that these 
guys get quite some inspiration from the 
Socialist/Commie literature and politics and that’s all 
fine with me. It’s not your typical youthcrew-subjects 
here. The music however is in that department and 
they surprised me in the fact that it’s better as what I 
expected. The vocals are rough and fit the fast 
music. Too bad that I heard rumors about this band 
(members?) not being Straight edge anymore, while 


Spirit of Youth 
ever did. 

Many thought 
that the songs 
on the split 
with One King Down were already amazing, believe 
me, with this album they surpass themselves. If only 
Vinnie could bring a tiny bit of more variation in his 
singing, they were truly even more amazing. But 
these guys will get bigger, mark my words! 


Standard Issue - As we Grow 7”. 9 songs (Siton 
records) 

Having 9 songs on your 7” does promise a lot in this 
reviewer’s point of view. And I don’t get disillusioned 
on this 7”. Even though I expected a little more this 
is another cool old-school band from the US. Siton 
records did a really professional job in artwork and 
overall looks on this piece of plastic and when you’re 
into this music you can’t really let this one go. Sure, 
the lyrics don’t really touch any new topics, even 
though the songs ‘‘Bail’’ and “Show it” are good 
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The Good Life - Sampler cd. 18 songs (Goodlife 
Records) 

Oh well, what can I say? Most of you probably know 
all the songs already. All the famous Goodlife bands 
appear on this cd. Highlights for me? Culture (of 
course, they rule!), Spirit 84, Liar, Catharsis and 
Morning Again. This thing is so cheap that I couldn’t 
see a reason for not getting it. You can’t get a better 
metal-edge compilation or you should create one for 
yourself. Anyway, I like it. 

The - 3 - Way dance • Compilation cd. 15 songs 
(S.F.T. Records) 

If there’s one cd that is placed under the category 
called ‘humor’ than this is it. The artwork is 
absolutely brilliant! It’s all about these freaking 
wrestling games that Europeans don’t understand at 
all. Well, at least I don’t! I mean, they don’t actually 
really fight! How can that be something to get all 
hyped up about? Just the cartoons alone makes this 
an album that’s great to have. Loads of blood on this 
one! The appearing bands are “No redeeming social 
value”, “Romantic Gorilla” and “The six and 
violence”. All these bands play that funny, 
entertaining hardcore/punk with lyrics about booze 
and just all various hilarious stuff. The real funny 
thing is that all these bands really know how to play 
and this album just doesn’t get bored at all. They 
managed to put a smile on my face, and that’s worth 
something as well! 

The Trust - The Trust 7”. 6 songs (Bridge Nine 
records) 

A simple but good-looking cover contains the debut 
7” from The Trust. Pretty basics and simple but oh, 
so energetic old-style hardcore. Totally straight edge 
(“Straight edge, my choice-Marked for life”). The 
vocals are a bit in that ‘gnarling’ manner, which fit 
well with their music. Cool! 

Three Steps Up - Three Steps Up mcd. 7 songs 
(Break even point records) 

From Staten Island, NY comes this band who play 
beautiful emo-rock in the tradition of March and 
Sensefield. There’s a more rocking feel to it than 
with the mentioned bands but when you’re into that 
sort of music (like I am!) you should definitely check 
this out. Too bad that they didn’t printed any lyrics in 
the soberly done booklet. That often makes a band 
like this more special than others in it’s genre, like 
Sensefield for example. Oh well, this is a nice album 
for those late afternoon summer days. “Mothers 
Day” is an awesome song and Three Steps Up 
should release more. I like this. 

Tiebreak - Stand hard 1998 7”. 8 songs (Crucial 
Response / Sonic Rendezvous) 

In a great looking package comes another release 
from Crucial Response. Tiebreak is from Norway 
and plays energetic and raw old-style hardcore as 
the early New York bands did. Expect no Youth of 
Today like stuff here even though their singer often 
tries to reach the famous ‘growls’ that made Ray 
Cappo big. This is more in the tradition of early Sick 
of it all or No for an Answer. 


The lyrics kinda felt negative to me. There’s a whole 
lot of stuff about friends who stabbed them in the 
back or otherwise let-downs’. The song ‘Fun’ is an 
exception on that. The overall feel is however real 
aggression. A good 7” for sure. I heard some rumors 
of this band not being ‘on the edge’ anymore and 
that this would be their first and last thing on Peter s 
label. I don’t know if thafs true, so forgive me if it 
isn’t that way. 

Tonystark - High tech, low life mcd. 5 songs 
(Ressurection a.d. records) 

A funny and weird name. That’s what got my 
attention first. The next thing is the cover with a boy 
sitting on the back of a pig, which looks more 
nostalgic than it looks funny. The music that these 
guys play is hard to describe. It’s melodic as in the 
likes of Sensefield or Kill Holiday with fewer hooks. 
When I had to give this music a name than it would 
definitely be ‘emo’ . Tonystark is however quite 
original and have a really good singer which makes 
them stand out above a load of others. When you’re 
into bands like The Promise ring, Sensefield or The 
Swing Kids, you should definitely give this a listen. 

Veil - Words vs. Nothing cd. 12 songs 
(Kingfisher records) 

Well, as usual Kingfisher doesn’t include lyric-sheets 
with their promo-stuff and that was what I was most 
curious about from Veil’s new album. I mean, we all 
know that they still are one of German’s best bands 
and this album proves that once again. They 
manage to even become better. I know they had 
some problems in the band but I’m happy that things 
are solved and that they still exist. Veil includes 
some new influences in this album and it’s not just 
plain aggression and anger anymore (“without a 
name”) There’s more diversity and just more variety 
in their songs. I really hope these guys get the 
attention they deserve with this album, because it’s 
just plain great! (Too bad about the lyrics....) 

Vitamin X - Straight Edge Crew 7”. 7 songs 
(Commitment Records) 

Well, let’s face it: The title is cheezy. No matter what 
reason you come up with. On the other hand, the 
fact that Marc and Eric are Straight for way over a 
decade, is somehow a justification. Okay, the music: 
Vitamin X plays old school hardcore with loads of 
melodies in the guitarparts. The sound on this 7” is 
overwhelmingly good, maybe even too good. You 
can hear these guys are real music-freaks. Due to 
the fact that their vocalist is pretty raw and energetic 
it’s sometimes contradicting. It’s a good 7” but 
honestly I expected a little bit more as I thought the 
song on the Return of the X-men’ compilation stood 
out. I’m curious about future efforts from this ‘natural 
high’. 

Unborn - Truth against the world mcd. 4 songs 
(Lifeforce Records / Cartel) 

When you start the artwork on your cd with a quote 
from Iron Maiden’s “The Trooper” there isn’t really 
much that could go wrong in this kid’s opinion! 
Beautifully packed comes this record from these 
vegan edge metal British folks. And that word ‘metal’ 
is in this matter an understatement. Riffings from 


Slayer ‘till In Flames and even Maiden themselves 
(Damn did I love “the number of the beast” and 
“piece of mind”!!). But then their screamer: the guy 
screeches like a madman and makes this sound like 
blackmetal all over. Well, it’s not so much my style 
but I like the explanations that comes with the lyrics 
and they overall revolutionary feel in-between the 
medieval drawings. The song “free to be human” is 
both musically and lyrical overwhelming, to say the 
least. Pretty original and well, even quite interesting 
stuff here! 

Unconquered - Wall of time cd. 13 songs 
(Lifeforce records/Cartel) 

The first thing that I read when I got this album were 
the lines they wrote on inside of the digipack that 
covers the actual cd. At the end there’s written “We 
call our movement underground but it’s time for it to 
surface. Through education we can come to be 
taken seriously. We must begin to utilize our minds 
and the resources given to us first, to try to resolve 
conflict and cause changes instead of our fists. If it 
does come to that point, however, then so be it.” I 
was surprised and impressed. I like what they wrote 
there, even though I don’t agree with any violent 
actions. These few lines are the end of an 
impressive writings that show a positive attitude 
from a band that plays their music as doomish, dark 
and aggressive as possible. The diversity in the 
songs and the excellent musicianship along with one 
of the best sound a metal band can have, makes 
this an essential record for those who like touch, 
angry and brutal music. Don’t expect fast stuff here, 
just let yourself be blown away by its brutality! And 
just that duck-cartoon on the cd itself. That does it. 

Vision - The kids still have a lot to say cd. 14 
songs (Grilled Cheeze/Cargo records) 

While in the last issue I reviewed some sort of 
sampler’ from Vision, with this album they’re 
definitely back with the best thing they have ever 
done! Great, melodic hardcore with some ‘harder’ 
parts and enough diversity to make this a real 
interesting record. I wasn’t in the possibility to go 
see them live when they were on tour with Agnostic 
Front this year and that sucks because Vision was 
not only one of my favorite bands about ten years 
ago, they still are able to move this kid! If you do not 
already have this album I really recommand you to 
do what I say: Get it! 

Wide Awake - Complete Discography cd. 25 
songs (Smorgasbord records) 

One of the best bands from that famous ’88 era 
finally gets what it deserves: A great looking cd with 
everything they ever recorded and more! After Lost 
and Found records grabbed a load of cash by 
ripping the ‘last straw’ 7”, Jeff Terranova from 
Smorgasbord does the right thing. Ten songs live as 
a bonus makes this an album that’s essential. 
There’s great pictures, cool artwork and well, I don’t 
think I have to talk about Wide Awake’s music, do I? 
Man they even cover “committed for life” from 7 
seconds! What are you waiting for? 





TIRED OF FEELING LIKE A CORPORATE CHUMP YET? 


SUCKER 

Sick of paying high prices to corporate record stores & still not being able to find all the indie releases you're looking for? Well, if so, 
check out VERY Distribution & Mailorder. We offer over 300 different labels and specialize in hardcore & punk rock, plus we even carry 
indie rock, ska, and metal stuff, too. We've got a huge 120+ page catalog, offer fast, honest, & reliable service, and we even accept all 
major credit cards. So what's the difference between us and them, you ask? Simple. We actually give a shit & listen to a lot of the music 
we sell, and we don't just see indie labels as a dollar sign or a new trend. How's that old saying go? I think it goes "by the kids, for the 
kids". Plus we sell stuff for a hell of a lot cheaper (i.e. most full length cds are priced from $8-$12, t-shirts for $12, Ips for $6-$8, etc), 
and we've got tons of vinyl, too. So you want to find out more? Just send us $2 (US), $3 (world) for a copy of our latest mailorder 
catalog. It's fully descriptive, and filled with tons of cds, vinyl, cassettes, videos, zines, clothing, stickers, & more. So break away from 
the corporate stranglehold they've got on you, get off your lazy generation X ass, and send a few dollars to: 

p.o. box 42586 
Philadelphia pa 19101-2586 

usa. www.verydistro.com 
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